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ABSTRACT 


PROPHETIC PREACHING TO YOUNG ADULTS REESTABLISHING A 
PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST: THREE R’S, RE- 
ACQUAINTANCE, RECONNECTION AND RE-COMMITMENT 


by 
Delores Cain 


United Theological Seminary, 2014 


Faculty Mentors 
William H. Curtis, D.Min. 


Gina M. Stewart, D.Min. 


The researcher employed a qualitative approach to assist Youth and young 
adults between the ages of nineteen and thirty-five in reconnecting with their 
personal encounter with God; with a working hypothesis that “If Young adults 
were reacquainted with their personal encounter with God and re-connected to the 
importance of their personal relationship with God, they would develop a 
recommitment to the church and each other.” The researcher thus employed 
preaching, teaching, focus groups, exit interviews and a pre and posttest analysis. 
Using a Likert type scaled pre-and post questionnaire of attitudinal and behavioral 


changes the researcher tested the hypothesis. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Beginning with the book of Genesis, from Adam to Joseph, God has sought one 
central person to develop a relationship in order to reach others. Specifically, the story of 
Adam, Eve, Cain and Abel, Abraham, Jacob and his wrestle with God, Joseph, Jonah and 
Noah. Chapter one is God’s call of structure out of chaos in the creation of the earth and 
elements. We also see God creating mankind, blessing them, and giving them authority 
over all that has been created with just one commandment; they not touch the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil. Then we see the failure of man to obey God’s one 
command. The woman and the man were given all the trees to eat from but one, and it 
was that one tree that they desired to eat of. Since that time, we see a pattern in mankind 
to desire the forbidden, and to push the limits with God. As a result of mankind’s desire 
for the forbidden, the ground was cursed and the serpent was cursed. 

The serpent may have symbolically represented wisdom and full knowledge 
cursed to crawling on its’ belly. The picture seems symbolic of the fall of wise counsel 
and the ability to discern truth. Man and woman were kicked out of the garden where the 
ground gave up her increase freely and consistently. Mankind was made to labor for the 
land’s increase away from the tree of life less they live perpetually in sin. Yet, God 
continued to seek a relationship with humankind. If the Old Testament is a history of a 
people and their relationship with their God, then the people needed a hero. In fact, they 


needed someone who could continue the work specified by God in creation and another 


chance for redemption as sin was pervasive. The flood did not cleanse it, the institution of 
diverse languages could not cure it, and God was without a champion. It seems that 
through one, God’s grace and victory over sin is won. The Ten Commandments in the 
book of Exodus and Deuteronomy, provides us with the nature of the relationship based 
on a bilateral agreement between God and Israel. In the imagery of Hosea and his 
marriage to Gomer is a glimpse into the legal nature of their relationship and the need for 
a redeemer. In the book of Isaiah, within the messianic texts, is the means by which God 
makes good on His promise through the sending of His Son as the Messiah. The synoptic 
gospel ends God’s promise to mankind with the lineage, life lessons, and legacy of Jesus’ 
suffering and death. Clearly, God seeks a relationship with his creation and is willing to 
make the ultimate sacrifice to secure it. 

God seeks us out through a personal encounter. None of us arrived at salvation on 
our own. The search was borne out of God’s great love demonstrated in the giving of 
Jesus as a ransom for our sins. God reclaimed humanity through Jesus and seeks 
individuals for their good and divine glory. God desires to use one to reach many. The 
premise of this research project is when we recall our personal encounter with God; we 
are moved to do that for which we were called. Paul said “Not that I have already 
obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own” (Phil 3:12, NRSV). Paul recognized that his life had 
purpose and God’s call on his life had to be obtained because God reached out for Paul. 
The focus of this researcher is to develop a preaching or teaching modality for re- 
acquainting and re-committing young adults to their faith through a re-connection with 


their own personal encounter with God as a means of engaging them in service and 


sustainment of their faith. Young adults today belong to three generations, the oldest 
among them are Generation X, (30-35) the middle ages (22-30) are part of the Millennial 
generation and the last has been termed the IY (19-21) Generation. 

Today’s young adults have grown up in a postmodern society cast by some as 
being void of morality, with individuals who have adopted narcissistic tendencies and are 
suspicious of any organization or authority. Young adult Christians were raised by 
modernist’s and will most likely have their parent’s values. They were raised in the 
church because they had no choice. Those who leave will often return. Interest in this 
topic is not because there is an impending death of the church, but the need to assure that 
these young adults are integrated into the church and realize their value. 

Chapter one will present the subject of the research and a portrait of the journey 
and context in which this project takes place. The reader will discover my spiritual 
formation through a spiritual autobiography and the rational for selecting this research. 

Chapter two will discuss the state of the art in ministry and explore the meaning 
and definition of postmodernism and young adults. The chapter will explore the ideology 
of young adults in today’s postmodern culture, why they leave the church and strategies 
for engaging them in church ministry. 

Chapter three will identify the theoretical foundation for this ministry model. This 
chapter presents a biblical, theological, and historical perspective for focusing on this 
subject. Chapter four is a presentation of the methodological approach. This chapter will 
provide a rational for the selection of the research design, the hypothesis, the data 
collection method, and how the data will be used. The reader will also be introduced to 


the specific instruments such as focus groups and surveys. 


Chapter five is a report of the field experience, which provides a detailed 
presentation of an analysis of the data, collection of the data and outcome. The chapter 
will also present highlights and themes discovered during the weekly focus groups and 
sermons and implications on the outcome of the project. 


Chapter six is a summation of reflections and conclusions with recommendations 


for future replication. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


The development of a spiritual consciousness began within my family of origin. 
Many persons influenced my life, but none as much as my father, mother, siblings, aunts, 
and uncles. The path taken today is deeply rooted in the path and props of my childhood. 
I grew up in the home of a Baptist pastor. My father was the youngest of three children 
born to a man shortly after slavery ended and to a mother who later left when her son was 
an infant and passed for white. This influenced my dad’s life and his children as he has 
only seen his mother once in his life when she returned when he was aged fifteen. My 
father half-heartedly searched for his mother whenever he journeyed to his home state of 
Mississippi. 

Like my father before me, I clearly understand and forgive my grandmother for 
her abandonment knowing how difficult it was for Blacks in America to cope with 
southern racial discrimination and Jim Crow. I have never known any of my paternal 
grandmother’s relatives and feel a sense of loss when it comes to my father’s matriarchal 
side. There is a sense of hope that one day, someone will locate someone in that family 
and reconnect when it is time. The racial composition of my grandmother on the Morgan 
side is Spanish and African. My patriarchal grandfather lived to be ninety-nine years old. 
The time of death of his wife and mother of three children is unknown. All three children 


born to my patriarchal grandfather were ordained Baptists ministers. In fact, I joined the 


church when my uncle conducted a revival. My father had an uncle who was also a pastor 
that lived to be eighty-eight, but my father died at the young age of sixty-nine. My 
paternal uncle lived into his eighties and my paternal aunt was ninety-eight when she 
passed. The three siblings were very close and their lives were centered in the church. 
The paternal side of the family taught me the sincerity of ministry and commitment to the 
church and the cause of Christ. 

Both sides of my family have lived a long time. My mother comes from an even 
more racially diverse family than my father. My maternal grandfather died when her 
mother was seven years old. Many managed to live into the eighties and one grand aunt 
of lived to be 106. All the extended family members on both sides lived in Mississippi. 
Each summer and once in the fall or winter the family traveled to Mississippi to visit 
family during the turbulent 60’s but never did I have to deal with overt racism while in 
the company of my parents. The family ate in the parks and went to the bathroom in the 
parks to avoid whites only and Blacks only fountains, bathrooms or lunch counters. 

I was born the sixth of twelve children. My father worked as a machinist in a steel 
mill until he had to quit working to renovate the church when it relocated to another part 
of the city. He always worked hard and had more than one job to care for our family. He 
only had an eighth grade education, but he was brilliant. He organized a successful 
church that still exists today and ran a successful dry cleaning business with two 
locations. He owned three apartment buildings, one mechanic shop and ran a snow 
blowing business in the winter. He was a hustler for God and family. He taught his family 
how to trust and obey God and to give freely. He was a hero to our family. If he ever did 


anything wrong, it was never known to his children or church. He had an impeccable 


reputation and he lived the life he preached. He seemed fearless and a force to be 
reckoned. I face life with the same fearlessness and hopeful expectation, not because of 
who I am but to whom I belong. 

I am the third daughter of six daughters. When I was born, it was a tremendous 
day in the life of my parents. I remember my mother saying that it was the happiest day 
of her life. She had dreamed of giving birth to a daughter and could not be happier. My 
parents provided a loving and safe environment for us. At the age of five years old, I 
enjoyed assisting my mother in the kitchen as little girls too little to do much often do. 
My mother was cooking dinner one Sunday after church; she had fried some chicken and 
had placed the used oil in an old Crisco can. The can was in the middle of the large 
kitchen table inaccessible without the aid of a chair. I asked her mom if she could help 
her cook. My mother gave me the job of cleaning off the table with specific instructions 
that I should not touch the can in the middle of the table. I was told only to remove the 
bowls and the seasonings and put them into the pantry. 

After completing the task as assigned, I saw the can just sitting in the middle of 
the clean table and was displeased. I rationalized that my mother did not want me to 
move the can because it was too heavy. Seated around the table in a high chair was the 
newest little sister (8th born) of the family, who was eleven months old. I decided that I 
could pick up the can, put it away, and surprise my mother with a demonstration of 
strength and good work. I stood on top of a chair to reach the middle of the table and 
picked up the can only to discover that it was very hot. I threw it up, as a natural reaction 
to wanting to get it out of my hands. The grease splattered and a small spot fell onto my 


left ankle. But, her little sister had also gotten splashed across her shoulders, down her 


arm, and onto her thigh. She was rushed to the hospital and was listed in critical condition 
with third degree burns. I was scared for her sister and fearful of parental reprisal because 
of willful disobedience. 

My father was not home, he was visiting a member in the hospital between 
services. I knew that I was going to get a whipping because after all, I had been 
disobedient and my little sister had gotten hurt. But to my surprise, my dad looked at me 
that night, crying and apologizing and his reaction to my pain became a picture of God’s 
love for mankind. I had willfully disobeyed, because I did not fully understand the reason 
why I should obey. And her father showed compassion to her and instead of whipping her 
like she deserved, he forgave me and tried to comfort me by telling me that only God 
could heal my little sister and that my life was in God’s hands. 

It was in that moment that I decided to try God. I prayed and asked God to save 
my little sister’s life and that if he heard my prayer and responded favorably to my 
request; I would serve him the rest of my life. Today the once eleven month old critically 
injured sister is married with children and has no publicly visible signs of her extensive 
burning other than her upper left arm. 

I made God a promise at age five that I have tried to keep. One other incident 
helped to formulate my spiritual foundation and occurred at age five. A car struck me as I 
crossed the street. The car hit me hard enough to send me into the air landing on my side 
with my head on the pavement, but no broken bones. I saw the lack of injury as a blessing 
from God as I was crossing the street following my father into the church after being told 


not to follow him by my mother, but to hold onto her little brothers hand. 


My promise to God led me to confess belief in Jesus Christ and to join the church 
at age six. I tried to join at five, but my dad sent me back because he believed that I was 
too young and did not fully understand. I kept coming until he accepted me at age six and 
was baptized. I was the youngest among her eleven siblings to confess Jesus Christ and to 
be baptized. Most of my eleven siblings were adolescents or preadolescents when they 
confessed Jesus Christ. The promise I made at five years old led me to use the gift of 
music, as a soloist and choir director at my dad’s church. I also participated in the local 
elementary and high school chorus and the university of Illinois Black chorus as a lead 
soloist. 

One of the disappointments in my life was trying out for all city chorus at 
fourteen and being rejected because I could not accurately read music. It was the first 
time in my life that I had failed at anything I had attempted and it was very humbling. 

I grew up listening to Reverend C. L. Franklin sermons and when I was only 
eight, I preached, “Can These Dry Bones Live,” while playing church. Though I was 
teased about being the preacher and told that I could not preach because I was a girl, I 
responded by saying to her brothers and sisters, “It’s only make believe.” It was never my 
vision to become a preacher or to even date a preacher, because I knew the many 
sacrifices that came with the ministry. However, the thirst for the word and recognition 
that I owed God, my life was always prompting me to pay attention during the sermon. 

Since the age of eighteen, my thirst for the written and preached word grew as I 
attended special services and various denominational worship facilities. I enjoyed 
listening to preaching more than singing, yet singing filled my life. I would choose to go 


to a revival than to a concert because of my love for the preached word. I often mimicked 


10 


the hoop of Black preachers as I played with friends and family members knowing from 
experience that no wrong went unpunished. My goal was to finish high school, get 
married, and have four children. 

My dad was my pastor, mentor, friend, and hero. He was an honest family man 
and a hard worker that took care of his twelve children, wife, church, and employees. He 
believed that women were not supposed to preach or pastor. He did not teach or preach 
against them, he would simply leave a church where a woman sat in the pulpit. His sister 
was an ordained Baptist preacher, and she was never recognized as a preacher in his 
church. He did tell the congregation that she was a great woman of God and was a 
preacher whom he loved but she could not come into his pulpit. Therefore, if he did not 
invite his sister in, they knew not to present any other female to be invited to the pulpit. 
My aunt was a great example for me in humility because she often visited when the 
children were younger and warmly greeted her younger brother who was very close to 
her and all of her family. I learned that being a female preacher meant being over looked 
and isolated. 

I was accepted into college during my junior year and offered early admittance 
into the University of Chicago, which I declined as I looked forward to my senior year in 
high school and the prom. I was active in prayer meeting, Bible study, Sunday school, 
and choir rehearsal. I maintained a membership in the local church throughout high 
school. I graduated with honors, placed fourteenth in a class of 440, and was admitted to 
the University of Illinois, Champaign Urbana. I mastered discussion groups, and excelled 
in taking copious notes and decided that in three years I would graduate and go on to law 


school. 
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While in college, I joined a Freewill Baptist church under watch care and 
remained active in the church choir and Sunday school. It was my faith in God that 
helped me to complete four years of college in three years. 

I married when I was twenty. We loved each other and were learning how to 
adjust to marriage, when my husband decided that we should move from Illinois to 
Florida. They had only been married one year and the move was very traumatic because I 
was leaving behind parents and eleven brothers and sisters, to whom I was very close. All 
of my siblings were in the city of Chicago except for one sister in Detroit. 

We moved to Gainesville Florida. Gainesville was truly the south, rural, and dark, 
without family or friends and no job to occupy my time. I was totally dependent upon my 
husband and experienced cultural shock. The marriage immediately began to change. 

The marriage deteriorated, as we grew apart and ended in divorce after seven and 
a half years of marriage. The divorce was the fist great loss in my life. Until that time, I 
had testified that the only thing I knew about Jesus was, He is good...had never been 
sick, never broke, never any great problem, just blessed. The second loss was the 
accidental shooting death of a twenty-three year-old brother in 1983, followed by the loss 
of my father in 1985. It took five years of crying through Father’s day, family gatherings, 
and holidays to move through the loss of my father. 

It was clear that the age of twenty-eight, God called me to preach, while singing 
in the Florida Mass Choir. I became a lead soloist for the Florida Mass choir after 
beginning a community choir in Gainesville where she was also the directress and Bible 
study instructor for five years. But I was not willing to preach, because as far as I was 


concerned, it meant hardship. I continued to speak and teach the word in choir rehearsals, 
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Sunday school, and workshops. I became a youth day speaker until it was clear that I was 
no longer a youth. Afterwards I was invited to speak at Women’s Day programs, retreats, 
and as a singles workshop facilitator. 

I promised God that if he allowed me to finish a master’s degree in social work 
that I would give it back to him in 1982. God did what was requested and still in 1985 
after completing that degree, I did not acknowledge a call to ministry. My dad died that 
year and I remember thinking how strange it seemed to have a woman in the pulpit at his 
funeral. It was the first time that I sat in the same room with a female preacher with all of 
her family. After my fathers’ death, I found myself in the same place with women 
ministers from across the country because of my affiliation with the Florida Mass Choir. 
Some women ministers impressed me while others seem to embarrass me; I hoped that 
God would change his mind. 

A pastor friend, once asked me “Dee what are you so afraid of? I answered by 
saying nothing. But in retrospect I was afraid of being rejected, ridiculed and isolated 
from family and close friends. I even wondered if it would also mean an end of 
fellowship with my church. I tried to make a deal with God that if he let me find another 
husband first, then I would preach. Another fear was that being a female preacher would 
mean not getting married again. 

God continued to bless me and sent me away from Gainesville and into a new 
church, job, and larger community of Tampa Florida. After relocating to Tampa to take a 
job, I joined a church where two of my best friends were the founders and co-pastors. I 
became part of the core leadership of that church. At onset, there were sixty members. I 


became the praise and worship leader and only psalmist for each service for the first year. 
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I was content leading the church in praise, but God was not. I could not feel satisfied with 
my work for the Lord. I found myself crying when I should have been celebrating and 
rejoicing. I knew it was because I was failing to do what God had purposed me to do and 
even while I was rejecting his purpose, he continued to bless me abundantly. 

I tried to change my location and seek a different life as a consultant and trainer in 
1992 when I went to work for a Child Welfare Institute in Georgia. This new job required 
relocation and a substantial increase in salary to write curriculum, develop trainers and 
provide technical assistance to public and private child welfare agencies. After moving to 
Atlanta, I continued to commute to Tampa to attend church at least twice a month and 
often four. I continued to lead the worship and yet, no joy. After many tears, much 
prayer, conversations with my pastor and crying unto the Lord, I acknowledged my call 
to ministry at the ripe age of forty. 

God did not send the husband or give me a sense of peace with my call to 
ministry, but I still had to acknowledge the calling on my life. My mother informed me 
that my father had said that I would preach after he died, and therefore, my mother was 
not surprised. They both knew there was a calling on my life that neither spoke of. This 
information somehow brought a sense of acceptance and relief as I tried to become 
comfortable with the idea of being a female preacher. 

Twelve years had passed since I asked God to allow me to finish my masters’ 
degree. During those twelve years, I obtained three jobs without seeking the employment. 
God was clearly navigating my steps even in my career. The job in social work provided 
experience in understanding and responding to the needs of others. The trainer job 


provided experience in standing before crowds and gaining comfort in speaking and 
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impacting the lives of others. The job with the institute provided exposure to the world as 
a national speaker, international traveler, and consultant. This would help me develop key 
leadership skills and confidence in my ability to design organizational structures, 
curriculum and to contract with individuals. All these skills and abilities would shape me 
for ministry as a pastor. 

God allowed both of my brothers who were pastors in Chicago to extend their 
pulpits and congregations to me. This was not easy for either of them, because of their 
father. I initially preached from a podium on the floor at my older brother’s church and 
was invited to the pulpit of my younger brother’s church. The older brother after much 
prayer escorted me to his pulpit to preach a Women’s Day sermon in 2003. Since 2003, I 
have been an annual preacher at his church. Gaining my older brother’s approval and 
unconditional acceptance was as if I had also received her father’s. In fact, this brother 
told me after my first initial sermon that, “Daddy would be proud of you.” 

I felt certain that I was walking in obedience to God after acknowledging my 
calling yet changed churches three years after her initial sermon. I left without being 
licensed or ordained and was led to join the oldest Black Baptist church in Tampa. I had 
gone from a church with a membership in excess of 5,000 to a church with less than 500 
active members, from a ministry that was rapidly growing because of the preached word 
and praise to a church that had rapidly declined from its’ old days. I knew that God was 
behind the relocation to the new church when I met the pastor and caught a glimpse of his 
spirit. I talked with him about my ministry and he agreed to accept me as a minister of the 


gospel. He licensed me within three months of my membership. He ordained me two 
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years later and recommended me for an appointment as the assistant pastor. The church 
voted to accept the appointment and I was installed as the assistant pastor in 1999. 

Unequivocally I love my pastor and appreciate his humble, sincere spirit and love 
for God and me. He allowed me to preach often and to participate fully in the ministry 
and administration of the church. He graciously allowed me to share the preaching and 
most of the teaching responsibilities. In addition, I was asked to preach in several 
churches in several denominations throughout the city and the United States. My pastor 
introduced me to the Progressive National Baptist Convention of which Heritage 
Christian Community Baptist Church is a member. I am still a member of my former 
church even as I pastor Heritage. I consulted with my pastor before leaving to organize 
the Heritage Christian Community Baptist Church. 

I intended to complete seminary somewhere, but kept putting it off. I am totally 
convinced that God wanted me to be established as a preacher without seminary to prove 
to me that God would open doors for me, make a place for me to preach and teach me 
through his Holy Spirit. Now that I am known as a preacher, it was time to demonstrate 
my commitment to the gospel by completing an advanced degree in ministry, which 
demonstrates a willingness to study to be approved unto God based on God’s timing. 

My spiritual formation and desire for this degree is built on lessons learned from 
failure. The first spiritual failure experienced was an inability to maintain a relationship 
with my pastor who mentored me in the ministry, following my departure from the 
church. This pastor was not only a pastor, but also a best friend for more than seventeen 
years. The failure led to a closer relationship and dependency on the Lord. In times past, I 


would have consulted friends on any decision; afterwards it was just the Lord. Losing his 
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friendship meant losing others as well, due to his circle of influence. It was the most 
painful but fruitful season of my life. I watched God prevail and bless me since 
reconnecting with that relationship and I feel blessed for both the departure and the 
return. The other failure experienced was in being told that I had won an election to a 
church to which I had served as the Bible study instructor for over a year, only to be told 
later that there would be an outright disruption of the services if I showed up. It was 
painfully disappointing, but since I endured the pain of rejection by a friend, rejection 
from strangers was much easier. The pain taught me that God could nourish me back to 
health and heal the pain quicker than the last time. I also learned that with each struggle 
comes the faith for survival for the next storm, known, I trust God. 

My hope in completing this doctoral program is to sharpen my skills as a 
preacher, leader, and student of the word. The doctor of ministry is like a driver’s license. 
The license provides the credentials to those who expect certain skills and abilities from 
the driver along with accountability and responsibility based on a prescribed study of 
knowledge, skills, and abilities. 

After thirteen years in ministry and eight years of serving as assistant pastor, I 
was led to organize the Heritage church. Heritage began in May of 2007 with fourteen 
members and met at Hillsborough High school. Over five hundred persons attended the 
first service and seven persons joined. Four years later there was 560 plus active 
members and the church was paying a mortgage on a church that was purchased in April 
of 2009. In two years, Heritage had paid over half of the mortgage, and was looking to 
expand. The church tithes to other churches and is a one percent giver to their convention 


and one percent to benevolence, which is handled by the deacons’ ministry. The blessing 
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to the church has been obvious. There is no need that has not been met, other than more 
room. The focus of the Heritage Christian Community Baptist Church is concentrated on 
making every day interactions a ministry that will touch hearts and represent Jesus. Our 
motto is strengthening families and communities one individual at a time by any means 
necessary. Heritage Church strives to build harmonious relationships within the 
fellowship. The start of the Heritage Christian Community Baptist Church is the greatest 
challenge of my life but also the most enlivening experience. In all sincerity, Heritage 


makes pastoring easy. 


Heritage Christian Community Baptist Church 


Heritage Christian Community Baptist Church is located in the beautiful Tampa 
Bay area of Florida, in Hillsborough County, in the city of Lutz. Heritage is located just 
one quarter of a mile off the interstate. Dry cleaners, restaurants, grocery stores, 
apartment complexes, three schools, and a park are all within a mile of the church. 
Heritage has an extensive field for outreach and growth and a waiting population to 
canvass and compel. The Heritage Christian Community Baptist Church desires to fulfill 
the mission of Jesus Christ to save the lost and encourage believers as we are led by truth 
and humbled by grace as a Christ-Centered, Holy Spirit led Bible-based church. The 
vehicle by which this mission is being achieved is through 

e Evangelism and missions to teach Jesus and the power of his resurrection 


e Encouraging believers to surrender themselves to God as vessels for his use in 
improving the lives of others 


e Promoting the development of strong families through a dynamic fellowship, 


e Empowering youth and children with the word of God to counteract the 
negative influences around them and instill the power of prayer 
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e Unapologetically and unashamedly worshiping God with a willful desire to 
bring Him glory 


e To purposely promote Christian heritage and the godly legacy of love and 
longsuffering shared among all believers of all races and ethnicities 


e To empower communities and improve conditions by teaching the word of God, 
demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ with our hearts, mind, and hands. 


The church is governed by a constitution, articles of faith and incorporation in the 
state of Florida and according to the laws established for an approved 501c3 
organization. Heritage follows the articles of faith established by the Baptist 
denomination and adheres to the covenant of the Baptist church as recorded in the 
hymnal of the of the Progressive National Baptist Convention Incorporated. Heritage is 
a 1% member of the Progressive National Baptist Convention since being organized in 
2007. I am the current president of Florida churches until the regional conference in 
June of 2014. 

As of the 2010 census, Florida boasts a population of 311,591,917. There are 
19,057,542 people in Hillsborough County according to the 2010 census. There are 19, 
344 persons in Lutz, up 13% since the 2010 census.’ Lutz is considered a suburb and is 
located on the northeast side of Tampa. It is both urban and rural. The church is located 
in a rural area with mixed-use housing. There are mobile home parks, singlewide 
trailers and single-family homes all within the same block. The area is zoned 
agricultural, although there are no farms in the area. The current zoning allows four 
homes to an acre. The church is located on three plus acres and consists of two 


buildings and a storage facility, with numerous trees and foliage. Blacks comprise 4.8% 


'U.S Bureau of the Census.State and county Quick facts, accessed March 16, 2012. http://quick 
facts.census.gov/ qfd/ states/ 12/1271000.html. 
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of the population in the city of Lutz and less than 1% in the neighborhood and yet the 
church is 99% Black with just six whites, and two Hispanics having joined since we 
moved to the community. Two white males and one Hispanic attend the church 
regularly and only the two young white males are actively involved in a ministry.” 

According to the U.S. census, the median household income for Lutz between 

2006-2010 was $76,816 compared to $47,661 for the state. It is a community that has a 
history of being middle class and commonly a white community where Blacks did not 
go after sundown. 

At the end of 2007, the total membership of Heritage was one hundred and seven 
persons. Sunday morning services were held at Hillsborough high school and Bible study 
and choir rehearsals were held at a Baptist church in east Tampa. In 2008, the pastor and 
trustee chair began looking for properties to purchase. The church continued to grow at 
an estimated average rate of one hundred and twenty two persons per year. At the end of 
2008, the total membership was two hundred and nine. Heritage moved to Lutz in April 
of 2009, just two years after being founded. The current property was purchased in April 
of 2009 and the church began the first service in Lutz on Good Friday. 

The church has seen consistent growth in spiritual development, tithing, ministry 
involvement and membership after moving into the purchased location. The current 
membership is in excess of five hundred persons who are all active members. 

The total number of persons who have joined the church since it was organized 
totals 860 persons. Of those persons who joined one hundred and forty seven came as 


candidates for baptism. The retention rate of Heritage was approximately 77% with a net 


"Ibid. 
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loss of 22.3% in 2011. This rate has decreased in the last three years to just 59% with a 
net loss of 41%. This increase may be due to the large number of student members who 
graduate and return to their home cities but the actual reason has not been investigated at 
the time of this writing in 2014. The retention rate is most likely due to the following 
factors, initial welcome letter from the pastor, monthly contacts by deacons, weekly 
contacts by members of the quiver ministry, new members class taught by the pastor, 
friendliness of the membership and purposeful fellowship such as meals and other social 
events free and open to the membership. There is an intentional emphasis on fellowship. 

Heritage baptizes an average of three to six candidates per month, with the highest 
amount being thirteen. Rarely is there a month without candidates for baptism. 

The church leadership has a pastor, seventeen deacons, nine trustees, other 
ministry leaders, and eight associate ministers that make up the leadership team. The 
church is pastor led with assistance from the trustees for financial and facility related 
issues and assistance from the deacons in regards to spiritual or membership issues. The 
entire leadership team develops strategies and goals for the church in collaboration with 
the pastor working cooperatively together. A CPA on a monthly retainer and the church 
treasurer maintains the financial records. 

Since January of 2010, the church began making two payments per month and a 
lump sum payment of fifty thousand dollars in May of 2010 during the anniversary 
celebration led to the retirement of the mortgage in 2013. The church has no other 
indebtedness. 

The leadership meets once monthly for an hour and five hours quarterly to include 


training and ministry updates. Every quarterly meeting includes food. Eating together is 
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part of the strategy for maintaining relationships and creating opportunity for fellowship. 
There are currently twenty-seven ministries ranging from personal/social development to 
church management groups. The ministries are, Singles, Couples, Women’s, Men’s, 
Y.A.M.S. /youth, (Young Achievers Meeting Standards) K.E.Y.S. tutorial ministry, 
(Keep Educating Your Self) Agape, Quiver/New members orientation ministry, 
Shepherd’s Staff, Counseling, Technology, Usher, Music and Arts, Sanctuary, Trustee, 
Finance, Christian Education, Evangelism, Associate Ministers, Culinary, Nursing and 
Health Care, Helping Hands, Security, Couples, and Deacon ministry. All leaders are 
required to tithe and to be faithful in their attendance at services and meetings. 

The membership of Heritage is varied. It is estimated that most of the membership 
is married and the second highest group represented is the single for the second time 
members who are divorced or widowed. The remaining large group is singles ranging 
from nineteen to fifty eight years of age. The oldest member is a ninety-nine year old 
widow. The longest marriage is a couple in their 80’s who have been married sixty-six 
years. Our ministry attracts older or more middle aged couples with fewer young families. 
This may have been due to the lack of a children’s church and a viable teen church until 
January of 2014. There are two worship services per Sunday which are well attended 
with the middle aged attending the 7:45 A.M. and the younger adults and aged adults 
attending at 11:00 A.M. Heritage worship consists of praise and worship and an 
occasional hymn before the sermon. The Baptist service tends to attract those persons 
who enjoy upbeat, lively music and expository sermons. There is also a Sunday school 
that convenes at 10:00 A.M. until 10:45 A.M. along with new members class each 


Sunday. 
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When Heritage moved into the community, the evangelism ministry did door to 
door canvasing in the Tampa 33612 zip code. The 33612 zip code community is less than 
four blocks away on the other side of Bears Road, in Tampa, Florida. The ethnic groups 
and economic status within the 33612 zip code area is totally different than in the Lutz 
community where the church is located. The 33612 zip code area is comprised mostly of 
minority families who used to live in the city housing projects prior to the shifting of the 
housing projects to section eight housing. The area is highly transient and the nickname 
for the community is suitcase city. Most of the apartments were built for the University of 
South Florida students prior to the university building student housing. When the 
University built student housing about twenty years ago, all the apartments became 
available and it is the most densely populated area in the city of Tampa with seventeen 
thousand, six hundred and twelve households. Forty five thousand, seven hundred and 
three persons live in the 33612 zip code area. 

This community has a limited number of traditional churches. There are a number 
of storefront non-denominational churches that have relocated to the zip code area but 
most are small and without much space to grow. Heritage attempted to reach out to the 
community but the apartments do not allow solicitation even from church groups. The 
last canvasing or outreach was in 2010. 

Most of the current membership lives within ten miles of the church. The other 
members come from all over the Tampa bay area. The church is located close, 
approximately two miles or less to the University of South Florida and students 
frequently visit the church. The church hosts a University of South Florida (USF) day 


twice a year, in which we invite the students to the church, feed them and offer watch 
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care. The location of the church to the university community offers an opportunity for a 
campus ministry. 

Heritage has many assets; such as teachers, nurses, great singers and musicians, 
talented technology ministry, committed leaders and members, great location, viable 
facility with room for expansion and a warm friendly atmosphere in which to worship, 
regular visitors, members who attend Bible study and a growing church. 

The needs for Heritage church are; viable youth ministries that will promote 
spiritual growth while teaching the importance of community outreach, and to attract and 
maintain young families. Since a great number of the membership are young persons 
between the ages of nineteen and thirty-five, it is critical that those persons become 
involved in ministry and develop a personal relationship with Jesus that will sustain them 
and the ministry. The current worship format seems to attract them but it is not evident 
that they are rooted in the faith. The vast majority of those persons who attend the 11:00 
A.M. service are between the ages of eighteen to thirty-five. They come to worship but 
do not exhibit a relationship with each other or to Jesus to the extent that they are 
committed to regular attendance or participation in a ministry. 

We place a great emphasis on church relationships and maintained a relationship 
with church and ministry all through college. In fact, I have a connection to every church 
and or pastor, to which I has belonged to this day. Most of Heritage members have taken 
on the spirit of their pastor. There is a strong sense of belonging and identification with 
Heritage. The members are often seen wearing shirts or carrying bags or pads with the 
Heritage logo on it. But the young adults do not seem to stay for fellowship dinners or 


remain after services to get to know each other, yet many will take the time to get to 
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know their pastor by making an appointment to meet with her. The ministry is a mixed 
bag of varying economic levels, educational background and careers, but a true comfort 
with each other. The ministry to young adults would be a natural evolution for the 
Heritage church. The emphasis would be on education, secular and sacred, relationships, 
sacred, and secular and creating evangelistic opportunities within the Tampa and Lutz 
community. 

At the initiation of this project, there were four hundred and fifteen members over 
the age of eighteen. There were two hundred and eighty seven female members and one 
hundred and twenty five adult males. The ratio of female to male is 2.3 to 1. The 
estimated average age of the membership is around thirty-two. There are eighty five 
persons under eighteen, one hundred and two persons ages nineteen to twenty five 
according to our registrar and recording secretary and seventy-two persons ages twenty- 
six to thirty-five and ninety-six members who are thirty-six to forty-five years of age, 
sixty seven-forty six to fifty-five year olds and seventy-eight members over the age of 
fifty-five years.” There is a refreshing friendly spirit whenever the congregation meets. 
The ushers hug the members and the willing visitors as they enter the door and lead them 
to a seat with smiles. Heritage is viewed by most as a friendly and open atmosphere for 
praise, where the word will be preached and understood. 

Heritage is a young church whose survival depends on these young persons who 
must be mobilized to realize their relevance in reaching the lost in a changing society 
where relationships are sustained through technological savvy instead of face-to-face 


contact. 


*Heritage Christian Community Baptist church membership records, March 2012 and May 2014. 
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One of the sustaining factors in my spiritual walk has been my relationship to 
Sunday school instructors, deacons, and Christian friends who invested in my life. These 
relationships provided persons with whom I could share my faith and hold me 
accountable for adhering to Christian principles. Our life with Christ is an interdependent 
one. We need each other to pray for us, support us and encourage us. 

In 2012, there were approximately 174 young persons between the ages of 
nineteen and thirty-five. Since that time this population has decreased. Many aged out 
over the last two years beyond the age of thirty-five and others have moved or stopped 
coming to the church. Therefore, it is critical to the future of Heritage that we identify a 
specific approach for reaching and reconnecting nineteen to thirty five year olds to faith, 
ministry, and outreach. 

There are many young adults at Heritage involved in the music and arts ministry 
but most come to church and participate in worship without ever becoming involved in 
any ministry. Few persons under the age of twenty-five come to Sunday school or attend 
Bible study if they are not in the music and arts ministry. Even fewer have relationships 
with each other or engage in outreach ministry. The nineteen to thirty five year old young 
adults span across two generations. The two generations are X and Millennial. Generation 
X is those persons born after the baby boomers from approximately 1965 to 1980. The 
Millennial generation is those persons born after 1980 to 2000. Therefore, a generation X 
could be a parent of a millennial. This could pose a problem for integrating the two in one 
ministry, but hopes are that we will be able to engage both. 

Through the aid of the Holy Spirit, the pastor of Heritage hopes to develop a 


viable program to assist young adults in establishing a personal relationship with Jesus 
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Christ and each other. Relationships have been a vital part of my past and present and it is 
a staple for the Heritage ministry, yet it is not certain whether the young adults at 
Heritage are anchored in their relationship with Jesus. The goal of this research project is 
to remind these young adults of their personal encounter with God as a catalyst for 
gaining their involvement in the ministry, community, and each other. Many of the young 


adults are longing to belong and to feel a part of something. 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE STATE OF THE ART IN THIS MINISTRY PROJECT 


Relationships with God through Jesus Christ are not made at confession; rather 
scripture provides mandates and models. The first commandment of God calls us to a 
relationship that is based on love without holding any part of oneself back (NRSV). 

The question that begs to be answered is how do you develop a relationship with 
God. Is the process different under the law versus grace and what does God require from 
the person with whom the relationship is sought? 


Michael Scott Horton says, 


It is not uncommon to hear, even in today’s evangelical churches, that God does not really care 
how we come to him just as long as we come. However, there are a number of people in scripture 
who would beg to differ... They do not tell us how they found God through their felt needs, but of 
how they met someone they did not expect. These were close encounters of the very worst kind, 
and before we learn the delights, we must assess the dangers of intimacy with God.' 


Horton serves to remind us that intimacy with God involves an unexpected encounter that 
is both intimate and risky. Many individuals within our churches especially young adults 
are fearful of taking risks. 

Persons between the ages of eighteen to thirty five who were once in and those 
who have never been a part of the church, refer to themselves as spiritual, having a belief 


in God but not in Jesus or the church. One researcher by the name of Zhai relates this 


‘Michael Horton, In the Face of God (Dallas, TX: Word Publishing, 1996), 178, Kindle Edition. 
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phenomenon to divorce of the parents of these young adults and differentiates between 
religious and spiritual. 

Zhai defines this notion of spiritual versus religious thusly, religiousness often 
implies a connection with established institutional forms of worship, and a link with 
received theological doctrines and dogmas, most often those associated with Christian 
churches. By contrast, spirituality is widely perceived to be more individual and 
subjective, reflecting personal practices and experiences that may diverge from religious 
orthodoxy or convention. More specifically, being spiritual often refers to expressions or 
experiences of the transcendent or sacred in one's personal life. Whereas being religious 
is generally linked with congregational affiliation, attendance at services, and orthodox 
beliefs about scripture or other core elements of faith, being spiritual is often related to 
spiritual seeking, exploration of Eastern or New Age practices, and/or focus on notions of 
self-fulfillment or self-actualization derived from modern psychology.” 

The first time hearing someone say that they believed in God but not Jesus or the 
church was surprising coming from an African American female. It was believed all 
Black people knew Jesus or were open to church and Jesus. This young lady was 
interested in neither. In fact she went on to say that her generation had seen too much 
abuse of the church by preachers and others within the church and felt like there was 
another way to God other than the church. She had never confessed Jesus as Savior but 


was open to talking about him. 





Zhai, Jiexia Elisa, Christopher G. Ellison, Charles E. Stokes, and Norval D. Glenn 2008, 
"Spiritual, but not religious:" The impact of parental divorce on the religious and spiritual identities of 
young adults in the United States," Review Of Religious Research 49, no. 4: 379-394. ATLA Religion 
Database with ATLASerials, EBSCOhost (accessed June 1, 2012). 
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After hearing this statement, and in an interest in understanding these seemingly 
new phenomena, it was important to begin listening for similar statements from other 
youth and young adults. Several months had passed and it was noticed that other young 
adults felt similarly to the female encountered before. 

Recent studies have brought this phenomenon to light. The following research 


conducted by Drew Dyck noted the following. 


The percentage of Americans claiming no religion almost doubled in about two decades, climbing 
from 8.1 percent in 1990 to 15 percent in 2008. The trend wasn't confined to one region. Those 
marking no religion, called the Nones, made up the only group to have grown in every state, from 
the secular Northeast to the conservative Bible Belt The Nones were most numerous among the 
young: a whopping 22 percent of18-to 29-year-olds claimed no religion, up from 11 percent in 
1990. The study also found that 73 percent of Nones came from religious homes; 66 percent were 
described by the study as de-converts.* 


There are similar incidents where persons once involved in the church have left 
the church and now claim to be spiritual with no claim to the church or Jesus Christ. A 
former member of the Heritage church left a message saying he wished to talk. He 
wanted me to know how much he appreciated his pastor and how much the relationship 
meant to him, but he had since decided that he did not believe in Jesus after learning and 
studying African history. According to him, Jesus was a Euro-Centric entity contrived by 
Europeans to enslave and dominate. His study of Greek mythology and ancient African 
traditions had led him to believe that God is provable but Jesus is not. He went on to say 
that faith had nothing to do with believing in God, nature was proof of his existence but 
Jesus was unbelievable and made no sense. He had always had questions. After going to 
college, he felt he had the answers he needed. We talked for several hours and he said he 


was willing to keep the dialogue open and each confirmed their love for the other and a 


*Dyck, "The leavers: more than in previous generations,” (accessed May 29, 2012). 
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promise to stay in touch was given. While all this appeared new, research provides a 
different perspective. 

In a study of Twenty Something’s with the Barna Group, David Kinnaman, 
director of the research project concluded: “Much of the ministry to teenagers in America 
needs an overhaul—not because churches fail to attract significant numbers of young 
people, but because so much of those efforts are not creating a sustainable faith beyond 
high school.” 

The young man that left Heritage was the son of a Baptist preacher, a musician, 
and had been active in the church most of his life. It may be deduced from this, that 
active involvement and knowledge of Jesus does not constitute a personal relationship 
with Jesus. Similar statements were seen on the Internet and heard from former church 
members. Interest emerged in how a person could grow up in the church and grow out of 
believing in Jesus. Similarly, what could be done to help young adults grasp and maintain 
a personal relationship with Jesus that would be sustainable through college and young 
marriage? Many of our churches have youth and young adult ministries and yet there is 
still an exodus of youth and young adults following graduation from high school. 

In the book entitled You Lost me, David Kinnaman, identifies six themes that can 
be associated with the youth and young adult exodus from the church. The young adults 


find the church to be, 


Overprotective...the church is seen as a creativity killer where risk taking and being involved in 
culture are anathema... Shallow...boring... Few young Christians can connect their faith with 
their gifts, abilities and passions...does not give them a sense of calling... AntiScience... 
conclusion that faith and science are incompatible. ..science welcomes questions and skepticism, 
while matters of faith seem impenetrable... Repressive...religious rules, particularly sexual 
mores- feel stifling...Exclusive...they have been shaped by a culture that esteems open- 


“Wesley Black, "The search for lasting faith: development of a scale to predict continued 
faithfulness in church attendance following high school graduation." Journal Of Youth Ministry 6, no. 2: 
53-68. ATLA Religion Database with ATLASerials, EBSCOhost (accessed June 1, 2012). 
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mindedness, tolerance and acceptance. Thus Christianity’s claims to exclusivity are a hard 
sell... Doubtless... They do not feel safe admitting that faith doesn’t always make sense...” 


“There are certainly effective youth ministries across the country, but the levels of 
disengagement among twenty something’s suggest that youth ministry fails too often at 
discipleship and faith formation. A new standard for viable youth ministry should be— 
not the number of attenders, the sophistication of the events, or the cool factor of the 
youth group—but whether teens have the commitment, passion and resources to pursue 
Christ intentionally and whole-heartedly after they leave the youth ministry nest.” 

Many youth are no different than older Christians. An individual must resolve 
their feelings of guilt and bring an end to emotional turmoil. To that end, a person may 
choose to leave the church when their lifestyle does not match the doctrine and practices 
of those around them. The bottom line for all believers is the persistence to pursue faith 
in Jesus Christ. The word of God recognized this need for persistence as the Bible 
declares in 1“ and 2"! Timothy. 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance, and gentleness (Ti 6:11).’ Shun youthful passions and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure 
heart (Ti 2:22).* Youth and young adults leaving the church are not new. Many young 


adults throughout the centuries have left the church for a season to enjoy life without 





‘David Kinamon, You Lost Me (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2011), 92-93. 
°Black, "The search for lasting faith.” 
"Ti 6:11. 


8Tj 2:22. 
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boundaries. According to Drew Dyck there is a difference between times past and today’s 
culture. 

The cultural gravity that has pulled previous generations back to the faith has 
weakened or dissipated altogether. So twenty and thirty something’s are leaving—but 
why? When church people are asked, a variation of moral compromise is their answer. A 
teenage girl goes off to college and starts to party. A young man moves in with his 
girlfriend. Soon the conflict between belief and behavior becomes unbearable. Tired of 
dealing with a guilty conscience and unwilling to abandon their sinful lifestyles, they 
drop their Christian commitment. They may cite intellectual skepticism or 
disappointments with the church, but these are smokescreens designed to hide the reason. 
"They change their creed to match their deeds, as my parents would say.” What is the 
reason for this new thought among our young? How can the church impact this thinking 
in a way that will result in a spiritual awakening with an outcome of a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ? 

The Bible provides models of persons with whom relationships with God and 
Jesus Christ are established. When we consider relationships between God and the 
patriarchs, David, Saul, and Zacharias, a process can define each relationship. What does 
that process look like and how do we help others to complete the process, especially 
contemporary youth and young adults. Therefore, an interest is in developing a project 
for young adults that will focus on prophetic preaching to a disillusioned and entitled 
generation, to assist them in realizing God’s pursuit of a personal relationship from the 


beginning. The project will help young adults between the age of nineteen and thirty-five 


*Drew Dyck, "The leavers: more than in previous generations, 20 and 30 something’s are 
abandoning the faith: why?" Christianity Today 54, no. 11: 40-44. ATLA Religion Database with 
ATLASerials, EBSCOhost (accessed June 1, 2012). 
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to identify God’s desire for a relationship and how to assess their own relationship with 
Jesus Christ or lack thereof and how the relationship is gained or lost. There is a basis for 
believing that youth and young adults can be reached as evidenced by prior research. 
Masters et al., report, “Overall, students reported high levels of interest in spirituality 
(80%) and participation in some form of religious expression (76-81%). Although 
important distinctions emerged between those who identified themselves as spiritual and 
those identified as religious, students who were strongly religious also tended to be 
highly spiritual.”'° 

In Tim Elmore’s book, iY Generation: Our Last Chance To Save Their Future is a 
depiction of a generation. This book identifies for us the urgency to reach and minister to 
this 1Y generation. Elmore says, “Half of the world’s population is under twenty-five 
years old...In America, their numbers rival that of the baby boomers... Their population 


ll 
»”’ Elmore 


may grow as large as a hundred million, nearly a third of our total population. 
characterizes this Generation iY as being overwhelmed, over-connected, overprotected 
and over-served. Generation iY, according to Elmore is all about I, with narcissistic 
tendencies.” 

Generation iY needs connection with God and to believe in someone other than 


himself or herself. Without a relationship with God there would be a tendency to view 


themselves as the source and substance of their entire existence. There would be no need 





‘Kevin S. Masters, Kate B. Carey, Stephen A. Maisto, Paul E. Caldwell, Thomas V. Wolfe, 
Harold L. Hackney, Christopher R. France, and Lina Himawan. 2009. "Psychometric examination of the 
brief 1. Multidimensional measure of religiousness/spirituality among college students." International 
Journal For The Psychology Of Religion 19, no. 2: 106-120. ATLA Religion Database with ATLASerials, 
EBSCOhost (accessed May 29, 2012). 


Tim Elmore, Generation iY: Our Last Chance to Save their Future (Atlanta, GA: Poet Gardner 
Publishing, 2010), 19. 
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for an 1Y to have dependency or reliance on the supernatural power of divinity to aid or 
assist them. Elmore relates the problems of this generation to dysfunctional schools and 
parenting. The parents of this generations award everyone, even when they are last, rather 
than teaching children that they can and will fail. The basic development of a youth is 
founded in knowing and accepting that you do not have to be best at everything. Elmore 
identifies seven lies that will disable a generation. 

Lie number 1) You Can be Anything You Want To Be 

Lie number 2) It’s Your Choice 

Lie number 3) You Are Special 

Lie number 4) Every Kid Ought To Go To College 

Lie number 5) You Can Have it Now 

Lie number 6) You’re a winner just because you participated 

Lie number 7) You Can Get Whatever You Want"? 

The lies told must be dealt with and where the schools and the home fail, the 
church must succeed. The prophetic preaching of the gospel message must succeed in 
reengaging the parents in what is truth and redirecting our youth to a reality 
consciousness of Jesus Christ. The church must reach this postmodern generation. 

Drew Dyck refers to this postmodern generation as a different universe. Dyck 
identifies postmodern youth as persons who do not believe in reason, persons who are 
suspicious of metanarratives, with a belief that there is a different truth for each 


individual and therefore no story could encapsulate the full truth. The postmodern seeks 
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truth in experience rather than rationality when it comes to their spiritual and moral 
beliefs. '* 

Prophetic preaching must deal with this suspiciousness held by postmodern youth 
and young adults through their experiences. To tell the gospel message alone may not 
result in acceptance and belief for the postmodern youth and young adult. The prophetic 
preacher must make real the story by bringing Christ to life in the life of the church and 
especially the youth and young adults. They cannot just hear of him, they must 
experience him in their everyday life. 

Dyck says that while metanarratives are suspect, personal narratives are seen as 
sacred and held in reverence, so tell your story. Dyck invites us to follow Jesus. He told 
stories and invited persons to serve with him, gained their trust and they followed his 
leadership. If we are to reclaim the youth and young adults of this postmodern age, we 
must show them Jesus not bellow out the sermons or stand in classrooms projecting 
pictures of the past, we must make Jesus Christ relevant and real through experiences.” 

Stretzer, Stanley, and Hayes in their book entitled, Lost and Found identifies four 
general types of the younger un-churched. This book is aimed at the twenty to twenty 
nine year olds. The four types identified are, “Always un-churched, (never been 
involved)...” De-churched, (having attended as a child)...Friendly un-churched (not 
particularly angry at the church)... and Hostile un-churched (hostile at the church or has 


had some negative experience with the church.”'® “Forty three percent of the younger un- 


"Dyck Drew, Generation EX-Christian: Why Young Adults Are Leaving The Faith ... And How 
To Bring Them Back (Chicago, IL: Moody publishers, 2010), 24-28. 
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churched said they were spiritual but not religious... Forty percent of the unchurched 
identify with a denomination or faith group... only sixteen percent said they belonged to 
an organization or club that provides the same experience or feeling they might expect in 
a church...more than 60 percent reported attending church weekly when they were 
growing up.” 

These so called un-churched young adults who saw themselves as spiritual but not 
religious, when asked their agreement with the statement, “I consider myself spiritual 
because I am interested in knowing more about God or a higher supreme being... 

Seventy three percent of those in their twenties and sixty two percent of those in their 
30’s agreed strongly or somewhat to that statement.”!* As preachers and pastors, the 
future is not bleak but hopeful. The young un-churched are seekers and therefore they can 
be reached. It also means that the church must gear up to do evangelism in a different 
way. The questions we ask, the strategies we employ, and even the messages we present 
must be based on what we know. The young un-churched want to believe but are 
suspicious of meta-stories but revere personal testimonies. We must reach this 
postmodern, iY generation of Millennials with the gospel message before they take bits 
and pieces of many so called truths and wind up believing in a lot of everything resulting 
in a faith in nothing. 

According to Rainer and Rainer authors of the book the Millennials, a millennial 
is “more likely than not to have a syncretistic belief system. He or she tends to take 
portions of beliefs from various faiths and non-faiths and blend them into a unique 
spiritual system... and to care less about spiritual matters than his or predecessor 
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generations.”!” According to Rainer and Rainer’s research, only fifteen percent of 
Millennials are true Christians, out of a sampling of 1200 Millennials.”° 

Rainer and Rainer acknowledged that terms such as religious, spiritual and 
Christian are often self defined or loosely defined and therefore confusing. The two 
Rainer’s asked the respondents if they were born again Christians and defined born again 
as “those who have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ and believe that they 
will go to Heaven because they have confessed their sins and accepted Christ as their 
Savior. Twenty percent affirmed this definition of their belief and experience.””! 

While the original percentage was greater than fifteen percent, the actual 
percentage decreased as the authors further defined Christianity based on historical 
Christianity as evangelicals. We can conclude from this that even when Millennials are 
engaged, they may not be where you think they are. The postmodern youth and young 
adult must be engaged in dialogue to determine what they believe and what they need 
from us to find the God belief that they seek. It is essential that we define the terms with 
them and help them to construct their own belief and serve as the navigator to assuring 
that they reach a level of belief consistent with the word of God for salvation. 

Mike Glenn, author of in real time states the following in his book, “For the vast 
majority of my professional career in the church, success has been about attendance...We 
developed any number of schemes and programs to encourage attendance...Tragically we 
did not put the same emphasis on growing believers into maturity...Thus faith was 


perceived as something that was emotional and momentary... My Sunday experience and 


‘Thom Rainer and Jess Rainer, The Millennials (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 2011), 229. 
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my faith were segregated from the rest of my life.” 


It has become clear that prophetic 
preaching in this postmodern era must blend the daily experience and the walk of faith. 
Youth and young adults must be challenged to live out their faith and be assured of what 
the outcome of faith is and where they will spend eternity. 

Thom Rainer and Sam Rainer writes in their book, Essential Church, “By age 


twenty-one, most dropouts are basically gone.””* 


There is evidence that the dropout 
begins before the youth goes away. Most youth still live with their parents and follow the 
rules and traditions of their parents. But once they go away to college, youth can make 
their own choices and decisions about their activities and organizations to which they will 
join. Rainer and Rainer identifies seven sins of a dying church, “Doctrine Dilution; loss 
of Evangelistic Passion; Failure to be Relevant; Few Outwardly Focused Ministries, 
Conflict Over Personal Preferences; The priority of Comfort; and Biblical Illiteracy. The 
dismal reality is that the vast majority of churches have become nonessential. We also 
believe that the church can make a dramatic turnaround. But we believe that the four 
phase essential model applies to any church.” 

The four-phase model requires that the church rethink and reevaluate the way 
ministry is completed. The first phase is to simplify. This phase involves a succinct and 
clear way to make disciples. The second phase is to deepen. This phase relates to the 


strength of biblically based teaching and preaching. The third phase is to expect. This 


phase relates to the congregation a clear communicative expectation of commitment to 
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Thom Rainer; Sam Rainer III, Essential Church: Reclaiming a generation of Dropouts, 
(Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2008), 15. 


-Tbid., 16-21. 


39 


the membership. The fourth phase is to multiply. This phase involves purposeful and 
strategic outreach to increase membership to the body of Christ and establishing new 
churches.” 

This simple four-phase strategy does not require death of any relevant part of 
worship or ministry. This four-phase strategy requires that the pastor-leader evaluate their 
worship and ministry in terms of the outcome to develop mature Christians who are 
connected and committed to each other, based on sound biblical doctrine that are engaged 
in purposeful evangelism for souls. Reaching this postmodern generation of 1Y and 
millennia’s’ means to continuously reassess these four phases and to assure that youth 
and young adults are engaged within each phase. 

We have defined the population, identified the problem and some possible 
solutions. The only thing left to discuss is the potential strategies for employing the 
strategies within the church and the expected outcomes for the church and the 
community. “Gaining a knowledge of postmodernity does not mean you must 
compromise the message to suit the hearer, risk being corrupted, or lose your moorings in 
Christ... This is perhaps the greatest tension the contemporary church wrestles with-how 
to reach the present age without selling out to ne 

“The time has come for today's preachers to do the missionary garb." The better 
seminaries have long included courses in the mission’s curriculum to help prospective 
missionaries read the culture they are about to enter, observes Don Carson. "But such 


courses are rarely required of students in the pastoral track. The assumption is that these 
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students are returning to their own culture, so they do not need such assistance. But the 
rising empirical pluralism and the pressures from globalization ensure that the 
assumption is usually misplaced.””’ “One of the clear and present dangers for Christian 
belief is being wed to the enlightenment and encased in an approach to ministry that 
allows Christianity to be viewed as a thing of the past.””* 

The name of our focus group is, “Prophetic Preaching Prophetically in a Post 
Modern World: Communicating with Contemporary Audiences.” This focus group sheds 
a light on the importance of relevant, reaching and restorative preaching that will capture 
the minds of the postmodern individual. Young adults are postmodernist though raised by 
those who at one time embraced modern thinking and practices. Some people relate 
prophetic preaching to foretelling, but when I recall the word of God to his first prophet, 
Abraham, it merely involved an appointment to speak for God. In its’ simplest form it is 
the proclamation of the gospel. In its’ more extended form, it is the proclamation of the 
gospel within a contemporary context that addresses social issues. But there are those 
who define prophetic peaching as predictive of the future or the courage to speak the 
truth of God in a morally and socially bankrupt society. “Ottoni-Wilhelm differentiates 
prophetic preaching from both moral exhortation and “predicting the future... She also 
reminds us that prophetic preaching must be undertaken in the Spirit of Christ, reflecting 
his compassion for the world and its brokenness.””” Walter Brueggemann describes 


prophetic preaching in his book entitled The Practice of Prophetic Imagination thusly: 


-TIbid., Kindle Edition, Kindle Location 73-76. 
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prophetic preaching as a probe of ancient prophetic texts with inescapable side glances at 
contemporary issues. This latter perspective focuses on texts rather than immediate 


contemporary context; in many congregations this is a more viable approach that may 
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lead, on occasion, to direct or implied connections.””” Brueggemann believes that God, 


YHWH must be imagined as an active and effective agent in the world who is presented 
in contrast to the cultural notions or beliefs of the world by preachers.*! 

These two definitions do not try to imply an ability to foretell the future as the 
prophets of old, but to the forth telling of the word of God as divinely heard or inspired in 
the heart of the preacher. The Curtis-Stewart group on prophetic preaching asked Dr. 


Curtis to define prophetic preaching. His response was: 


What is prophetic preaching? That is what I am sitting here wrestling with? I define prophetic 
preaching a little differently. I don’t think it’s social commentary, necessarily. I don’t think it’s 
Afro-—centricity, necessarily. I don’t think it’s the wedding of the two. I see prophetic preaching as 
heralding the necessity for the centrality of the sovereignty of God in the life of a believer, that 
culture, and that context. Whether that includes racial issues, social issues, gender specific issues; I 
think we have watered prophetic preaching down to our cultural issues and that’s not necessarily 
for me prophetic preaching. So then Postmodern Prophetic preaching would be how does that look 
in post modernity? How do you now deal with racial issues with a black president, and what now 
would be prophetic when as Barbara Amos said, which I thought was ingenious, this election was 
won on the solidarity of those on the periphery. Does prophetic in the future now mean not just 
black solidarity but does it mean black and Latino solidarity? I wrestle with all of that. That’s my 
loose definition of prophetic preaching. And for me the current contemporary garments of that, 
dilutes and destroys some of what has been the straight lines of separation between races, genders, 
countries, and etc.” 


The definition of prophetic preaching is not unanimously agreed upon, but Dr. 
Curtis definition and explanation struck me as both ingenious and Holy Spirit inspired. 
Therefore a working definition of prophetic preaching, which combines the 


Brueggemann, and Curtis definition is, 
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Prophetic preaching is the presentation of the action of God in the earth applied to the listener’s 
cultural context, yet not altered because of it. Young Adults need to know God. They have 
numerous resources to gain clarity on cultural issues, norms and problems. The preacher’s voice 
must speak to relevancy and as Dr. Curtis said “the Sovereignty of God.” They must be reached by 
the word and not by gimmicks and programs that will tire the church and retard spiritual 
formation. 


Prophetic preaching to the postmodern means being attuned to what we know 
about the culture today and making the gospel alive for those who were raised in an 
experiential, performance based and visually stimulated society. The ministry focus for 
this project is to develop a preaching/teaching modality for reaching, reclaiming and 
recommitting young adults to the faith through a reconnection with their own personal 
encounter with God that is geared to their need for experience and to question what may 


have been established as truth without compromising the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


CHAPTER THREE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATION 


Chapter three will present a theoretical foundation for this project, “Prophetic 
Preaching to Young Adults to Re-establish a Personal Relationship with Jesus Christ: The 
Three R’s, Re-acquaintance, Reconnection and Re-commitment.” In this chapter, each 
foundational pillar will be briefly summarized to identify how each foundational pillar 
supports the premise and practical ministry focus for this research topic. 

The research thus completed in regards to the biblical texts and history focuses on 
individual character vignettes as a demonstration of the impact of a personal encounter 
with God and subsequent service. 

This project has constructed two of the three theoretical foundational pillars on 
individuals. This was done intentionally based on research gathered about this emerging 
generation called X, Millennial, 1Y and Z. Individual stories of conversion experiences 
may prove to be important to today’s youth as Tim Elmore’s book entitled 1Y generation; 
our last chance to save their future, is a depiction of a generation.’ Elmore characterizes 
this Generation 1Y as being overwhelmed, over-connected, overprotected and over- 


served. Generation iY, according to Elmore is all about “I’’, with narcissistic tendencies. 


'Tim Elmore, Generation iY: Our Last Chance to Save their Future (Atlanta, GA: Poet Gardner 
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Generation iY needs connection with God and to believe in someone other than 
himself or herself. Without a relationship with God, there would be a tendency to view 
themselves as the source and substance of their entire existence. There would be no need 
for an 1Y to have dependency or reliance on the supernatural power of the divine to aid or 
assist them.” 

“Knowing God is a process that can no more be exhausted than the exploration of 


the universe. There is always another blazing aspect to discover in God.” 


This quote 
reminds us that there is always more to know about God, no matter who you are or you 
are supposed relationship with him. This pastor also reminds us that to know God is an 
unending series of steps that do not end with confession and belief. Every relationship 
with God, is developed through a basic process. 

God calls each of us through Jesus Christ. After we are called, we are tested and 
tried, not to prove our love for him, but his great love for us. It is in the process of trials 
and tests that God becomes real and personal. Many of us heard of God but it was not 
until we had our own personal experience that we could say un-equivocally that the 
existence and power of the divine is real. Therefore young adults who have been in 
church as participants of Sunday school and members on the usher and music and arts 
ministries have a hearing knowledge of God but many leave the church to explore other 
deities because the personal reality of God has not always occurred. 


There are many factors that may impact the religious affiliation of young adults. 


One factor supported by research conducted on a sample of 1500 young adults aged 
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eighteen to thirty five, related church attendance, and affiliation with divorce. The 


research concluded the following: 


The offspring of divorced parents report substantially lower average levels of religious attendance 
in adulthood compared with young adults raised in intact families... However, there is no 
evidence that parental divorce depresses non-organizational religious involvement (e.g., prayer 
life) or subjective religiousness (e.g., feelings of closeness to God) in adulthood... A clear 
explanation for the link between parental divorce and low adult religious attendance: Divorced 
fathers are much less engaged in religious socialization of their offspring than fathers in intact 
families... Although divorced mothers are also less proactive in religious training, it is the 
distinctive role of fathers that appears to account for the gap in self-reported attendance among 
young adults.” 


This article suggests that young adults are impressionable and they rely on their 
parents to introduce and sustain their faith throughout childhood by their father’s. Fathers 
have an important role in the spiritual formation of their children. Because sociologists 
and not theological researchers conducted the study, they might have overlooked the 
moral in-congruency of divorce and faith in God. Perhaps young adults were impacted by 
the fact that their parents could not maintain a marriage despite the power of God to help 
them. This may have led to a reduction in their faith in God and the belief that God is 
able to do all things and or is looking out for their best interest. These issues should be 
explored in further research. The major take away for us as Christians is the fact that 
youth and young adults must discuss these issues as they arise in their development so 
that assistance may be given in understanding the permissive will of God versus his 
perfect or preferred will. 

Young adults today between the ages of nineteen and thirty-five live in a 
postmodern age, very different from the boomer and silent generations of yesterday, as 


we shall see as we view the historical foundation of this project. Post modernity is 
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defined by Graham Johnson in his book entitled, Preaching to a Postmodern World, says, 
“Each person becomes his or her own authority in interpreting life and in determining 
what's the right path. "Do what's right in your own eyes," postmodernity seems to say.° 

Leonard Sweet says, “I call postmodernity an EPIC culture: Experiential, 
Participatory, Image-driven, Connected. In the midst of one of the greatest transitions in 
history—from modern to postmodern—Christian churches are owned lock, stock, and 
barrel by modernity.” 

These young men and women have been reared believing that they deserve a prize 
for trying. They have their own ideology and question everything that was once 
considered sacrosanct, including Jesus. They want immediate results because their 
expectations have been shaped by a society soaked in savvy technological gadgets. The 
church can either see these postmodern young adults as a deficit or an asset. These young 
people were groomed to multi-task. They do not mind being involved in various things at 
the same time. They are waiting with open minds to be engaged and are community 
conscious. Every church needs members with the ability to multi-task, who is open and 
expectant. 

Stephens and Watkins in their book entitled From JayZ to Jesus summed up the 


situation well: “The need for young adult ministry is evidenced by the fact that young 
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adults are not returning to church even while they are trying to figure out spiritual 
questions in the world.”* 

Prophetic preaching to the postmodern means being attuned to what we know 
about the culture today and making the gospel alive for those who were raised in an 
experiential, performance based and visually stimulated society. The ministry focus of 
this researcher is to develop a preaching/teaching modality for Re-acquainting and Re- 
committing young adults to their faith through a Re-connection with their own personal 
encounter with God as a means of engaging them in service and sustainment of their 
faith. 

Young Adults are trying to grasp their spiritual purpose and find where they 
belong and if no one helps them in their search, they will choose what is readily available 
because that is what they have been conditioned to do. Scott Wilcher reminds us of the 
forecast if we do not act. “Many studies demonstrate that young people who were active 
in a church as children are leaving in significant numbers by the age of twenty-five. Most 
American studies put the range between seventy and almost ninety percent. The future of 


the church is bleak—unless we implement changes.” 


Old Testament 


Every relationship with God is developed through a basic process is the thesis. 
Thus study will explore the content, context and character development of Jacob and Paul 


in two specific texts: Jacob in Genesis 28:10-22; 32:24-30 and Paul in Acts 9:1-17, 22:1- 





Sid. 
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22. The texts will illustrate that every person with whom God has a relationship is 
charged with a task. God calls a person; followed by a human response, which leads to 
the clarification of the task that God assigns the person whom he chooses. 

The choice of these two characters is based on two criterion: 1) the presence of a 
relationship with God that could be depicted or described in a text; and; 2) the picture of 
each without a relationship but knowledge of God prior to a genuine relationship, which 
allows for comparison and contrast in the character development of each. The other 
criterion used was to choose someone whom most would agree had a genuine 
relationship not just knowledge of God. The purpose is to identify the process by which 
humans develop a relationship with God whether under grace or the law. 

Relationships with God in scripture depict God in an authoritative position, such 
as the potter and the clay, and within the relationship, God summons the individual. God 
ordains the time and the place. In fact, the following quote from an article in the [Preach 


Bible reference has the following to say about relationships with God. 


A relationship with God is not easy nor always comfortable. In fact, our own assurance and 
comfort is hardly the point. When passion drives both God and us toward each other, the 
relationship can be a thing of utmost beauty and joy, like the best of human loves and even more. 
But closeness means risk, and danger always lurks.'° 


As we look at our two characters, we can see the risk and the danger of engaging 
in a relationship with God, but speaking for one who has had the privilege of this 


relationship, the rewards are well worth the danger. 
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Text Structure 


Genesis according to Linda Hinton in the Basic Bible Commentary is a story of 
creation with expressions of God’s will.'' Hinton goes on to say that conformity to God’s 
will is the equivalent of good and pleasing to God.” Genesis 28 is a historical narrative 
consisting of four major movements concerning two main characters, Jacob and Esau. 
The movements build upon each other and climax in chapter 33. 1) The first movement is 
the blessing and departure of Jacob from Canaan with instructions for taking a wife; 2) 
The second is Esau’s reaction to Isaac’s blessing and instruction to Jacob. Esau realizes 
his father’s disapproval of his marriage; 3) The third movement is Jacob’s journey to 
Padan Aram and his vision. Jacob viewed angels ascending and descending from heaven 
on a ladder and God at the top promising to bless Jacob as he had promised his 
grandfather Abraham; 4) The fourth is seen as Jacob makes a provisional vow to accept 


God as his God, if God delivers on the provisions Jacob specifies. 
Literary Context 


This text is found in the book of Genesis, also known as the book of beginnings, 
the law book, and the Pentateuch. Genesis introduces the reader to God and his 
relationship with mankind. According to Joseph Blenkinsopp in the New Interpreters 


Bible Commentary, Genesis is a statement of faith... The book of Genesis is about 


"Linda B. Hinton, “Law: Introduction to Genesis,” Basic Bible Commentary, vol. 1, Genesis. 
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relationship. 'S The first relationship is with Adam but Adam fails the test and so God 
chooses Noah, and Noah falls off the scene and the third man he calls is Abraham. Joseph 
Blenkinsopp refers to Genesis as a narrative, tracing the history of Israel through four 
generations. Namely, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and J oseph.'* Terrence E. Fretheim in his 
introduction to the book of Genesis places emphasis on the lack of consensus on the label 
of Genesis as a narrative, story, myth, or history. Fretheim offers the word saga as the 
literary type for the book. 8 Agreement is possible with Blenkinsopp and Fretheim as 
Genesis presents God sincere desiring relationship with his creation. The saga begins as 
mankind falls short of being trustworthy or faithful despite the ongoing faithfulness of 
God. 

Genesis depicts the saga of the life and times of a people told from their 
perspective. This saga beginning with their creation by God through their destruction by 
flood, results in one man’s family being saved and replenishing the earth with three 
nations and all the created beings in chapters 1-11. 

In Genesis 12, God turns again to one and seeks a relationship with Abram and 
his seed. Abram exemplifies faith by leaving the comfort of the known without knowing 
God or the place to which he was sent based on some promises and thus the story of a 
nation begins. As Genesis is the beginning of God and his demonstrated desire for 


relationship with his creation, so is the story of Jacob the beginning of a nation through 
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which God will ultimately gain the relationship he seeks. His story takes up a large 
portion of the book of Genesis, beginning in chapter 25, with the exception of chapter 26 
and portions of chapter 36, Jacob’s story is laid out in 10 chapters. '° 

Jacob is the youngest of the twin sons born to Isaac and to a once barren mother 
named Rebekah. According to the 25 , chapter of Genesis, when Rebekah is troubled by 
her pregnancy and she inquires of God, the following response is written. “And the LORD 
said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be 
divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger’” (Gn 
25:23, NRSV). It is not known if this information motivated Rebekah to assist her son in 
deceiving her husband and stealing his brother’s birthright, but it is possible that she saw 
her eldest son’s hunger and her husband’s failing eyesight as an opportunity for the 
younger son to receive the blessing of his father and thus fulfilling the prophecy she had 
received. 

Fretheim in his introduction to Genesis had this to say, ““Why would God speak 
directly to Rebekah about such matters? God takes sharp risks in being misunderstood. 
Giving Rebekah (or any human being) such information will tend to predispose her to act 
in certain ways towards her sons...She chooses to tilt towards Jacob.”'’ The 28" verse 
says, “Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob” (Gn 
25:28, NRSV). In the beginning, we see that the two parents had their favorite, which 
may have been the source of rivalry between the children. We may also understand more 


fully Rebekah’s possible motivation for helping Jacob steal his brother’s blessing. 


‘Tbid. 
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According to Genesis chapter 25, Jacob used his brother’s hunger and his culinary 
skills to buy his twin’s, birthright for a pot of stew. With deceit and trickery, Jacob had 
also stolen the covenant blessing of Abraham, which was to be passed down to his 
brother Esau. Jacob’s mother, a party to Jacob’s deceit sends him to her brother’s home 
to find a wife among his daughters and prevent Esau from killing him. In this story we 
see a repetitive theme from a former generation. Ishmael had been sent away from the 
family because Sarai thought that Hagar was mocking her and would try to put her child 
ahead of the legitimate heir, Isaac. And it would seem that history was about to repeat 
itself again as Jacob leaves home because of a dispute and threat of harm at the hand of 
his brother in Genesis chapter 28. We should note that at this time, Jacob had no personal 
communication with God. In actuality, this event separates Jacob from everyone he 
knows and positions him to trust in a power greater than himself. 

In Genesis 28, verses 1-5, Isaac blesses Jacob and bestows upon him the blessings 
of Abraham, which according to Genesis 12 was to, 1) Bless those who bless him; 2) 
Curse those who curse him; 3) To make him a great nation; and 4) Bless all families of 
the earth through him (Gn 28:1). Isaac then tells Jacob in Genesis 28:2, “Go at once to 
Padan Aram to find a wife from the house of Rebekah’s brother Laban.” 

In verses 10-12, the text tells us that Jacob leaves his father’s house and journeys 
to Haran to find a wife. Haran was a city included in Padan Aram in Northern 
Mesopotamia. '® The distance is unknown as different writers relate different mileage. 
Whether it is 500 miles to the end of his journey or just forty-eight miles to Bethel as 


indicated by the following quote, “A forced march he had reached Beth-el, about forty- 
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eight miles from Beersheba, and had to spend the night in the open field.”'? The journey 
took days to months or years even. We do not know how many days after his departure 
that he spends the night in Luz, but the text said he spent the night because it was sunset. 

At first reading, it would seem that the night spent at Bethel was coincidental but 
it is the same place where his Grandfather had rested during his journey from Haran to 
Canaan, which is the reverse of Jacob’s journey (from Canaan to Haran). The name 
Bethel means the house of God or the place where God dwells.”° So it would seem that it 
is a name given to a place where the presence of God is. As Jacob lays down on a stone 
for a pillow, he begins to dream. Jacob saw a ladder, but some writers are of differing 
opinions as to what the ladder really was. Manners and customs of the Bible says, “He 
had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to 


»?I The bottom line 


heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 
for most of us reading it today in light of it’s context would agree that whether it was 
stairs or stones, God reached out to him to reaffirm the covenant promise and to assure 
Jacob that the blessing he had received would be kept by God. This reaffirmation was 
God’s way of not reaching out to Jacob but to all the people who would follow knowing 
that God extended the covenant beyond the first and second generation. 

Jacob had no personal relationship with the God of Abraham and Isaac until this 


encounter. Jacob did not claim God as his God. Even though Jacob must have heard 


about how God opened up his grandmother and mother’s womb, delivered his 
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grandfather and blessed his father with wealth to know about God and to recognize God 
does not mean a mutual relationship. In verses 13-16b, God makes a promise to Jacob 
and assures him of being blessed. This promise from God was not conditional. God 
introduces himself as the God of Abraham your father and Isaac (NRSV), and tells Jacob 
that the land where he was laying, which was a part of the promised land of Canaan 
would be his and his offspring. This word offspring according to Strong’s refers to his 
seed or his child.”” The next promise God makes in verse 15 is a promise of productivity 
and prosperity. Jacob is now childless, but God, whose name is Yahweh,” promises to 
give him children as the dust of the earth. The imagery is that of being expansive, far- 
reaching and countless. 

Fretheim says, “God is identified in terms of Jacob’s family, referring to Abraham 
as father rather than Isaac. Jacob thus has the same relationship to Abraham and 
Abrahams God as his father, Isaac has had... Yahweh provides clearer continuity with 
Abraham than (cf. 15:7) than the generic word for God.” There is disagrees here as 
Jacob did not claim God nor did God claim him in these verses but he offers Jacob the 
blessing and the Abrahamic blessing, because he is a seed of Abraham and God has 
already promised to bless Abraham’s seed and Isaac’s seed. The blessing is without 
repentance but God introduces himself to Jacob to develop a personal relationship. Today 
we each have to have our own personal encounter with God. All the earth is blessed 


through the seed of Abraham but each of us must come into a personal relationship with 
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God. Young adults can be helped to recount their personal encounter and be reminded of 
how God sought him or her for a relationship. 

Therefore, God was referring to spiritual and biological offspring. It would seem 
that from the beginning of this relationship God intended to use Jacob to draw the world. 
The next sentence may confirm this belief since it says and all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed: This word blessed is also translated to mean or shall bless themselves in 
you and in your offspring. The final promise is in Genesis 28:15. 

In this verse, we see God promising his presence, protection, and provision until. 
This word until implies as long as it takes to do what has been promised. Then we see the 
vow of Jacob based on the presence and promises of God. See his response below in 


verses 16-22. 


Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did 
not know it!” And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” So Jacob rose early in the 
morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and 
poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz 
at the first. Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, and this stone, 
which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that you give me I will 
surely give one-tenth to you” (Gn 28:16—22, NRSV). 


The highlighted text provides the basis of Jacob’s relationship with God, if he will 
have any at all. Notice the provisions of the relationship: 

1. If God will be with me 

2. And keep me in this way that I go 

3. And give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, so that 


4. I come again unto my father’s house in peace (completeness, well being and 
peaceably). Then the Lord shall be my God 
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The first condition had to do with the proof of God’s presence. The second 
condition has to do with the proof of God’s protection. The third condition has to do with 
proof of God’s provision. The fourth condition has to do with all the others having been 
met with the end result being overall wellbeing or proof of God’s power. Power to bring 
him home without a fight. Then, Jacob will make Yahweh his God, and give him a tithe 
of everything he has. Today whether spoken or unspoken, persons who have a 
relationship with God have noted experiences with his presence, protection, provision, 
and power. Prophetic preaching should point out how God has consistently sought a 
relationship with mankind so that he might prove himself to be faithful. Jacob began his 
life like anyone else without God. God sought a relationship with Jacob. Jacob did not go 
to God. When God seeks mankind out, mankind must be willing to submit to a 
relationship with God. Mankind can define the criteria for the relationship but one must 
purposely trust God to make good on the promises. Jacob makes his journey to his uncle 
Laban’s house in Padan Aram with a vow of a pending relationship if Yahweh proved 
worthy of being his God. 

When Jacob arrives to his Uncle Laban’s home, he meets Rachel and agrees to 
work for his uncle for seven years in order to marry her. It was customary for the groom 
to provide gifts to the father of the bride at that time. Jacob was homeless and at the 
mercy of his uncle who did not mind taking advantage of his willingness to work for his 
wife.”> Jacob worked seven years for Rachel and winds up married to Leah. His uncle 
switches the brides and he wakes up the next morning married to the wrong sister. The 
trickster is tricked. Jacob agrees to work seven additional years for Rachel and Laban 


agrees to allow him to marry Rachel at the completion of the first week of his marriage to 
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Leah. Fretheim reports the following concerning this deception. “Laban’s appeal to 
tradition after the fact (v. 26) appears duplicitous, but by directly raising the firstborn 
issues, he establishes an explicit link with Jacob’s own deception on the matter... In 
matching deception for deception, the narrator must have understood Jacob’s activity in 
chapter 27 as reprehensible. Jacob must now know how Esau felt.””° Some years ago, Dr. 
Kenneth Ulmer preached a sermon entitled, “The Traits of the Parents.” His main theme 
was that those traits become the tendencies of their children. Deception breeds deception. 
Jacob and his uncle shared a bloodline. His mother helped him to deceive his father and 
now her brother deceives him. You shall reap what you have sown. 

After Jacob had worked to pay for the wives, he had nothing to care for his family 
separate from his father in law. Jacob had increased from no children to eleven sons, one 
daughter, two wives, and two concubines.’ Jacob agrees to work for provisions for the 
family six additional years. God is with him and he is blessed, so much so that he notices 
a change of heart with his uncle and cousins. Jacob left home with his mother promising 
to send him word when the anger of Esau died down, but no word had come in twenty 
years. And finally Jacob hears from God in chapter 31 who tells him to go home. Notice 
that Jacob admitted that the first provision of his vow with God had been met, God had 
been with him. 

There are three provisions remaining, which must be identified for the making of 


a relationship between Jacob and God. According to chapter 31 in verses 6-9, we read 
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that God protected Jacob. The meaning of the word harm means to do evil or hurt.”* 


Jacob attributes his safety and protection from his uncle to God. 


You know that I have served your father with all my strength; yet your father has cheated me and 
changed my wages ten times, but God did not permit him to harm me. If he said, “The speckled 
shall be your wages,’ then all the flock bore speckled; and if he said, ‘The striped shall be your 
wages,’ then all the flock bore striped. Thus God has taken away the livestock of your father, and 
given them to me (Gn 31:6—9, NRSV). 


The third provision of his vow was that God would provide food and clothing. 


Notice Genesis 31:10-13. 


During the mating of the flock I once had a dream in which I looked up and saw that the 
male goats that leaped upon the flock were striped, speckled, and mottled. Then the angel 
of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am!’ And he said, ‘Look up 
and see that all the goats that leap on the flock are striped, speckled, and mottled; for I 
have seen all that Laban is doing to you. I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a 
pillar and made a vow to me. Now leave this land at once and return to the land of your 
birth.’ 


Jacob says that the herd he had acquired was God’s doing. In verses 14-16, he 
relates this information to Rachel and Leah and they agree that he should follow what 
God has told him to do because their father has treated them as though they were not his 


daughters but property. Then we read the following in verses 17-18. 


So Jacob arose, and set his children and his wives on camels; and he drove away all his livestock, 
all the property that he had gained, the livestock in his possession that he had acquired in Paddan 
Aram, to go to his father Isaac in the land of Canaan. *” 


In Genesis 31: 17-18, we clearly see the provision of God for Jacob. Everything 
that he leaves with has been acquired during his twenty years in Paddan Aram. The first 
condition that Jacob had required of God had been met and that was proof of God’s 
presence. The second condition was proof of God’s protection. The third condition was 
proof of God’s provision and there is only one condition left that will cause Jacob to take 


God as his God according to his vow. 
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Jacob and his wives leave the house of Laban secretly while he is away shearing 
sheep. Laban pursues Jacob and overtakes him without aggression but confronts him 
regarding the secret departure from the home with his daughters and their children. Laban 
is angry at the way in which Jacob left and also claims to be missing his gods and accuses 
Jacob of stealing them. “The word translated for household gods in verse 19 and 34 is 
teraphim, which means idols... The possession of such idols may represent a claim to 
family leadership and property... Formal transfer of the idols to Jacob would have 
validated Jacob’s claim to the flocks and would have been proof that Laban had released 


9 Rachel, as suming her father would act unfairly had taken matters 


him and his wives. 
into her own hands to preserve her family and her husband’s possessions.*’ Jacob admits 
the fear of Laban as his reason for departing in secret but denies that anyone among his 
family had stolen the gods. Unknown to Jacob was the fact that his wife Rachel had taken 
the gods, hidden them in her tent, and sat upon them. Laban does not uncover Rachel’s 
secret and leaves after making a vow with Jacob that neither of them would do harm to 
the other and prayer that the Lord would watch over their keeping of this vow. 

It should be noted in Genesis chapter 31, Laban refers to the God of Abraham and 
Nahor, which is a realization that he knew God. He also said that he had even heard from 
God not to talk good or bad to Jacob, yet he came looking for idol gods. This again is 
proof that a person can know about God but not have a relationship with him. After 
Laban leaves, Jacob, and his family continue on their journey to his father’s house. 

It is in chapter 32 and verses 24-30, of the book of Genesis that concludes this 
Old Testament character and the basis of a relationship with God. The three major motifs 
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in chapter 32, are; 1) A sign from God confirming his presence; 2) Jacob’s conflict over a 
perceived confrontation with Esau; and 3) Jacob’s struggle with the presence of God. 
What does it take to have a relationship with God? Let us continue to look at Jacob in this 
Bone chapter as he finds himself alone, fearful for his life and the lives of those whom he 
loves. Jacob reminds God of the covenant promise through him and God’s promise to do 
good by him. All of his family, servants, and possessions have crossed over the Jabbok 
and then the struggle begins. “For the night Jacob arranges to be alone. The narrative 
emphasizes Jacob’s aloneness first by the double introduction (vs. 22—23) and then 
reinforces it by a statement, “Jacob remained by himself” (v. 24).** This commentary 
writer sees something in this text that should be highlighted. Jacob chose to be alone. It 
was not necessary nor was it simple procrastination. Jacob was ready to meet God for 
himself in his terror of facing what he perceived to be a formidable foe. Jacob is so afraid 
that he has sent all he has in companies to parade before Esau, fearing that his brother is 
coming with four hundred men to kill him and all he has with him. 

A relationship with God is not created simply by positive experiences with him 
and knowing his faithfulness. Jacob knows that God has shown him favor and he has 
prospered as a result of the presence, provision and protection of God but his knowledge 
of God has not been put to the test. He does not trust God even though he has 
experienced God. We spend lots of time in churches preaching about the faithfulness of 
God in our attempt to lead others into intimacy with him. While this may not be a bad 
thing, it cannot be the only or foremost thing we do to lead people into a personal 


relationship. Jacob is a good example to us that even when we have knowledge, 
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experiences, with God and or blessings from God, it does not equal a relationship with 
God. 

According to verse 25, Jacob wrestles with an unnamed source until daybreak. 
Jacob had named the place Mahanaim, which according to Strong’s means two camps.” 
The two camps envisioned are the camp of the flesh and spirit. Therefore, Jacob is at a 
crossroad in his life and it is decision time. God has called him out to bless him and it is 
meet and greet time. According to Strong’s, this word wrestle means to struggle.“ 
“Struggles lead us to seek God for ourselves. We go alone into prayer.”*’ Two major 
motifs are found in this text, the struggle with God, and the blessing of Jacob. Verses 24- 
26 depict the struggle and the outcome. Verses 27-28 describe the solicitation for a 
blessing by Jacob and the response from the still unnamed man with whom he struggles. 
God uses struggles to draw us closer and into an intimate relationship. Jacob wrestles in 
verses 24-26 and he prevails, but not without a struggle and not without a reminder of the 
struggle. Verse 25 further tells us that the opponent though he does not overpower or 
subdue Jacob, injures him. He pushes his thigh out of joint and Jacob is left with a limp. 
Yet he prevails. 

God forces us to find the peace that is ours by releasing the sin that separates us 
from his promises. Jacob’s struggle was against the sin in his life. God knew that he 


would not give up the old man without a fight... So he wrestles with Jacob until Jacob 
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clings to him for a blessing in verse 26. The blessing given to Jacob was a name change. 
The name Jacob meant shyster, trickster, and supplanter, and the fight was within.*° 
Before his name was changed, Jacob had to remember whom he had been and agree with 
God that he needed to change. 

The opponent told Jacob that his name would no longer be Jacob but Israel. He is 
no longer a trickster or heel grabber but a prince of God, the one who prevails and rules 
under God.*” Just think the twelve tribes of J acob, a shyster, trickster, or heel grabber, but 
because of the struggle he had the new name Israel and through his struggle a nation was 
transformed. 

The opponent changes his name to reflect his new person. He had succeeded in 
coming to grips with whom he was, a trickster and deceiver but now change was eminent 
and if he wanted the blessing of God, he had to change. The name change was symbolic 
of an unseen change. It was also the fulfillment of the last provision of Jacob’s 
conditional vow to God. He wanted proof of his power. In the struggle, he would see only 
a glimpse as experienced by the blow to his thigh, but on he next morning, he would see 
God reunite him with his brother in peace. 

The final part of verse 29 tells us that the opponent blessed him. “Then Jacob 
asked him, Please tell me your name. But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name? And 
there he blessed him” (Gn 32:29, NRSV). 

According to Reyburn and Fry, this blessing was not as some supposed as 
receiving a blessing from the angel of God or God himself but a greeting: “Therefore 
blessed him in this verse very likely is used as it was in 31:55, when Laban blessed his 
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daughters and grandchildren; namely, he told them good-bye.””*® This is the correct 
interpretation of what is meant by he blessed him. Jacob, now Israel was already blessed. 
Some other scholars believe that he was blessed with spiritual strength for facing Esau, 
but that had happened in the struggle. It is concluded that he said goodbye or farewell and 
left. Jacob faced the sunrise as a new man. He had succeeded in facing God for himself. 


We know this because of his conclusion in verse 30. He named the place Peniel. 


The explanation for the name Peniel is for I have seen God face to face. Face translates the 
Hebrew word peni, which is followed by one of the general words for God, ’e/, and the result is 
Peniel. Face to face translates the Hebrew faces to faces, meaning two people looking directly at 
each other while up close. Some languages use other expressions for this; for example, eye-to-eye, 
nose-to-nose, and breathing on each other.*” 


Reyburn and Fry in the above comment sums up the encounter and the subsequent 
naming of the place. Jacob, now Israel had come face to face with God. God was no 
longer his father’s or grandfather’s God, he knows him up front and personal for himself. 
Therefore we can conclude that Jacob moves from a realization of God to a relationship 
with God that is based on the following process as outlined in the exegesis of this text. 1) 
God calls; 2) Mankind acknowledges God; and 3) Walks in obedience to do what God 
has called him or her to do; 4) As that man or woman moves in obedience God reveals 
more and more of himself. God had done so with Jacob, beginning at Bethel, during his 
stay with Laban, through the journey home and the contact with angels as a sign to 
encourage him. Jacob had come face to face with God. 

Jacob vowed that God would be his God if or when God demonstrated the 
conditions Jacob had set forth. The final condition, the proof of God’s power as 


evidenced by his ability to bring him home alive and in good health or peace is seen in 
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chapter 33 when he and his brother reconciles and are at peace. God fulfilled every 
requirement that Jacob asked because he desires a relationship with us and seeks us out. 
Young adults in the church must be reminded through the prophetic word that God is 


seeking a personal relationship and that the same God is willing to prove his efficacy. 


New Testament 


We now move to the study of a New Testament character and he like Jacob is 
well known and documented. Paul or formerly known as Saul also shares something else 
in common with Jacob; he will also experience a change of name. We will demonstrate 
that the same process for developing a relationship with God is delineated in this text as it 
was in the Old Testament. Our first text is found in Acts 9: 1-17. We will identify the 
conversion story of Saul in Acts 9: 1-17. The same conversion story is located in three 
different passages with subtle differences. Though Saul is referred to as a young man, he 
must have been thirty or more in order to be a member of the religious sect of the 
Sanhedrin as that was the requirement.” It is not certain that Paul was a member of the 
Sanhedrin council but we see him going before the council for papers and the assumption 
might be that he is part of that senate. For sure, Saul believed in God and was brought up 
in the home of a Pharisee, which means he came from a line of Jewish priests and keepers 
of the law, but he did not believe that Jesus was the promised Messiah, until his 
encounter on the Damascus road. Some would say that his conversion was needed, as 


does James Stalker as he stated, 


THERE are some men whose lives it is impossible to study without receiving the 
impression that they were expressly sent into the world to do a work required by the 
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juncture of history on which they fell... This impression is produced by no life more than 
by that of the apostle Paul. He was given to Christianity when it was in its most 
rudimentary beginnings.“! 


He was the right man for the right time. He was prepared with the educational 
background to instruct in biblical interpretation, the Torah and the customs of the Jews, 
thereby setting him up to be a great expositor and deliverer of the word of God. All the 
apostles of Jesus were men of meager beginnings. Many were fishermen. Paul was a 
tradesman. According to his own statements, he was a tent maker and so much more. He 
was a Pharisee. Who better to interpret the prophets and relate to the teachings of Jesus? 
He could speak to both the learned and unlearned. He knew the laws of Moses, the 
history of God’s people, the prophecies concerning the Messiah and he possessed a 
strong zeal for God. God could have used anybody, but he chose Paul and in so choosing, 
he had someone that could take the message of Jesus to the masses. Paul had a ready 
mind and determination and needed to be rerouted for the Christian movement. 

The story of Saul’s conversion is reported in three different places in the book of 
Acts. Each time the story is reported, it is slightly different. The rational for the 
difference may be related to the audience to which he speaks. Let’s look at the initial 
story in chapter 9. There are three major motifs in this text; 1) The first is the call of Saul, 
even as he opposes Jesus and the Way; 2) The second motif is Saul’s commission; and, 
the 3) third is his conversion and recovery of his sight. Let’s examine these three stories. 

John Drane identifies three differences between these stories. 

1) He identifies in Acts 9:7 that the “companions heard he voice of the risen 


Christ but saw no person...In 22:9 Paul says they saw the light but did not 
hear the voice but did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking to 





“'James Stalker, The Life of St. Paul (New York, NY: American Tract Society, 1888), 7- 8. 


66 


me...the account in chapter 26 does not refer to the companions either seeing 
or hearing.” 


2) The second difference is located in Acts 9:4 and 22:7, Drane states that the 
“only person mentioned as falling to the ground is Paul,”*° 


3) The third difference according to Drane is in Acts 9:6 and 22:10, “Paul is told 


to go on to Damascus, where he will be instructed what to do, whereas in 
26:10, his commission to be an apostle is given at the time of the vision.” 


Drane explains the differences based on the different audiences. Most of us will 
add or delete details of an event based on the person with whom we are speaking. This 
selected detail is based on the listener’s degree of knowledge or understanding and the 
level of trust that we have for the person. 

The 9" chapter is a historical account of what happened to Paul. It is addressed to 
anyone who will read the book of Acts. The 2 chapter account is a speech that the 
originator of the incident himself addresses to the people as Paul stands on the steps of 
the city of Jerusalem under arrest for preaching Jesus. The [VP commentary Series notes 
the following about Paul’s address; “Brothers and Fathers, together with his use of 
Hebrew, is a proper and effective exordium or opening. He shows respect to the 
dignitaries, priests and Sanhedrin, the older members in the crowd. He identifies with his 
audience in the use of their sacred language. They quiet down and listen.” 


Paul is talking to common folks mixed with officials and he tries to reach them 


all. Paul’s purpose in speaking the way he did was to help those who were also 
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persecuting the church to see the error of their ways. So Paul attempts to relate to them 
how he too had been one of them but had since heard the call, clarified his mission and 
was more determined than ever to preach Jesus. 

In the 26" chapter, Paul is again on trial and is pleading his case before King 
Agrippa and Bernice. King Agrippa was a Jewish king and also presiding over Jews 
within a Greek culture. Paul provides his testimony in Greek and he expounds on his 
Damascus experience as evidence of his calling to reach the gentiles. Paul makes sure 
that he informs the king that he was commissioned to do what he does and did not do it 
on his own or experience it by himself. He makes sure to mention his companions and 
how they were affected by the experience also. He includes the information about kicking 
against the prick or the goads. The handbook on the acts of the apostle explains this 
phrase in this manner. It is hard for you to kick against the stick must be understood in 
the sense of you hurt yourself by kicking against the stick. The kind of stick referred to 
was a sharp-pointed stick used by a person goading an ox or a donkey while working. 
What appears as a metaphor in Greek is rendered here as a kind of simile, since it would 
be difficult for the average person to understand what is really involved in an ox kicking 
against its owner’s stick and how this might apply to an individual.*° 

Jesus wanted Paul to understand what he was missing in fighting the church rather 
than becoming part of it. He had a destiny on his life and the question was how long 
would he work against the ultimate plan for his life. He only hurt himself by not grasping 
hold of what is right before him. The stick prodded the ox when he needed a push to go to 


work. And Jesus may have been saying, the same stick you reject will keep on prodding 
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you until you pick it up and stop hurting yourself by trying to kick against the work I 
have for you to do. 

Paul knew that King Agrippa being Greek and a Jew would understand and 
possibly be converted. So, to one audience he omits a Greek idiom because the meaning 
would be missed and yet to another audience he emphasizes corroboration because he is 
standing before a ruler who might have compassion when he fully understands the 
manner in which the change or conversion took place. 

While Drane only identified three major differences, another writer, Bonnie 
Thurston stated the following: 


While Luke's three accounts differ in various details, all report that Paul went to Damascus to 
persecute followers of Jesus; he saw a light from heaven; he fell; he heard a voice to which he 
responded; and finally Jesus, Himself, speaks and gives him a charge. In light of the differences it 
is striking "that only in the dialogue between Christ and Paul is there full verbal agreement among 
the three accounts. "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" "Who are You, Lord?" —"I am Jesus, 
Whom you are persecuting.” Fitzmyer notes that in each account Luke stresses "the overwhelming 
and unexpected character of the experience that occurred.*” 


There were many details differing in the three texts. In any event, the focus of this 
project is not the exegesis of the various texts in hopes of understanding the genre or the 
major theme but as a basis for the process by which an establishment of a personal 
relationship with God takes place. This writer has proposed that whether during the law 
or after the law, the process by which we have a relationship with God is the same and 
when one remembers that encounter, you will be prompted to serve. In the telling and 
retelling of this story, it is clear that Jesus, the second head of the Godhead seeks out 
Paul, grabs his attention with a bright light that blinds him, commissions him to preach 


the gospel to the gentiles and then sends him to a disciple who baptizes him and begins 
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his conversion. That said, we should focus on our central text in Acts 9: as we delineate 
the process for a relationship as identified within this text. In verse 1, the phrase still 
breathing threats refers back to chapter 8. 

But Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house; dragging off 

both men and women, he committed them to prison. Now those who were 

scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word” (Acts 8:3-4, NRSV). 

These verses provide a picture of the depth of Saul’s involvement in the 
persecution of the church. He was not a bystander. He was a leader in the pernicious 
pursuit of persons who proclaimed a belief in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. Saul knew God 
as the lawgiver and zealously sought to keep the laws in memory and probably in deed. 
Saul did not know God “s mercy, compassion, and deep love for mankind. It would also 
seem that he did not know his power, as he took upon himself to defend God by 
destroying the lives of those men and women who stood for their faith in Jesus as the 
promised Messiah. 

Let’s look at the rest of the text. Acts 9:1 tells us the Cause of Saul or his mission 
and motive. It was to destroy the church and those who sought to spread the message of a 
Risen Savior deemed by Saul to be a convicted criminal. Robert Wall reports that “Saul’s 
zealous persecution of the church has taken him from Jerusalem to Damascus...Saul’s 
mission is to bind believers and return them to Jerusalem for a religious inquisition, 


perhaps one patterned after Stephen’s...”** 


It may seem strange however to know that the 
very thing Paul sought to stop had been spread by his actions. Because of his tyranny 


against the church, the new converts fled to other parts of the world, taking their faith 


with them and spreading that faith like seeds in fertile new ground. 
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Verse 2 tells us more about his zeal to persecute and destroy this new community 
of faith. He sought a letter from the high priest to go to the places where the believers had 
fled and bring them back to Jerusalem, whether male of female. Paul showed no mercy. 
His mind was made up to destroy. In Acts chapter 9 and verses 3-6, we see the call of 
Saul. The verse tells us that Saul was going on his way to retrieve men or women who 
were following the faith of Jesus, known as the Way. See the following comment on the 
meaning of this term. 


Way...Apart from the obvious literal uses, there are a number of closely linked metaphorical ones. 
They derive from the fact that one on a public path becomes known and his goal and purposes are 
revealed by the road he takes. Most important is the sense of God’s purposes and will.” 


Saul was bent on bringing to trial and even to death those whom he felt were 
blasphemers against God. So Paul goes on his way. He was relentless in his pursuit. But 
as he journeyed towards Damascus, the text tells us a series of startling events that took 
place. The first thing recorded is a light from Heaven that shined around him. The 
interpretation of this text is not to say that he interpreted the light to be from the abode of 
God but from the sky. See the commentary below. 

‘A description on the bright light which flashed in the sky is not always easy to 
render effectively. In some languages, the closest parallel is that of the lightning. In other 
languages, terms suggesting the blazing up of fire have been employed. In all instances, 
the source of this light as from the sky must be clearly indicated. In some languages the 
equivalent is “light suddenly shown bright from the sky. It was bright every place around 


l 9950 


Sau God got his attention. A relationship with God always begins with God. We do 
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not seek him, he finds us where we are and calls us. After the bright light, verse 4 says he 
fell to the earth. The word fell to the earth must be understood in context of the distance. 
If he was walking, he fell, if he was riding which seems more likely due to the distance, 
he fell even further as did his companions with him. 

When God gets our attention, he also humbles us, even as he did with Jacob. The 
humility of mankind stands in awe of his great presence. The other picture is to assure a 
preferred posture in his presence. We do not stand toe to toe with God. He calls to us in 
the vast greatness of his power and in his presence we are humbled, especially when we 
do not know him and have an appreciation for who he is. 

The next incident that happened was the voice that he heard speaking to him. 
Every record of this account uses these words, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me” 
(NRSV). We notice that his name is called twice. Wall says, “Saul heard a voice (9:4b) 
and what he hears converts him to Jesus. The Lord’s intent is not to frighten him into 
obedience but to reveal a plan of action.” : 

This word for persecute in Acts: 9:4 NRSV means to hasten or press forward, as 
in pursuit. Jesus seems to ask, “ Saul why do you hasten to harm me”? That is not likely, 
since Jesus is never in threat of harm. But let’s say he was speaking of him as the church, 
since the church was the object of Saul’s pursuit and response to the voice is “who are 
you”? And the response he receives in Acts 9:5 is “I am Jesus” (Acts 9:6 NRSV). Robert 
Wall says: “Saul’s brief exchange with Jesus validates what will become the central 


claim of his gospel: God made the crucified Jesus alive as Messiah and Lord...Jesus is 
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not another dead pretender to the Messianic throne, but is alive and is Christ indeed.”°* 
Jesus identifies himself with the object of Saul’s disdain. Saul sought to destroy the 
church, meaning wipe it out (NRSV). Jesus gets his attention, makes his presence known 
and the third thing happens in verse 6, Saul submits to the power and presence of Jesus. 
“But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 

In verses 7-9 of Acts, we see the condition of Saul. Saul was unable to see and 
had to be led around by men who heard the same voice that he heard but saw no one and 
was taken to Damascus which was where he wanted to go, but now unable to see, eat or 
drink. He lost the use of two of his senses, sight, and taste. “For three days he was 
without sight, and neither ate nor drank” (Acts 9:9, NRSV). 

When Jesus got Paul’s attention, he rendered him helpless. The truth is without a 
relationship and dependency on Jesus, we are helpless. The world and its’ citizens will 
lead us around and yet we will not be nourished or refreshed. In Acts 9, verses 10-16, we 
see the cure of Saul. Jesus has a disciple prepared to minister to Saul to restore his sight 
named Ananias. Wall has this to say about Ananias, “Like Saul, he is a devout Jew (cf. 
22:12); however he is numbered among the believers, Saul seeks to harm. Ironically it is 
now Ananias who seeks out Saul to heal him and to deliver the initial instructions of a 
new life (vs.17-18).””* 

In a vision, Jesus tells Ananias where to go and what to do for Saul so that his 


sight is restored. Ananias with some fear having heard of Saul and how he persecuted the 
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church still went to do as he was instructed. But, it should be noted that time had passed 
since Saul lost his sight and walked in obedience to the word of Jesus. Obedience is an 
expectation after Jesus calls and commissions us. He does not call us because of 
obedience, but expects obedience when we come to know him personally. Saul had a 
personal encounter with Jesus. He experienced his presence in the form of a bright light 
shining all around him and hearing his voice. He experienced his power when he fell 
down and was blinded. And when Jesus sends Ananias to him, pay attention to what 
Jesus says Saul is doing in verse 11. “The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 
moment he is praying” (Acts 9:11, NRSV). Saul is praying. Jesus sends help to Paul after 
three days without sight; food or drink, when Paul prays and sees what Jesus has in store 
for him. 

Mankind is spiritually blind, and malnourished until they see themselves as Jesus 
sees them, unquestionably a sinner in need of a Savior. Saul needed someone other than 
himself. His experience had sent him in search of answers from the only one who could 
help, and when his will lined up with the will of God, his prayer was answered. 

In verse 15, Jesus informs Ananias of his mission for Saul. The first thing we 
discover about this relationship between Saul and Jesus is; Jesus chose him as an 
instrument. Everyone with whom Jesus Christ has a relationship is chosen as an 
instrument. 

The scriptures affirm this calling of God’s chosen. 


But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the 
Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
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sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth” (2 Thes 2:13). 


For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand to be our way of life (Eph 2:10, NRSV). 


Saul is chosen to bring the name of Jesus. 

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen 

to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of 

Israel” (Acts 9:15, NRSV). 
Saul, also known as Paul, was chosen to go to gentiles, kings, and Israel. Paul is sent to 
people and authorities and then comes the part that most of us who have a relationship 
with Jesus do not remember after we come, in verse 16. “I myself will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name” (Acts 9:16, NRSV). Suffering comes with 
knowing Jesus. The question is not why but when. The good news is in knowing that 
suffering will not last and you are not alone. And finally, we get to Acts 9: verse 17-19 
and we see the conversion of Paul. Conversion is not something we do, but something 
done for us. The word conversion means to twist, then to turn, bend, or steer.°° Saul went 
through a twisting and turning process. He went from the persecutor to the persecuted. 
Knowing the divine intimately is derived from a process that changes us. 

Ananias did as he was commanded of Jesus and Saul was filled with the Holy 
Ghost, received his sight, and was baptized. The process of achieving his relationship was 
the same as it was for Jacob. The process was the same, but the method was totally 


different. God is still sovereign. He does things his way and in his own time. Saul’s name 


was changed to Paul. We do not hear why or how, but in Acts 13:9-11 we discover his 
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name is changed and afterwards it is how he is referred in the rest of the book of Acts and 


the epistles. 


But Saul, also known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, 
“You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will 
you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? And now listen—the hand of 
the Lord is against you, and you will be blind for a while, unable to see the sun.” 
Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he went about groping for someone 
to lead him by the hand (Acts 13:9-11, NRSV). 


The process is still the same, God calls, as seen in the Damascus road experience, 
mankind acknowledges God as seen when Saul spoke to God, and submitted saying; what 
will you have me to do for you, and walks in obedience to do what God has called him or 
her to do, just as Paul did as directed by the voice of Jesus. Damascus was the place Paul 
wanted to go for the destruction of the church and now he is sent to the same place with a 
new purpose, which is to build the church and to spread the name once hated. And the 
final part of the process is, when that man or woman moves in obedience, God reveals 
more and more of himself as evidenced by Paul’s utterances of this experience before the 
people and kings just as Jesus had told him he would do even if it meant suffering to do 
SO. 

In summary a relationship with God whether under grace or the law involved the 
same process. God calls us and we have the privilege to respond. When we respond in 
acceptance, we come to know God in a very real and personal way. God never calls man 
to obedience first, but the divine calls us to acknowledge a presence, to feel divine power 
and see divine provision and protection of us. If Young adults were to recount their 
personal encounter with God and remember that they were called with a purpose, they 


just might choose to become involved in ministry and with each other. 
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Historical Context for Ministry Focus 


Relationships with God through Jesus Christ are not made at confession. This 
researcher believes that the scripture provides mandates and models. We will illustrate 
that developing a relationship with God via a personal encounter is delineated throughout 
the history of the church. God uses encounters to influence persons and situations. The 
research will present the historical foundation of the encounters between God and 
humankind by looking through history at persons of influence on the Christian church. 
We will begin at the ancient era. We will then move through history with Constantine, 
Augustine of Hippo, Ignatius of Loyola, Charles Spurgeon, and Garner C. Taylor. 
With each encounter, we will identify the circumstances surrounding the encounter and 
the impact on the church. We will also focus attention on the family life of each era to 
discern the life and times of youth and young adults. The object of this discovery is to 
compare and contrast the earlier eras to this postmodern age. This journey may aid in 


understanding why postmodern young adults must be engaged. 
Argument Highlights 


The question that begs to be answered is how does an encounter with God affect 
the person and the church. God encounters are the result of God finding us. God does not 
call humankind to a relationship based on obedience. The call comes with offers. There 
must be a positive response: and as that man or woman begins to walk in faith or 
obedience, they come to experience God’s miraculous power, presence, provisions, and 


protection. 


Th 


Introduction 


Since the creation of humankind, God has sought a relationship with humanity. 
God has a history of making divine appearances that are recorded in the Bible. God 
appeared to Abraham in (Gn 17:1). When Abraham went to Gerar with Sarah and turned 
her over to the king as a wife, Elohim makes contact with king Abimelech in a dream. 
(Gn 20:3) God appears in a dream to Jacob at Bethel. (Gn 28:12-15) Isaiah has an 
encounter in the temple. (Is 6). Moses encountered God in a burning bush. (Ex 3:2) 
Ezekiel encountered God by the rivers of Chebar. (Ez 1:1) When Jesus is on trial before 
Pilate, God makes contact with Pilate’s wife in a dream. (Mt 27:19) Paul had a divine 
encounter on a Damascus road with Jesus (Acts: 9). From the apostolic age to the present, 
God has made contact with humankind through personal encounters that call men and 
women to conversion and commitment. The supreme deity has demonstrated influence 
and power in persons, parishes, and palaces. 


Ancient Era 


The first three centuries of the church was plagued with random and spontaneous 
persecution, isolation, and martyrdom. Justo Gonzalez states in his book on the story of 
Christianity, “Throughout the second century, and well into the third, there was no 
systematic persecution of Christians. It was illegal to be a Christian; but the authorities 
did not seek those who followed the new faith. Persecution and martyrdom depended on 
local circumstances, and particularly on the good will of neighbors.”°’ “The eternal, holy 


and unfathomable goodness of God does not allow us to wander in darkness, but shows 
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us the way of salvation.... This has been observed in others as well as in myself.”°* The 
persecution of Christians dated back to the days of the apostles and culminated with the 
conversion of Constantine the Great. Constantine had a personal encounter with God 
through a dream before he was to go into a battle. According to one account, in a dream 
before the battle Constantine he saw a vision of a monogram composed of the first two 
Greek letters of the name of Christ. The next day he had his soldiers inscribe that 
monogram on their shields. Another story says that while marching one day he and his 
army saw the image of a cross appear before the sun with the words, In this sign 
conquer.” 

God raised up a hero among their enemies. As the result of Constantine’s 
conversion, the persecution of Christians was ended and the blending of the church and 
state was created. Constantine’s new policy was to unite the Christian Church to the 
secular State. Therefore, he became involved with the affairs of the church before he was 
fully converted or baptized.” After the conversion of Constantine, things changed. Now 
it was possible to invoke the authority of the state to settle a theological question.°' 
Constantine was called upon to bring agreement within the church. Gonzalez stated in his 
writing, “Many of the dissident views that were thus crushed may indeed have threatened 
the very core of the Christian message. Had it not been for imperial intervention, the 


issues would probably have been settled, as in earlier times, through long debate, and a 
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consensus would eventually have been reached."® Due to Constantine’s influence, 
disagreements were quickly resolved without long debates, but at the cost of a church and 
state union that could also taint the practice and polity of the church. 

Constantine was supportive of Christianity and one of his most influential 
decisions was the passage of laws restoring persons and property. He also renovated and 
rebuilt churches and demanded that the clergy be respected and protected from public 
humiliation. Constantine encouraged Christianity as the True religion. 

One of the most crucial decisions Constantine made was called the Arian 
controversy, so named after the man that offered a differing opinion of Jesus Christ from 
that of the widely held belief at the time. Although the points debated were many, the 
main issue at stake was whether the Word of God was coeternal with God... Alexander 
argued that the Word was divine, and therefore could not be created, but rather was 
coeternal with the Father.™ Constantine called together the church leaders in what is now 
called the council of Nicea to settle the Melitian and Arian issues and “to bring unity to 
the church and civic peace to the area.”® 

McGrath describes the aftermath of Constantine’s encounter thusly; “As a result 
of Constantine’s influence on the empire, constructive theological debate became a public 


affair. Apart from a brief period of uncertainty during the reign of Julian the Apostate 


(361-3), the church could now count upon the support of the state. Theology thus 
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emerged from the hidden world of secret church meetings to become a matter of public 
interest and concern throughout the Roman Empire.” The church enjoyed freedom from 
persecution. But the issue facing the church was their ability to sustain the faith as they 
allowed Roman politicians to decide disagreements. Constantine’s encounter with God 
changed his life and an empire. His encounter with God was through a dream. That 
encounter caused Constantine to respond to the word, which ultimately brought safety to 
a people of faith and a relationship to the political structure that is still seen in the western 
world today. 


Life And Times Of Young Adults During The Ancient Era 


Puberty marked the age of adulthood, which for girls was age twelve and for 
boys, fourteen. However, these newly emancipated adults had what is called a curator to 
advise them until they were twenty-five.” Consider the following excerpt from Gonzalez 


in the story of Christianity. 


Macrina was twelve years old when her parents decided to make arrangements for her marriage, as 
was then customary. They settled on a young relative who was planning to become a lawyer, and 
Macrina acquiesced. Everything was ready when the groom died, quite unexpectedly. Thereafter, 
Macrina refused to accept any other suitor, and eventually vowed herself to celibacy and to a life 
of contemplation.” 


Macrina was the Sister of Basil and Gregory the great, She was considered a 


founder of monasticism for women. She was engaged to a man at the age of twelve. She 
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was obligated to follow her parent wishes. Children grew up fast, if they survived at all, 
as there was an estimated fifty percent death rate among children in Rome.” 

It would appear that young adults during this era could choose their own religious 
beliefs, because of early emancipation and the hardness of the times, requiring that they 
worked. However, it was still a patriarchal time and men were in charge. Therefore, 
women were subjugated to their father or husband. But, we might surmise from the study 


of the Roman Empire following the Council of Nicea, that the church and state were 


intertwined. And part of being a good citizen was to be a good Christian. 
Medieval Era 


Augustine of Hippo became one of the most famous and influential minds’ of any 
Patristic writer of the western church. But, he was not always a believer of the Christian 
faith. Augustine underwent a dramatic conversion experience in a garden in Milan.”° 
Augustine was born in a small African Town, named Thagaste. He was the son of a 
Pagan worshipping father and a Christian mother, named Monica.’' He had a rather 
uneventful childhood. As a child he was not especially interested in learning or religion. 
But, Augustine enjoyed playing with friends. He left Thagaste for college in Carthage, at 


seventeen. While in College, he became interested in learning, especially writing.” 
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Augustine studied rhetoric. He chose rhetoric as a means of developing written 
and oratorical skills. The field of rhetoric was most often the chosen field for attorneys. It 
was a means of sharpening their ability to convince and elucidate a point. Rhetoric was a 
means of studying and analyzing literature. But, at that time in his life, Augustine was not 
interested in seeking truth or so he thought. Augustine became interested in truth after 
having to read the works of Cicero, who was both an orator and a philosopher. And 
during his search for truth, he became interested in Manichaeism. Manichaeism was a 
blend of Christian beliefs with philosophy.” Manichaeism was not Christianity, but God 
planned to use Augustine’s knowledge of it later. 

After college, Augustine returned to Thagaste to teach rhetoric and he continued 
to teach Manichaeism. Augustine was still searching for truth. His teaching of 
Manichaeism got him thrown out of his mother’s home. But, Augustine’s mother did not 
give up on him because she had dreamed that he would become a Christian. Augustine 
went to Carthage to teach and later he was offered a position as a professor in Rome. 
Even though his mother had not wanted him to go, it was in Rome that Augustine began 
to reconnect with the church.“ God was pursuing him. 

One year after arriving in Rome, Augustine moved to the city of Milan where he 
visited a cathedral where Ambrose the Bishop was the preacher. Augustine was still 
searching, and must have realized that Manichaeism was not it. So, Augustine exchanged 
Manichaeism for Neoplatonism. Neoplatonism was derived from Plato. It was based on 


the belief that the goal of humankind was “reabsorption into the divine essence. 
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Reabsorption was accomplished through various processes including meditation, 
contemplation, and other mystical disciplines. Salvation was purely spiritual with no 
Jesus, no cross, and no atonement.””> Augustine was searching for truth and wherever 
there is a seeker, God will show up. 

Augustine like some youth and young adults today had difficulty handling his 
passions. He had a concubine with whom he had a son, but his mother did not want him 
to marry her. He would later abandon her and his son. Augustine discovered the secret of 
his passion, when reflecting on his life as a youth and stealing pears with friends. 
Gonzalez states in his book that Augustine realized, “it was the forbidden that brought he 


and his friends pleasure.””° 


Augustine struggled with his passions until he had his 
encounter with God. God encounters some in dreams, others in visions, some with 
pictures, some with sermons and others with announcements. The truth is, encounters are 
tailored for the individual. The time had come for Augustine to have his God encounter. 
The following is a report of what happened when God pursued and got Augustine’s 
attention. “One afternoon, he wrestled anxiously about such matters while walking in his 
garden. Suddenly he heard a child’s sing-song voice repeating, Take up and read. On a 
table lay a collection of Paul’s epistles he had been reading; he picked it up and read the 
first thing he saw: “‘Not in reveling and drunkenness, not in lust and wantonness, not in 


quarrels and rivalries. Rather, arm yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, spend no more 


thought on nature and nature’s appetites” (Rom 13:13—14). He later wrote, “No further 
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would I read; nor needed I: for instantly at the end of this sentence, by a light as it were 
of serenity infused into my heart, all the darkness of doubt vanished away.””” 

After conversion, Augustine was baptized and resigned a teaching post and left 
for Africa with his mother and friends with the intention of living in a monastic retreat.’® 
But, on their way to Africa, his mother died.” Monica had lived to see her son become a 
Christian. Her prayers and continued interest and connection with him helped him to 
become what God had ultimately called him to be. He responded to the call of God and 
became busy in the things of God. Everything that Augustine had gone through seemed 
to prepare him for the ultimate assignment as Bishop and church theologian. When he 
became actively engaged in God’s work, God’s power was given to him to become one 
of the most convincing and convicting preachers and writers of the western church. His 
preparation in rhetoric provided mastery in delineating and explicating tough doctrines, 
such as salvation by grace. His teaching experience prepared him to thoroughly explain 
the relationship between God and Jesus Christ. Augustine’s writings form the basis of 
what many western churches teach and believe today. God called, he answered and took 
his assignment and accomplished the task given with the power, presence, and provisions 
of God. 


Life And Times Of Youth And Young Adults During The Medieval Era 


Christianity had become the major religion of the Roman Empire by the end of 


the fourth century. The Roman Empire continued until 1453 when it was conquered by 
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invading Turks. The Roman Empire was a patriarchal society other than a few 
exceptions, one of them being Egypt. The patriarch or father of the household was given 
complete authority over all of his family including, wife, married sons, their wives, and 
their children. The laws of the empire (the law of the twelve tables) granted authority to 
the patriarch over foster children, wards, and children belonging to their servants and 
slaves. The patriarch was given power of life and death over children born to him at birth 
and specifically over slaves and their children. In fact, wives entered into their marital 
family under manus, which legally relinquished them from their natal family, referring to 
birth families after marriage. These women essentially became the daughters of their 
husbands.*” 

We may conclude from this that young adults followed the religion of their father. 
The wife had no legal right to choose her own religion either. Her husband had to 
approve it. The exception as noted was the African country of Egypt. This might explain 
why Augustine, also from an African country was a Pagan before conversion and why his 
mother Monica could be a Christian, married to a Pagan worshipper. Constantine had an 
encounter with God that engaged him in freeing God’s people from persecution. 
Augustine encountered God as a prepared vessel to be used by God in the same way as 


Paul was used in the New Testament and God would continue to enlist and engage. 
Renaissance 1350-1550 


Ignatius of Loyola encountered God in his pain and passed to the world a 


movement that would last until the present day. “Without seeing any vision, he 
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understood and knew many things, as well spiritual things as things of the faith.”*! This is 
the mantra of Ignatius following his encounter with God. Ignatius Loyola was born into a 
wealthy Spanish family and became a page to King Ferdinand. Loyola’s life was 
dramatically affected by the death of the king and the invasion of France. While 
defending his country and territory, Loyola was badly injured. Loyola had intended to 
make an impression on this life through a military career. But after being wounded during 
a battle, his dream of becoming a war hero ended. Ignatius underwent surgery for a leg 
wound that had been injured by a cannon ball. During the time of his recovery, he was 
given devotionals to read entitled the life of Christ. During confinement in the bed, 
Loyola read the devotionals and other spiritual materials and one night he had the 
following vision. ee 

“Lying awake one night, he clearly saw the image of Our Lady with the Holy 
Child Jesus, and with that vision he received remarkable consolation for a long time, and 
was left with such repugnance for his former life, and especially for things of the flesh, 
that it seemed like all the images that had been painted on his soul were erased.” 
Responding to the vision, Loyola abandoned his hopes for glory in the military and 
decided to work for God. “He envisioned companies of men-not knights but soldiers of 
Christ.”** Loyola sought seclusion in a cave at a monastery. Following the path of 


Ascetics before him, Loyola attempted to mortify his mind and flesh through flagellation 
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and fasting. While there, he began contemplating what would soon be known as spiritual 
exercises. These spiritual exercises would earn him fame as a priest and servant of God. 
But, Loyola found no peace while there. After a year of prayerful reflection and 
mortification, he had ideations of suicide and thus decided to leave and go to Palestine.®° 
The change seemed to refresh him. He left Palestine and returned to school resulting in an 
M. A. from the University of Paris. While at college, Loyola attracted criticism and 
followers. He had become very vocal in his teaching of chastity, poverty, and pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem. The followers became the beginning of a movement and part of a 
reformation within the Catholic Church. Loyola confirmed his allegiance to the pope and 
in 1540 he and his followers became the “Society of Jesus by Paul III. Later this society 
would be known as the Jesuit.” 

Loyola dedicated his life to completing the spiritual exercises and developing the 
newly organized group. He served as the leader of the group until his illness and eventual 
death. At the time of his death, there were approximately one thousand members in the 
society. This society soon set up orders in all of Europe, parts of china, Japan, the east 
indies, the Americas and Africa. They were expelled by countries and suppressed by a 
Pope, but they have survived and thrived until today.*° Some compare Loyola to Martin 
Luther as a reformer, but having one distinct difference. Ignatius chose to affirm his 
support for the Roman Catholic Church, while Luther resigned from it.*’ The God 


encounter with Loyola affected nations. The Jesuits are known for their work in 
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converting indigenous people to the Catholic faith. Everywhere they went, they had 


power to make disciples. 


Life And Times Of Youth And Young Adults During The Renaissance 


The renaissance occurred during the medieval history, which is half the life of the 
Christian church. Therefore, this era was purposely chosen to divide up the timeline. 
However children, youth, and families had changed, especially out side of the empire. 
The protestant reformation had changed the landscape. Young adults had choices. Some 


chose to annul their prearranged marriages. Note the following account: 


In the second decade of the sixteenth century, the Christian church experienced the first in a series 
of religious divisions along geographic lines. The Protestant and Catholic Reformations affected 
family life, and by extension children’s upbringing, in important ways. Protestants advanced new 
family models that overrode Catholic doctrine and canon law, models, which presumably would 
affect the character formation of children.”** 


Due to disease, war, other natural or God ordained events and infanticide, the 
mortality rates for infants was high among all social classes. Only fifty percent of 
children born survived to adulthood. Children of the poor became the majority of the 
poor, calling for reinstitution of poor laws in England and solicitation of donations from 
the wealthy. For the wealthy, children’s lives were governed by their father. Patriarchy 
was still the order of the day. Fathers determined career choices and marital decisions. 
Gender bias prevailed throughout most of Europe among the wealthy. Unmarried 
daughters were sent to convents to conserve wealth by limiting dowries. The common 


law and church law dictated first-born heir rights to males. Me 
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It would appear that youth and young adults were beginning to exert some control 
over their lives with the newly found freedom of worship based on protestant values 
instead of Catholic rules and laws. While no specific information is known about 
compulsory attendance and or participation in church by age group, it would seem that 
youth and young adults followed their parents. But, some were beginning to cut the 


control ties held in the past. 
Modern Era 


Charles Haddon Spurgeon lived from 1834-1892. He was a Baptist preacher. 
Though he grew up in the home of a congregational minister and was nourished in the 
word and writings of puritans, he chose to become a Baptist at the age of fifteen after an 
encounter with God. “He attributed this conversion to a sermon heard by chance—when a 
snowstorm blew him away from his destination into a Primitive Methodist chapel. The 
experience forced Spurgeon to re-evaluate his idea on, among other things, infant 
baptism. Within four months, he was baptized and joined a Baptist church.””? God 
empowers those whom he encounters to do what he has called them to do. Charles 
Spurgeon was called to preach. Notice the commentary concerning his skills. “As word 
spread of his abilities, he was invited to preach throughout London and the nation. No 
chapel seemed large enough to hold those who wanted to hear the “the preaching 
sensation of London.” He preached to tens of thousands in London’s greatest halls— 
Exeter, Surry Gardens, Agricultural. In 1861 his congregation, which kept extending his 


call, moved to the new Metropolitan Tabernacle, which seated 5 .600.””! 
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Spurgeon received notice from the secular society as well as the saints. His 
sermons were published weekly in American and English newspapers. He did not always 
receive rave reviews. Some thought he over did the preaching antics. But Spurgeon 
responded to the reports. Spurgeon replied, “I am perhaps vulgar, but it is not intentional, 
save that I must and will make people listen. My firm conviction is that we have had 
enough polite preachers.””* Spurgeon was known for preaching the cross. Asked once to 
describe his preaching method, Charles H. Spurgeon said, “I take my text and make a 
bee-line to the cross.” Few if any preachers in the history of the church have proclaimed 
the cross with such power and effectiveness as Spurgeon, the great British Baptist 
preacher of the nineteenth century. Even a century after his death, his sermons and other 
writings are still widely read and quoted.”* 

Spurgeon was a strong Calvinist. He had a controversy in 1864 with the 
Evangelical party of the C of E for remaining in a Church that taught Baptismal 
Regeneration, and also estranged considerable sections of his own community by rigid 
opposition to the more liberal methods of biblical exegesis. These differences led to a 
rupture with the Baptist Union in 1887. Among his works are The Saint and his Savior 
(1857), Commenting and Commentaries (1876) and numerous volumes of sermons 
(translated into many languages).”* 

Spurgeon’s encounter was not supernatural nor was it a vision. This encounter 


was simply God in pursuit of a useable vessel. Spurgeon unlike the others presented was 
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not avoiding God, he just was not sure that he had found him. God pursues humankind 
for his use but a human response is necessary. Spurgeon had little formal education, he 
never received a college degree, but he was a gifted orator and expositor of the scripture. 
He became a scholar with an estimated 12,000 volumes in his personal library. Spurgeon 


touched lives, salvation was made available, and many received the word and were saved. 
Life and Times of Young Adults During the Modern Era 


The USA modern period covers most of the history and time of the USA. This era 
depending on who you consult covers the colonization of the USA, the American 
Revolution, Civil war, Reconstruction, World War I, Jim Crow laws, World War II, 
Korean War, the space age, Vietnam war and the Civil Rights Movement. The span is too 
large to cover in this paper. 

However, what is important is to identify the values of the nation, the practices 
prevalent and to pick one group to center for this era and the next. Since the context for 
this ministry project is the African American Baptist church, we will sift some 
information relevant to that community and culture. The organized Black Baptist church 
congregation began in the late 1700’s with the establishment of the First African Baptist 
Church in Savannah Georgia. It was originally named the First Colored church until 
1822.°° The Black church from its’ inception became the lifeline of the Black 


community, as it was the one place that was controlled by Blacks. The Black church 
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addressed the major issues of Blacks in America and became the voice of the people 
against slavery, Jim Crow, inadequate education, and civil rights. oe 

Without a doubt young adults were in the church. The church was the most 
significant institution in the community or society. The church came out of a struggle for 
freedom and justice. During the height of Jim crow, the church was the mechanism 
through which travel was made from city to city. The church provided the social stimuli 
and opportunities for youth who were restricted and restrained by racist laws. The church 


was the center for spiritual and social transformation. 
Post-Modern Era 


One of the greatest preachers and theologians of this time is an African American 
Baptist preacher named Gardner C. Taylor. Dr. Taylor was born June 18, 1918 in 
Louisiana. His father was a Baptist minister. Unfortunately his father died when he was 
only thirteen years old. Dr. Taylor’s upbringing included an aunt who held great disdain 
for the ministry. Despite being the only child of a Baptist preacher, Dr. Taylor was an 
agnostic with intentions of becoming an attorney. It was an encounter with God similar to 
that of Ignatius Loyola. It was through pain that he saw the reality of the existence of 
God. It was not until Dr. Taylor found himself the survivor of a serious auto accident in 
which two persons died, that he acknowledged a call from God. 

Dr. Taylor does not claim to have had any dreams or visions, but it was a personal 
encounter that changed his life. He changed his plans to go to law school and instead 
enrolled in Oberlin School of theology in 1937. While there, he met and married his wife 


and together they had one daughter. He preached at a Baptist church in Oberlin for three 
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years while attending school. He became the pastor of the Concord Baptist Church of 
Christ in New York in 1948 and remained pastor until he retired in 1990. Dr. Taylor has 
many accomplishments to his credit. As pastor, he established a senior citizen’s 
residence, a school, and a million dollar endowment to invest in the Brooklyn 
community. Dr. Taylor is one of the founders and past presidents of the Progressive 
National Baptist Convention, Inc. He has been a seminary instructor. He is a published 
author of several books and publications, a preacher, lecturer and community activist. His 
life has touched many. He was presented the Medal of Freedom from President Bill 
Clinton.”’ Dr. Taylor’s life is a testament to the fact that being raised in a godly, church 
going home, does not mean faith. But it is also a testament that when a child knows God, 


God can easily regain, reconnect, and reclaim him or her. 


Life And Times Of Youth And Young Adults In Postmodern Era 


The definition of post modern differs form person to person. As you search the 
Internet, there is confusion about when the postmodern era began and what it means now, 
and for the future. The best definition is that of an African American pastor and professor 
by the name of James Noel. Noel begins with the idea that theology is based on context 
and location, therefore to define the theology; one must consider the context and their 
location. Noel says, “I am a Black postmodern person.”...““Postmodern means that you 


respect the notion that every theology has a location, that every theology is limited by its 
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location, that White Western folk do not have the answer, and that their perspective is no 
longer normative but merely one among multiple perspectives.””* 

The postmodern church consists of multiple generations actively involved in the 
church. In early Black church history, older adults were in charge. The youth were 
relegated to special days and special programs. Unfortunately the church has not changed 
enough. The offices of Deacon, trustee and ministries are still principally held by the over 
forty. This may be due to the fact that the missing crowd is the nineteen to thirty-five year 
olds. 

According to David Kinnaman “The dropout problem is, at its core, a faith- 
development problem; to use religious language, it’s a disciple-making problem. The 
church is not adequately preparing the next generation to follow Christ faithfully in a 
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rapidly changing culture.””” He acknowledges that while teenagers are some of the most 


actively involved, twenty something is least religiously active. Therefore, we had them 
but lost them.'°° “The ages eighteen to twenty-nine are the black hole of church 


attendance; this age segment is missing in action from most congregations.”’”! 
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Conclusion 


God has demonstrated a history of pursing humankind into a relationship. God 
uses kings, emperors, preachers, writers, thinkers, and simple people to touch the lives of 
others with his word. As a church we must reengage, reclaim and reconnect all those who 
have had an encounter but strayed for lack of reengaging with the time when we had first 
believed. Relationships with God through Jesus Christ are not made at confession. The 
scripture provides mandates and models. We will illustrate that developing a relationship 
with God via a personal encounter is delineated throughout the history of the church. God 


uses encounters to influence persons and situations. 
Theological Foundation for Ministry Focus 


We have presented a rationale, model and biblical foundation for Prophetic 
Preaching to Young Adults to Re-establish a Personal Relationship with Jesus Christ: The 
Three R’s, Re-acquaintance, Reconnection and Re-commitment.” There is also a strong 
theological foundation based in Christology, and soteriology, which provides a means for 
explaining why God became man as a theological basis for this ministry focus. Having 
been surprised to learn that some persons between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five 
who were raised, and not raised going to church, refer to themselves as spiritual—caused 
this research to focus on theological doctrine that would prove useful in explaining the 
existence and reality of Jesus. Therefore, Christology is a must as is soteriology for those 
who might believe that spirituality is related to other idol deities. Relationships with God 
through Jesus Christ are based on a personal encounter. From the beginning, God has 
sought a relationship with his creation. God created Adam and Eve, and communed with 


them in the Garden. As is documented in the book of Genesis, even after their sin, God 
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maintained a relationship and communicated with Adam, and subsequent generations. 
After the sin of Adam and Eve, the land is cursed, wisdom is distorted, children would 
bring sorrow instead of joy, and humankind would have to sweat for increase, but 
humankind was still blessed (Gn 1:28). 

The question that remained unanswered was how would the blessing be 
manifested in the earth, and by whom would the blessing be delivered? The sin of 
humankind was pervasive. The flood did not cleanse it, the institution of diverse 
languages could not stop it, and the earth was without a champion, but God had blessed 
humankind before the fall. God had launched his divine plan for humankind’s salvation 
before sin invaded the perfectness of the creation. It is the assertion that it was always 
through one that God’s grace and victory over sin is won. The champion of redemption is 
Jesus, but are ministers doing a good job of identifying who Jesus is and his role in 
salvation? Going to church does not equate to understanding of the doctrines, or the 
making of a Christian disciple. Trends demonstrate that young adults, who were once 
church attenders and active participants in ministry, are leaving the church and 
questioning any belief in Jesus. In You Lost Me: Why Young Christians are Leaving 
Church and Rethinking Faith, David Kinnaman notes, “The dropout problem is, at its 
core, a faith-development problem; to use religious language, it’s a disciple-making 


problem.” 


Today many churches have some type of new members’ orientation or 
discipleship study for new joiners. Does that new member class teach youth and young 


adults the basics about the nature and relationship of Jesus Christ to God the father? How 


does the church present Christology, the nature and person of Jesus Christ, in a way that 
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is understandable to youth so that when they become young adults, they will remain 
steadfast to their faith in Jesus Christ rather than display only a temporal connection to 
the church based on their parents’ faith and mandated attendance? It would seem that 
youth and young adults have a clear understanding of God, but do not understand the 
relationship between God and Jesus Christ. The following presentation is recommended 
about Jesus Christ as a theological basis for re-acquaintance, reconnection, and re- 


commitment of young adults to their faith through a personal encounter with Jesus Christ. 


Jesus Christ as Savior, Son and Deity 


According to Kinnaman, young Christians have doubts that they do not feel the 


church is ready to explore and answer. They also feel that the church’s response is fact 
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driven as if facts alone will ease or eliminate doubt.” Perhaps it would make a 


difference if youth were given the doctrine, not as fact, but as the basis of our belief when 


they can be engaged in discussion and application. Consider the following: 


If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. '™* 


The text above is scriptural evidence of Jesus’ claim to be one with the father. The 
teaching of the person of Jesus Christ must be fundamental to any ministry model 


designed for postmodern youth. Christology pertains to the doctrine of Jesus Christ and 
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its aim is to relate the relevancy of what Jesus Christ did over 2000 years ago to what is 
happening in the lives of those that live today. 

Prophetic preaching must make the person of Christ real to all generations. The 
preaching of the gospel must introduce Jesus in a way that is both palatable and practical. 
Preachers must tell the truth about the theological doctrines of our faith and the struggle 
to put into words a belief that has to be written in the heart and understood with the help 
of the Holy Spirit. The church struggled trying to describe who Jesus is in relation to the 
divine. If Jesus is the same as God, then how does that affect our monotheistic view? “In 
contrast to both Judaism and Islam... Christianity holds that the One God is also the 
Triune God (Trinity), and therefore has frequently been criticized on this score by Jews 
as well as by Muslims. Within the church itself, there have been long and heated 
controversies as to how the One God can also be Triune.”!°° “The Hebrew Shema of the 
Old Testament is “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!” (Dt 6:4; see Is 
43:10; 44:6; 46:9). Some people have argued that this passage actually refutes the 
concept of the triune nature of God because it states that God is one. But the Hebrew 
word for one in this text is echoed, which carries the meaning of unity in plurality. It is 
the same word used to describe Adam and Eve becoming one flesh (Gn 2:24). Scripture 
is not affirming that Adam and Eve literally become one person upon marriage. Rather, 
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they are distinct persons who unite in a permanent relationship.” ~” In the same way that 


preachers describe a marriage, so must the preached word declare the reality of one God 
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that is a Triune being that cared enough to offer himself as humankind’s sacrifice and 
solution for sin. 

“Christians are monotheists who recognize (through divine revelation) the 
Trinitarian nature of God. There is one God in essence, power, and authority who 
eternally exists as three distinct, coequal personalities: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. This 
does not mean that Christians believe in three gods (polytheism). Rather, the doctrine of 
the Trinity reveals that there is only one God who exists in three distinct persons, and that 
all three share the same divine nature. All three are the one God.”"”” 

Jesus Christ is regarded as making God known in a particular and specific 
manner, distinctive to Christianity. ‘°° God has made himself known as one who has 
compassion, mercy, love, and a willingness to offer self to make a difference in the lives 
of others. Jesus is God’s picture of grace. The image of the divine Jesus submitting to a 
human body, born of a woman, yet still divine, is a bold picture of humility. Postmodern 
young adults can be engaged to participate in a faith that is based on a God who wants to 
be known and pursues a personal relationship. 

Jesus, as the second head of the triune Godhead, is what separates Christianity 
from any other religion. “For Christians, God is known fully and directly through Christ. 
Where Islam holds that one may know the will of God but not the face of God, 


Christianity holds that both have been fully and definitively revealed in Jesus Christ.”!” 
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Preaching to this post-modern generation means making Jesus experiential, not just a 
fact, but also a practical reality. Postmodern youth and young adults can be reminded of 
God’s desire to be known through Jesus Christ as a means of engaging youth and young 
adults in participating in church outreach and evangelism ministries. It is through a 
planned and purposeful demonstration of compassion and mercy that young adults will 
understand the depth of love God has. This work will address thought provoking 
questions the church must answer if it is to reach and retain youth and young adults. 

If Jesus is both God and man then how does that affect our view of God as being 
able to suffer and die? “In his Person and Work of Christ (1852-61), Thomasius argues 
that the incarnation involves kenosis, the deliberate setting aside of all divine attributes, 
so that, in the state of humiliation, Christ has voluntarily abandoned all privileges of 
divinity. It is therefore entirely proper to stress his humanity, especially the importance of 


his suffering as a human being.”'!° 


Prophetic preaching must present Jesus as a means of 
experiencing a God that cares enough for his created beings that he takes on the role of 
Son to become savior. God must be explained practically as the person of Jesus who 
became man so he could die in man’s place as a perfect sacrifice for their sin. Jesus 
Christ grieved over the misery of others. Furthermore, Christ suffered and died on the 
cross. Traditional Christian theology declared that Jesus Christ was God incarnate. It 


therefore seems to follow that God suffered in Christ.''! Having a God, that is willing to 


suffer only makes worship more appealing, especially to a generation that longs for 
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practical and interaction. God interacted in humanity and met a need that only God could 
meet. 

Moltmann said, “God willed to undergo suffering... A God who cannot suffer is 
poorer than any human. For a God who is incapable of suffering is a being who cannot be 
involved. Suffering and injustice do not affect him. And because he is so completely 
insensitive, he cannot be affected or shaken by anything. He cannot weep, for he has no 
tears. But the one who cannot suffer cannot love either. So he is also a loveless being.” !” 
The doctrine of the incarnation speaks of God entering into the messy, fallen world that 
we inhabit. It invites us to think of God opening a window into his being, and a door into 
his presence, through Jesus Christ.'"° 

If Jesus is not God then how is he able to save mankind? McGrath informs the 
reader with “Who can forgive sins but God alone” (Mk 2: 7). Underlying this objection 
was a fundamental belief of the Old Testament: only God can forgive sin. Unless Jesus 
was God, he had no authority whatsoever to speak those words. He was deluded, or 
blaspheming. Yet, Jesus declares that he does have such authority to forgive, and 
proceeds to heal the man (Mk 2: 10-11). The resurrection of Jesus demonstrated that 
Jesus had the right to act in this way, retrospectively validating his claims to authority on 
earth.”!'4 

If Jesus is God, then is he and God the same or is he a minor God? Christianity is 


based on Christ but theologians struggled with how to remain monotheistic and recognize 
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the divinity of Jesus Christ. Jesus had to be divine or he could not be the perfect sacrifice 
nor take the sins of man away. The struggle became how to explain the relationship 
between an immutable, omnipresent, omnipotent God and Jesus, his Son. Some of the 
early apologists sought to define Jesus in respect to humanity. “The most fundamental 
Arian belief was that Jesus Christ was not divine in any meaningful sense of the term. He 
was first among the creatures—that is, pre-eminent in rank, yet unquestionably a creature 
rather than divine.”''° “The Arian belief recognized Jesus as a created being like mankind 
and other creatures but perfect.'1° For Arius, God was totally transcendent and 
immutable. So how could such a God enter into history, and become incarnate?”’'’ Yet, 
that is exactly what those of the Christian faith believe today. God involved himself in his 
own creation, took on the form of man, and died on an old rugged cross for the salvation 
of humankind. The view of Jesus as human without being divine was rejected though it 
seemed rational and logical. Athanasius was the challenger of the Arian view. 
“Athanasius argues that it is only God who can save. God, and God alone, can break the 
power of sin, and bring humanity to eternal life.”''® “The only possible solution, 
Athanasius argues, is to accept that Jesus is God incarnate.”''° “Salvation, for Athanasius, 
involves divine intervention. Athanasius thus argues that the biblical insight that the 


“Word became flesh” (Jn 1: 14) means that God entered into our human situation, in 
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order to change it.”!°° The “debate came to center upon two terms as possible 
descriptions of the relation of the Father to the Son. The term homoiousios, of like 
substance or of like being, was seen by some as representing a judicious compromise, 
allowing the proximity between Father and Son to be asserted without requiring any 


»121 the other term was the 


further speculation on the precise nature of their relation, 
difference of one letter and was called homoousios. “Homoousios expressed that the Son 
was God, Coeternal, Consubstantial, Coequal, Infinite. Homoiousios, unless understood 
in the same sense as Homoousios, implied that the Son was a mere creature.”'”” “By the 
end of the fourth century, the church had made up its collective mind, and decided that 
the only acceptable way of describing Jesus of Nazareth was using what has come to be 
known as the two natures formula—namely, that Jesus is truly divine and truly human.'”° 


Postmodern youth and young adults want to belong and have a desire for a relationship. 


Kinnaman had the following to say, 


Twenty something’s frequently feel isolated from their parents and other older adults in the realm 
of faith and spirituality. Many young people feel that older adults don’t understand their doubts 
and concerns, a prerequisite to rich mentoring friendships; in fact a majority of the young adults 
we interviewed reported never having an adult friend other than their parents. Can the church 
rediscover the intergenerational power of the assembly of saints?!** 


Kinnaman remarks about the power of the assembly, yet there can be no felt 
power when the young adults drop out. The church derives its’ power from the presence 


of the Holy Spirit. Dr. Vickers in his book Minding the Good Ground, states that the 
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mission of the church is related to the nature of the church which is dependent upon the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit for its’ life and continual existence. We are 
dependent upon the Holy Spirit to carry out the mission. According to Dr. Vickers, the 
mission is to worship the Trinitarian God and to witness to Jesus Christ in “word and 
deed.”!”° 

To witness to Jesus Christ in word and deed means understanding what Jesus did 
and why, which brings us to a brief synopsis of the doctrine of Salvation also known as 
soteriology. Preaching to the postmodern generation, means preaching the way and 
means of salvation solely through Jesus Christ. 

“Ritschl argued that it was improper to separate Christology and soteriology since 
we perceive “the nature and attributes, that is the determination of being, only in the 
effect of a thing upon us, and we think of the nature and extent of its effect upon us as its 
essence.”!”° “There is the closest of connections within the Christian tradition between 
the doctrine of salvation, on the one hand, and that of grace, on the other.”!?’ “The 
preacher should preach with dependence upon a soteriological power. The atoning work 
of Christ for our redemption is complete. Yet, God ordained that the message of salvation 


be preached and believed: “It pleased God through the foolishness of the message 


preached to save those who believe” (1 Cor 1:21b).!*8 
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Abelard restates the Augustinian idea of Christ’s incarnation as a public 
demonstration of the extent of the love of God, with the intent of evoking a response of 
love from humanity. “The Son of God took our nature, and in it took upon himself to 
teach us by both word and example even to the point of death, thus binding us to himself 
through love.”!”? “Christ is Lord of creation, and Lord in such a way that he must be 
understood to be the one through whom it was made, in whom it coheres, and to whom it 
moves. Equally important, there is clear teaching that Christ is part of creation like us, or 
at least as we are created to be. He is not the savior apart from his humanity.”’* Why was 
there a need for a savior? “Ideally, man as created, was in a proper relation to his entire 
environment, including God. That is to say, his will was in accord with the divine Will, 
the divine light illuminated his intellect, and his appetites were perfectly subject to his 
will and reason. This complete ordering of the parts of man's nature to the divine Nature 
is the essence of original justice, and man's actions while thus ordered did not fall into 
error... Before the fall, man naturally knew that he ought to love God, and how he ought 
to love God; after the fall he remembered it no longer, and has the lesson to re-learn,”!*! 

“Human nature was certainly originally created blameless and without any fault; 
but the human nature by which each one of us is now born of Adam requires a physician, 
because it is not healthy. All the good things, which it has by its conception, life, senses, 
and mind, it has from God, its creator, and maker. But the weakness, which darkens and 


disables these good natural qualities, as a result of which that nature needs enlightenment 
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and healing, did not come from the blameless maker but from original sin, which was 
committed by free will. For this reason our guilty nature is liable to a just penalty.”!* 
“For Augustine, humanity is universally affected by sin as a consequence of the Fall. The 
human mind has become darkened and weakened by sin. Sin makes it impossible for the 
sinner to think clearly, and especially to understand higher spiritual truths and ideas... the 
human will has been weakened (but not eliminated) by sim? 

“Augustine’s doctrine of original sin is of central importance to his doctrines of 
sin and salvation. In that all are sinners, all require redemption; in that all have fallen 
short of the glory of God, all require to be redeemed. For Augustine, humanity, left to its 
own devices and resources, could never enter into a relationship with God. Nothing that a 
man or woman could do was sufficient to break the stranglehold of sin.” '*4 Augustine 
stressed man’s total reliance upon God’s grace and the impossibility of being good in and 
of himself without God’s grace, while also asserting that God seeks humankind and not 
vice versa. God wills humankind to salvation and it is not the will of man to do so. 
‘““Adam’s sin is often represented as being transmitted, in some undefined manner, to his 
posterity. Gregory of Nyssa speaks of a predisposition to sin within human nature, which 
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can be put down, at least in part, to the sin of Adam.”’~” Prophetic preaching to the 


postmodern youth and young adult must engage their heart and mind in accepting the 


reality of a sinful nature that is bent towards evil without the aid of a savior. 
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However, is man saved from this hereditary predisposition for sin? Humankind 
has a hereditary predisposition for sin. The disobedience and quest for the forbidden of 
Adam and Eve is part of the human nature but God’s grace made available through Jesus 
Christ is God’s solution. “For Augustine, humanity is justified as an act of grace: even 
human good works are the result of God working within fallen human nature. Everything 
leading up to salvation is the free and unmerited gift of God, given out of love for 
sinners. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, Augustine argues, God gives 
humanity what it does not deserve (salvation), and withholds from it what it does deserve 
(condemnation).”'*° “Two central affirmations, both of which are deeply grounded in the 
New Testament, may be discerned as exercising a controlling influence over this 
discussion: 1) God wishes all people to be saved; and 2) Salvation is possible only in and 
through Christ.”!°’ 

“Thomas Aquinas argued that an act of faith was a necessary condition of 
salvation.” '** “The Bible clearly teaches that God does not want anyone to suffer eternal 
damnation (1 Tm 2:4; 1 Pt 3:9). Yet, it also teaches that people can reject God’s offer of 
salvation only so long. We can reach a point when we step over the line, where we are 
alive physically but dead spiritually. Just as we can build callouses on our hands so that 
we no longer feel tenderness when using a pick and shovel, so we can form callouses 
around our hearts so that we no longer feel God’s tender call. When we reach this point, 


there is virtually no hope of salvation.'*? 
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“One of the most important influences of the Reformation was the displacement 
of the language of salvation by grace” by that of justification by faith. It is not clear why 
this transition took place. The most likely explanation is through the personal influence of 
Martin Luther, for whom the idea of justification by faith took on an especially 
significant role during his formative years.” “° “The doctrine of justification came to be 
seen as dealing with the question of what an individual had to do in order to be saved.”!“! 
“Faith is not assent to an abstract set of doctrines, but is a union between Christ and the 
believer. “To know Christ is to know his benefits,” wrote Philip Melanchthon, Luther’s 
colleague at Wittenberg. Faith makes both Christ and his benefits—such as forgiveness, 
justification, and hope—available to the believer.”'”’ “The doctrine of justification by 
faith thus does not mean that the sinner is justified because he or she believes, on account 
of that faith. This would be to treat faith as a human action or work. Luther insists that 
God provides everything necessary for justification, so that all that the sinner needs to do 
is to receive it. Even faith itself is a gift of God, rather than a human action. ”'* 

“By confessing their sins in faith, believers stand in a right and righteous 
relationship with God. From their own perspective they are sinners, but in the perspective 


of God (Latin: coram Deo) they are righteous.” “4 “The only basis on which a Holy God 


could forgive sin was by His Son bearing the penalty of the sinner’s guilt. He cannot 
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forgive merely on the grounds of the sinner’s repentance. It can only be because the 
penalty has been fully paid. God does not, as some preach, forgive sinners because He 
loves them. His love caused Him to give His only begotten Son to be a ransom for sin, 
thus the sinner can be forgiven.’ 

“Calvin reclaims Luther’s emphasis upon the real and personal presence of Christ 
within believers, established through faith. This union with Christ has a twofold effect, 
which Calvin refers to as a double grace. First, the believer’s union with Christ leads 
directly to his or her justification. Through Christ, the believer is declared to be righteous 
in the sight of God. Second, on account of the believer’s union with Christ—and not on 
account of his or her justification—the believer begins the process of being made like 
Christ through regeneration.”!“° 

Preaching prophetically to this postmodern generation means, presenting Jesus as 
a touchable, experiential, practical God, who seeks a connection with believers. The 
preached word must not only expound on the nature of salvation but it must help young 
adults envision a usefulness of salvation in their lives. It is one thing to know that Jesus 
saves, but the preacher must be ready to answer, and how do I appropriate and apply that 
to my everyday life. 

God desires that all might be saved and none perish, but if we continue to loose 
the young adults, the church as we know it will disappear from the scene. Perhaps that is 
what needs to happen. The church as we know it may need to die so that the present age 
postmodern youth and young adults are Re-acquainted, Reconnected and Re-committed 
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Conclusion 


The theological basis for connecting youth and young adult is through Jesus 
Christ. The church is the vehicle through which in times past has introduced new 
converts to Christ. The church is still capable of responding effectively to the youth and 
young adults who leave the church or who fail to take hold of the faith by presenting an 
authentic gospel. This gospel must have at its’ roots the need and nature of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. We cannot afford to attempt to sell to this postmodern generation a 
salvation that is built on a life without suffering and serving. The postmodern generation 
deserves a chance to experience the abundant life in Jesus Christ with an accurate view of 
what is to be expected as a Christian believer. 

Kinnaman identifies the importance of changing the gospel that has popularized 
prosperity and an ease of life message. “This gospel of personal fulfillment is either 
bolted onto the busy lives of twenty-and thirty something’s as a lifestyle improvement 
App or dismissed as a cheap marketing pitch. Either way, this gospel is powerless to help 
the next generation resist the riptide of consumerism, individualism, and materialism that 
is the dark side of our modern culture. We need to rediscover the Bible’s grand narrative 
and teach an all-encompassing, multi-dimensional gospel. By showing how the life and 
death of Christ brings reconciliation with God, neighbor, creation, and self, young adults 
will hear the call to live as a prophetic sign of God’s coming kingdom.”!*’ 

Prophetic preaching must enlist all generations in the mission of the church. 
Kinnaman relates a change in his thinking as a result of redefining how a generation is 


defined. According to Kinnaman, a generation is not an age group but more of a grouping 
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of various ages. A generation is every living person who is fulfilling God’s purposes. 
Chris paused, probably because I looked confused. “In other words, while it is true there 
are different age groups represented in the church, the Bible seems to say that everybody 
in the church at a particular time make up a generation; a generation that is working 
together in their time to participate in God’s work.”'® 

Kinnaman related his newly formed perception by looking at his original 
assumption and then the new. “Original assumption: The church exists to prepare the next 
generation to fulfill God’s purposes. New thinking: The church is a partnership of 
generations fulfilling God’s purposes in their time. What does this mean? The Christian 
community is one of the few places on earth where those who represent the full scope of 
human life, literally from the cradle to the grave, come together with a singular motive 
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and mission.” 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 


Chapter four provides a synopsis of this researches approach to this project, its’ 


purpose, design, rationale for methodology, hypothesis and instrumentation. 
Hypothesis 


In a time when young adults between the ages of nineteen to thirty-five can live- 
stream church services, access YouTube preaching, twitter sermon highlights, Instagram 
sermon notes and Facetime services, it is essential that they understand the relevance and 
essentiality of church attendance and ministry involvement to spiritual formation and 
spiritual maturity. The purpose of this project is to initiate an understanding of the 
importance of a personal relationship with God through a personal encounter and effect 
on ministry involvement, church attendance, and faith commitment for those persons 
aged nineteen to thirty-five. The working hypothesis for this project is; “If Young adults 
were reacquainted with their personal encounter with God and re-connected to the 
importance of their personal relationship with God, they would develop a recommitment 
to the church and each other as evidenced by ministry involvement and church 
attendance.” 

Therefore, this project data will provide insight into a means of re-acquainting, 


reconnecting, and re-committing young adults to ministry, each other, and attendance in 
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the church. It might also provide a model for implementing a viable young adult ministry 
within the local church. 


Research Design 


A qualitative approach has been chosen for this research: as the purpose is to 
understand rather than to quantify specific phenomena that lead to a personal relationship 
with God or ministry involvement and church attendance. The qualitative method was 
chosen because of the flexibility it allows for data interpretation, the particular context, 
and researcher interpretation.' This research is interested in identifying a specific 
phenomena’s impact (personal encounter with God) on commitment to the church and 
ministry involvement. There is no known correlating statistical data to compare or 
contrast. This research is relying on the participant’s view of the problem being studied 
along with the researcher observations in order to ascribe meaning and understanding. 
The data gathered will affirm or negate support of the hypothesis statement, yet allow for 
conclusions and propositions based on researcher analysis. 

The employment of descriptive rather than inferential statistics will allow 
summarizations of data rather than generalizations. The data is triangulated in order to 
draw conclusions that converge the quantitative and qualitative data collected through 
focus groups, surveys and pre and post questionnaires and electronic exit interviews. The 
final analysis will result in each participant having an understanding of their personal 
relationship with God and how that relationship is evidenced in their commitment to 


ministry, each other, and church attendance.” 
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Measurement 


There are several variables contributing to the analytical outcome of this project. 
The independent variable is the location of the project. The dependent variables are the 
attitudes and behavioral changes of the focus group participants as measured by the pre 
and post survey. The descriptive variable was the demographics of the sample population 
relative to gender, length of membership, age, level of education and marital status. 

The project involved several steps. The first step was the development of an 
original pre and post-test to measure changes in attitude and behavior and to collect 
demographic information of the participants. The second step was to prepare four 
sermons highlighting male and female heroines in the bible that experienced God 
encounters, from the New and Old Testament as a basis for understanding the importance 
of a personal encounter with God. The sermon series was entitled “God Encounters of a 
Personal Kind.” The third step was to develop four brief narrative videos to precede each 
sermon to understand how the use of technology in sermonic delivery might affect young 
adults. 

The video introduced the meaning of a personal encounter with God throughout 
history and depicted persons within the Heritage church relating their personal encounter 
with God. The fourth step was to assemble four handouts for weekly focus group 
discussions that detailed a prominent figure in church history beginning with the ancient 
era and the state of affairs of young adults during each historical era. The fifth step was to 
coordinate with a young adult member, a corresponding poetic presentation that would 


precede the video and sermon each week relative to the subject of the sermon to measure 


115 


the effect of sermonic style. 

The sixth step was the development of a survey questionnaire to collect feedback 
from the participants on the sermon and the spoken Word each week during focus group 
meetings. The seventh step was the development of a Young Adult Ministry that would 
meet monthly and measure the participant’s perception of the group on the development 
of relationships and spiritual formation. 

The final step was the development of an electronic exit interview consisting of 
four questions to measure the overall effect of the project as perceived by the 
participants. The steps outlined would provide sufficient data that would either support or 
refute the hypothesis and provide additional insight as to if young adults are reacquainted 
with their personal encounter with God, they will reconnect with their personal 


relationship to God and recommit to the church, each other and their faith. 
Instrumentation 


This research project developed\pre and post survey instruments. The pre-survey 
consisted of twenty-six questions including demographic information, hypothesis, 
relevant data, and context relevant data, such as satisfaction with the sermons and 
likelihood of attending another church. The questionnaire consisted of Likert item 
statements, yes or no responses and open ended questions. The questionnaire did not 
employ a Likert scale because the twenty-six questions varied in subject and responses 
with no relevance in summing the data for categorical conclusions. The questionnaire 
was original and the questions were not validated and therefore may not be considered 
reliable. The questions asked in the pre-survey were developed to gather substantive data 


on the attitudes, behaviors, and demographics of the participants. This researcher 
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considered using a validated instrument but the one proposed to differentiate between 
spiritual and Religious did not lend itself to the context or the specifics of this 
researcher’s hypothesis and thus it was rejected. 

The survey was created on survey monkey to allow ease of distribution and 
reporting to and from the participants. A link to the survey was distributed to every young 
adult within our church. Individuals who had agreed to be in the project for four 
continuous weeks were sent a direct link to their email address. In addition a link to the 
survey was posted on our church website for those young adults who wished to 
participate but had no email address. 

Forty-two persons responded to the pre-survey between the ages of eighteen and 
thirty six years. They were allowed to participate in the focus group but their responses 
were not included in the outcome analysis. Those persons who completed a pre-survey 
without completing a post survey were deleted, leaving thirty-two participants. Some of 
the original forty-two persons that responded to the pre-survey took the survey right 
before church began in October of 2013. Anyone who wanted to become a part of the 
study had to take the pre-survey prior to observing the video, the spoken word, or the 
sermon that Sunday. No one was supposed to take the pretest following the initial 
sermon. Those persons who did do so were deleted from the study. The context associates 
and “‘Shepherd’s Staff members assisted the young adults in completing the survey by 
providing access to computers, [Pads and other tablets. The post-survey consisted of all 


the same questions with the addition of two questions related to the impact of the project 


Focus Groups 
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The target group studied was African American young adults. They were between 
the ages of nineteen and thirty-five years, male and female that were mostly members, 
except one, of Heritage Christian Community Baptist Church. The focus groups met at 
tables in the fellowship hall on Tuesday nights in lieu of Bible study. For those persons 
that could not attend on Tuesday nights but wanted to participate, Wednesday nights were 
provided as an alternative at least two of the four weeks. At least thirty-six to forty-five 
participants attended each week as other young adults from the church and or community 
decided to come to the focus groups. A number of university students visited the church 
during the project but did not become part of the actual study. Food was provided each 
week as an incentive for timeliness for those who participated in the research. 

During the focus group sessions, the interactive lecture related to a prominent 
figure in church history that had detailed his or her personal encounter with God and 
made a difference in the life of the church. Another important part of the lecture was the 
role of youth and young adults during each era of history from ancient history to the 
modern era. After discussing such prominent figures like, Constantine, St Augustine of 
Hippo, St. Ignatius, and Gardner C. Taylor, the group ended with reflections on the 
sermon and the spoken word from the previous Sunday to provide written feedback on 
the impact and or effectiveness of each. 

There were discussions related to the role of young adults in the church, changes 
needed and attitudinal beliefs as to why young adults leave or do not attend church. The 
focus group generally lasted for one hour each week for four weeks. Thirty-two persons 


completed the post survey following the final focus group. 


The Young Adult Ministry Formation 
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Following the last focus group, the group continued to meet monthly to discuss 
topics of interest to the group and to assess the impact of the sermons, discussion, group 
process etc. on the attitudes, behaviors and spiritual formation of the young adults. 
Namely, were the participants more involved in church activities and ministries? While 
the assessment of the group was made by this project team, the following topics were 
explored during the ministry meetings; dealing with temptation, relationships, sex, 
sexuality, managing resources and planning for ministry. The group agreed to meet each 
month for one and half to two hours. During the group sessions, the group got to know 
each other as a result of sharing food and structured group warm-up activities. The 
purpose of this group was to strategize plans for ministry, discuss topics of interest and to 
develop personal relationships with each other that would increase personal awareness 


and encourage spiritual maturity. 


The Electronic Exit Interview 


The final step in this project before data analysis was completed after four months 
of working with these Young adults in a Young Adult Ministry. Participants were asked 
to answer four questions, one was a scaled question, and the other three were open ended 


to measure the impact of the ministry and their involvement in church ministry. 


CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


Chapter five details the experience of this research when testing the hypothesis 
that “If Young adults were reacquainted with their personal encounter with God and re- 
connected to the importance of their personal relationship with God, they would develop 
a recommitment to the church and each other as evidenced by ministry involvement and 
church attendance.” The qualitative research method was chosen to present the views of 
the participants within their natural setting and the interpretation of complex information 
to present participant responses and reactions to the sermons, videos, poetic 
presentations, and focus group lectures. It gives voice to those who might not be heard 
and to explore the subject rather than focusing on meaningful statistical outcomes. The 
quantitative approach was not totally ignored as the data has been triangulated to collect 
numerical data, demographics and trends. The triangulation should provide a 
counterbalance to the selection of only one method. 

This chapter is divided into three main sections, Collection of Data, Analysis of 
Data and Outcome. The first section is subdivided into three sections. The first section 
will examine the set-up to include a description of the various components of the study 
and rational for their selection. The second subsection under section one will provide a 


description of the participants and how they were selected. The third subsection of 
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section one will examine specific trends of the discussion and reflections of participants 
during the focus group sessions. The second major section will describe the analysis of 
the pre and post-survey, identify trends, common themes, and comparison analysis 


between questions. 


PART ONE 


Collection of Data 


The data was collected from four sources. The first source was collected from the 
pre-test questionnaire. This second source of collection was collected from the focus 
group feedback questionnaires. The feedback questionnaires were presented to the 
participants each week following the Sunday service at the conclusion of an interactive 
lecture. The focus group met on Tuesday nights in lieu of Bible study for one hour. The 
third source was the post-test, which was almost identical to the pre-test other than two 
additional questions. The fourth source was a set of exit questions to those participants 
who had completed the pre and post-test questionnaire and some who had recently joined 
the newly formed young adult ministry to measure the impact of the ministry. From these 
four sources, qualitative information was gathered from open, closed, and scaled 


questions. 


Set-Up 


Prior to the start of the project, a pre/post survey was created using survey 
monkey, an online survey creation and distribution service. The survey was reviewed by 
the professional associates prior to the release on survey monkey with feedback. The first 


draft of the survey was said to be limited with only two open ended question and 
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numerous yes or no responses. The suggestion from two of the five professional 
associates to which it was distributed was to add more open-ended questions and to avoid 
the usage of yes or no responses to avoid biasing the results. The current pre-post survey 
is a result of the feedback given. 

With the assistance of a member of the Heritage church technology ministry, four 
engaging videos were developed to introduce the sermon each week. The narrative text 
was provided and the tech person put pictures, music, voice, and interviews of at least 
two different persons from within Heritage church who were willing to share their 
personal encounter with God on camera. Each week a video was shown prior to the 
delivery of the sermon with the series title, “God Encounters of a Personal Kind” along 
with the sermon title and text for the week. The video was an attempt to catch the 
audience attention to the series and the testimonials to the relevancy of the sermonic 
delivery. 

The four sermons prepared for the series depicted male and female characters 
form the bible that had a personal encounter with God from both the new and Old 
Testament. Jacob was the character for the first sermon entitled, “A Wilderness 
Encounter,” from Genesis 28:22. The second sermon in the series was entitled, “Stuck 
Going in the wrong direction,” from Acts 9:1-9, 18-22, highlighting Paul and the 
Damascus road experience. The third sermon in the series was entitled “The 7" Man,” 
from John 4: 16-18, highlighting the encounter between Jesus and the unnamed woman 
of Samaria. The fourth sermon in the series was entitled, “A Credible Witness,” from 


Mark 16: 9-11, highlighting the resurrection encounter between Jesus and Mary 
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Magdalene. Three of the four sermons were taken from the New Testament to highlight 
the importance and relevance of God encounters through Jesus Christ. 

In August of 2013, a meeting was held with a young gifted poet of Heritage 
church who develops spoken word messages. She agreed to create word messages for 
each service related to personal encounters with God. Her five-minute messages came 
early in the services as a reinforcement of the series through another medium of delivery. 
In preparation for the focus group, character vignettes taken from the foundations chapter 
were used that were indicative of each era of the church. 

In addition to the vignettes, we also highlighted a brief overview of the role and 
status of young adults using handouts. These handouts were delivered as an interactive 
lecture that elicited questioning throughout to check the participants understanding and 
assure participation. There were five characters presented: Constantine, Augustine, 
Ignatius and Charles Spurgeon to represent the Baptist faith and Gardner C. Taylor, as a 
Black Baptist preacher in the African American Church. 

In September of 2013, a meeting was called with all persons within the Heritage 
church that were between the ages of eighteen to thirty-five that would be willing to 
become part of a dissertation project. The invitation was given at both the 7:45 A.M. 
service and the 11:00 A.M. service. Those interested persons were given specific details 
about the project, the potential benefit to the church and the commitment needed from the 
volunteers. The volunteers were specifically asked to agree to commit to coming to 
church for four consecutive weeks to a Sunday morning service and the following 
Tuesday or Wednesday for a focus group. The participants were given the choice to 


attend the 7:45 A.M. or the 11:00 A.M. service, since unlike the usual format of two 
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different sermons, the sermons would be the same. Those willing to commit signed up by 
providing their name and email address. There were forty-three persons that initially 

agreed to participate and completed the pre-test and attended most of the services, and the 
focus group sessions, but did not complete a post-test. Only thirty-two persons completed 


the post-test. The posttest was completed in December of 2013. 


The Participants 


The participants were asked to identify their gender. Of the thirty-two 
participants, five were male and twenty-seven were female. 15.83% of the respondents 
were male and 84.38 % were female. All the participants responded to the question (See 
Appendix K; Table 1). The participants were asked to identify their year of birth. The age 
of the participants ranged from twenty to thirty-five. All the participants responded to the 
question (See Appendix K; Table 2). 

Seven persons were between the ages of thirty-one to thirty-five years (21.88%), 
with two persons reporting that they would turn thirty-six by the end of 2013. Fourteen 
persons were between the age of twenty-seven and thirty, (43.75%) with one person 
turning thirty-two by the end of the year. Nine persons were between the ages of twenty- 
two and twenty-six, (28.12%) and two persons were between the ages of nineteen and 
twenty-one (6.25%). 

The participants were asked to identify their current relationship status. The 
majority of the respondents were single (68.75%) and six were married (18.75%). Four of 
the respondents were married to one of the other respondents, while two were involved in 
the project without their spouse. There were two persons who reported being divorced 


(6.25%). There was also two persons who reported being single but cohabiting with a 
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significant other. All the participants responded to the question regarding their 
relationship status (See Appendix K; Table 3). 

Each participant was asked to identify his or her current educational status. 
A total of twenty persons (62%) of those studied have completed a Bachelors degree or 
better. Of that total, four persons have completed a master’s degree or better. One person 
completed an Associate degree (3.13%) while eight others have accessed college without 
completing a degree. Three persons reported having a high school diploma or 
equivalency (9.38%), (See Appendix K; Table 4). 

At the beginning and the end of the project, participants were asked to identify 
their length of time at the church. Most of the participants had been members of Heritage 
Christian Community Baptist Church for over one year (90.63%). Only three persons in 


the study had been members under one year (9.55%), (See Appendix K; Table 5). 


Focus Group Discussions 


The focus groups were designed to provide information, social interaction 
between the young adults and to develop a sense of community. The focus group met 
each Tuesday following each of the four sermons in the series. Food was brought each 
week and the room was set up in a u shape to allow personal eye contact between the 
group members and the facilitator. Many of the young adults were excited about having 
their pastor to themselves for four weeks with food; this might skew the results. 
Therefore the comments of the group in regards to their weekly feedback was written and 
given to one of the group members who collected them and handed them in at the end of 
the group. The comfort of the group was assessed based on the depth of their answers to 


discussion questions and their openness in expressing controversial views. For instance 
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when asked why young adults leave or do not attend the church; the following responses 
were given the first week. “They do not believe that the church is genuine.” “They do not 
want to hear about tithing.” They don’t see it as relevant.” “They have had bad 
experiences with preachers and church members.” “They are not respected by older 
members and their input is not sought out.” “The sermons are irrelevant and not 
applicable to their life experience.” One of the first comments made was they do not want 
to hear about tithing. Tithing is a major precept taught at our church with a weekly 
tither’s affirmation and brief exposition by this pastor or minister designee on the benefits 
of tithing before the offering each Sunday. It was then believed that the group would be 
open, and honest in their feedback and not fearful of saying anything that might counter 
or conflict with the beliefs of the pastor. 

The group opened each week with a warm-up activity that allowed them to get to 
know each other and the pastor. After an hour lecture and discussion, the group 
fellowshipped with each other over food while I returned to the sanctuary to catch the end 
of the Bible study. The young adults participated in the praise and worship services with 
the entire church before retiring to the back for their individual meeting. They spent 
approximately fifteen minutes in praise and worship, ten minutes for a warm-up activity 
and thirty-five minutes in a lecture discussion for a total of one hour with an additional 
half hour to fellowship with each other. During their fellowship, they completed the 


written feedback forms prior to the fellowship and turned it in. 


Week One 


The following is a summarization and recap of the weekly discussions. The 


discussion group began with a question regarding lessons learned from the sermon. Some 
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of the comments given were; “Jacob was fearful and untrusting of God and his brother 
Esau.” “God had to introduce himself to Jacob in order for him to trust him.” “Jacob 
expected to fight with his brother and was surprised when he did not have to fight.” God 
chooses to contact mankind.” “Jacob knew he was in the presence of God without having 
a physical experience. It is important to recognize God when he comes.” The question 
was not formalized to collect data on the first week but after the rich discussion and the 
amount of feedback given, the question was formalized for the three remaining group 
sessions in order to capture accurate data. When asked how the spoken word related to 
the topic, the group responded by saying that it was a wake up call and was convicting. 
Another said that it was thought provoking. Everyone thought that the young lady that 
had delivered the spoken word was both gifted and fascinating. The group related an 
enjoyment of the poetic message and felt that it served to enhance the message and focus 
their attention. 

All the responses from the group were not captured. The notes were taken after 
the meeting and are summarizations rather than direct quotes. The need to ask questions 
in a formal way on the questionnaire following the focus group was thought to be 
necessary and would allow for more accuracy. Therefore questions in regards to the 
effectiveness of the sermon and the impact of the spoken word were added to the 
questionnaire for the following three weeks. 

Week one, October 22, 2013 was entitled; A God Encounter with Constantine the 
Great. This discussion followed the first sermon entitled, “A Wilderness Encounter,” 


from Genesis 28:22. There were five questions asked on a questionnaire that first week. 
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1. How did the conversion encounter of Constantine affect the spread of 
Christianity? 


2. How can young adults impact the spread of Christianity through political 
means? 


3. How has your encounter with God impacted you and your relationship to the 
community or world at large? 


4. How might you assist this church in making a difference in this community to 
those who are vulnerable or persecuted? 


5. How would you consider the information you learned in this study? 
a) Totally relevant 
b) Somewhat relevant 
c) Slightly relevant 
d) Very relevant 


e) Extremely relevant 


I. How did the conversion encounter of Constantine affect the spread of 
Christianity ? 


Over half of the participants stated that Constantine’s encounter with God had 
made being a Christian safe. Greater than seventeen percent responded with some 
response relative to It spread Christianity everywhere or made it known worldwide. 
Greater than eleven percent responded by saying that it was supported by laws or was 
imposed by the government. Two participants gave no response while the two remaining 
participants responded with other answers not listed above. The responses to this question 
demonstrated a level of understanding of how one man’s personal encounter impacted a 


world as it relates to Christianity (See Appendix K; Table 6). 
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2. How can young adults impact the spread of Christianity through political 
means? 


More than sixty eight percent of the participants stated that being an activist or 
working through politics was the best way of spreading Christianity through political 
means. The participants had further stated that political activism was effective use of 
voting and or standing up for what is right and knowing who was representing them. 
Twenty percent of the participants stated that voting or using their right to vote for 
persons who shared similar ideas and religious views was a way in which Christianity 
might be spread politically. Less than three percent of the participants responded with an 
answer different than activism or voting. The responses of the participants was 
interpreted to mean that over eighty eight percent felt empowered to make a difference in 
the spread of Christianity through the political process after hearing about how one 
politically powerful man had impacted a world (See Appendix K; Table 7). 

The third question asked of the group is listed below by his or her specific 
response, as the answers were so varied and diverse. Each respondent remained 
anonymous to the researchers and the readers. The responses are listed as they were 
written with the exception of obvious typos having been corrected. One person out of 
thirty-five did not respond to this question. 


3. How has your encounter with God impacted you and your relationship to the 
community or world at large? 


e My encounter with God impacted me by having more faith. I use to not have 
faith in God, now I do because of an incident that happened to me. 


e To be honest, I don’t feel that I’ve actually had a personal encounter with 
God, but I know that since I’ve been more active in church, I’ve seen a small 
change in my attitude. 
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I acknowledge Him as the one who guides and protects. I am able to say 
without fear of judgment that God has done things for me and blessed me. 
And also show my light as a Christian in my actions. 


He has shown me that there’s nothing more important in this world than Him 
and he changes things 


When my peers saw my spiritual walk with God, they knew that I was serious 
about my religion and it showed them how God can change anyone. My past 
is far from perfect, so if he can use me, he can use anyone. 


The impact with God has encouraged me to maintain my walk with belief in 
His promises; to not change my character but change my environment; and 
has made me rethink about situations in the world and the relationship good 
and bad to what they think of Christianity. 


My encounter with God has helped me grow in dealing with others. It’s 
helped me learn how to forgive others. 


It makes me more compassionate towards different situations and allows me 
to spread my gift to children easily. 


To help others to want to have a relationship with the God I serve. 


My encounter with God caused me to have to learn more about Him. In 
learning more about Him, I learned that I have to tell others what I know, 
what I’ve learned and what my story is. 


Many times I look at what’s going wrong or things that go against the bible 
with different emotions sometimes I’m judgmental, compassionate, critical, 
helpful, etc. 


Knowing what the Lord did for me during my years of youth has impacted me 
to the point of empowering underserved, underprivileged youth locally, and 
prayerfully beyond. 


My encounter with God has impacted by making my faith even stronger He 
(God) has been there to help me through my hard times, because of this my 
peers see my growth and it makes them want to seek God’s blessings. 


My relationship has impacted me because it has made me want to be more 
positive. I realize there are younger people who look up to me and I want to 
be a good example. Also as a black male, the odds are against me and I know 
I would not be who I am without God. 


Encountering God has impacted my community relationship by allowing me 
to be more sympathetic towards others predicaments. It has also helped me to 
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become more aware of my need to help make my community better through 
service and love. 


My encounter with God has given me a platform to speak to others my age 
and tell them what God did for me and where he brought me from. Not afraid 
to tell my story. 


My encounter with God impacted me when I realized God was calling me to 
change my ways so I can teach my friends about God and basically use my 
life as a testimony to share with them. 


My encounter with God is setting and has taken me to where I am currently in 
my professional life. God continues to show my true path to me, proving that 
it’s not always about me. He promotes me more and more as I dedicate myself 
more to others. I’ve learned that service to others is first. God has me! 


My encounter with God has allowed me to be stronger in my faith, resulting in 
my strengths as a person and a mother. Trusting in Him showed me how to 
look at things in a more positive light. I can only live as much like Christ as 
possible and hope people see the difference. 


Ihave changed my outlook on life. I no longer snap if someone comes at me 
rudely I just say “Jesus” and I can handle anything. 


It has helped me to be open-minded and not judgmental...helps me to have a 
passion for people. 


It encourages me to follow the path that God has set for my life and be an 
example to those who see me. 


Voting and knowing who you’ re voting for. Speaking and understanding the 
way things are gong in the world today. 


It has made me depend more on God than I do on myself. 


My encounter has greatly impacted my faith. In this day and age I know that I 
cannot do anything without Christ. Within the community I find myself 
connecting with people of God or always finding a reason to discuss religion. 


It made me realize that my life has purpose, so now I am more willing to give 
insight/share my testimony with others and help others any way I can. 


My relationship has impacted me tremendously! I’m happy and appreciate 
each and every day because of what the Lord has done for me. Therefore, I’m 
always trying to help people because God helps me. 
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e It allowed me to restore my faith. At my lowest the only person who was truly 
there was God. I lost everything job, apartment, car, and some friends yet he 
restored my spirit and personal things with interest. 


e [have learned or become more secure in my life and what’s ahead on my 
path. I have learned not to let negatives affect my spirituality. 


e It allows me to have a chance to share what God has done, and is doing for 
me. I can be an example for someone else, and share things via social media 
about the impact of God on my life and what he can do for them. 

e Caused me to become more transparent. 


e lJhave become a more giving and selfless person. 


e I would say there’s been a positive impact because now that Christ leads my 
life I’m able to make Christ-like decisions and bring people to Christ. 


e IfIrun into a person who does not believe in God or believe in going to 
church I will encourage them and explain the impact it has had on me. 


The participant responses to this questions leads this researcher to conclude that 
all but one respondent realizes the importance of their personal encounter and how it 
connects to their relationship with God. They are also able to see the correlation between 


their relationship to God and the need to witness and give service to others. 


4. How might you assist this church in making a difference in this community to 
those who are vulnerable or persecuted? 


Greater than seventy nine percent of the participants identified evangelism, 
testimony and ministry involvement as a means of helping Heritage make a difference for 
vulnerable persons in the community. It would appear that these participants believe that 
the Heritage church is able to assist with their help and that salvation is the key to a 
healthier community. It was interesting that only four persons (11%) saw community 


service as a means for helping the vulnerable (See Appendix K; Table 8). 
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Drew Dyck in his book entitled Generation Ex-Christian highlights the 
importance of involving those young adults who have left the church into service as a 
form of evangelism. He stated, “Post-moderns prefer to discover truth through experience 
rather than reason.”! The idea is to invite the un-churched into a service project rather 
than a church worship service as a way of introducing them to the church. Most (27) of 
the project participants who are between the ages of nineteen and thirty-five seem to 
think that personal evangelism, testimonies and ministry involvement in the church is the 
best way to change a community and alter personal circumstances. 

5. How would you consider the information you learned in this study? 


Totally Relevant 
Somewhat Relevant 
Slightly Relevant 
Very Relevant 


peepee soe UME i 


Extremely Relevant 

Twenty-Five participants considered a study of Constantine’s personal encounter 
with God and his impact on Christianity to be very relevant to extremely relevant, while 
only eight persons found it to be slightly relevant to somewhat relevant. One participant 
wrote the following statement as a way of explaining the choice of extremely relevant, 
“Knowing the impact of an encounter with God, and how it relates to a change in 
situations and circumstances.” The participants were not given a choice of irrelevant, so 


slightly relevant may have been selected in its’ place (See Appendix K; Table 9). 





‘Drew Dyck, Generation EX-Christian: Why Young Adults Are Leaving The Faith ... And How To 
Bring Them Back. Chicago:, IL: Moody publishers, 2010. 
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Week Two 


Week two, October 29, 2013 was entitled; “A God Encounter with Augustine of 


Hippo.” This discussion followed the second sermon entitled, “Stuck Going In The 


Wrong Direction,” from Acts 9:1-9, 18-22. The total number of participants was thirty- 


five. Participants were asked to answer eight questions on a questionnaire the second 


week. 


he 


. What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your life? 


How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 
What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 


Augustine had difficulties figuring out what he believed, what types of beliefs 
have you read, studied or practiced before settling on Christianity? 


Augustine was a great theologian, but not a very good man and an even worse 
father. What does his abandonment of his family tell you about God? 


What advantage do you perceive young adults have in the Church? 
What are the disadvantages of being a young adult in church? 


How should an encounter with God impact involvement in the church or 
kingdom ministry? 


What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your life? 


Over ninety percent of the participants identified a life application for the sermon. 


The sermon contained three major points. The three points were, 


1. Jesus will disrupt your plans 
2. Jesus will disable you 
3. Jesus will direct you 


The participant application may mean that the participants saw relevancy in the 


sermon and were engaged in identifying the purpose and importance of a personal 
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encounter with God. Forty eight percent (seventeen persons) identified one of the sermon 
points as having a life application. Forty three percent (fifteen) of the participants were 
able to identify a life application from the sermon that was derived from their own words 
and understanding. Three persons left this question blank, totaling eight plus percent. 
This researcher would conclude that the sermon was seen as meaningful and applicable to 
the life of the great majority of participants. The goal for this sermon was to help 
participants understand how God chooses to seek a relationship with those whom he 
calls. One of the other responses given to this question was you are not your own (See 


Appendix K; Table 10). 


2. How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 

The second question was so varied and diverse in the responses given that this 
researcher has chosen simply to list them. There were thirty-five participants and only 
two persons did not respond. The question was asked to elicit a response that required 
reflection and a positive response. (How did the spoken word “enhance” and “speak”. 

e Count on God, He changes us. 

e Exposure, chosen vessel 


e It allowed me to see the salvation of God in a new light- that it was honest, 
and relatable, chosen vessel 


e I felt like she was speaking directly to me. I struggle with my sexual desires. 
e To hear that someone can over come gave me faith 


e Her transparency, related to others in the congregation. Her courage rekindled 
my fire to write poetry. 


e Transparency, chosen vessel 


e It was great! The poet hit some good points that I could relate with. 
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It was definitely an emotional message that touched me deeply. I could relate 
to the message, 


It showed me there was room for improvement in my life. 

Transparency identification. We are arrested. I am a chosen vessel. 

I have to recognize that I have worth and value. 

Left Blank 

Spoke to me personally, I’m not alone, I’m chosen, I’m here for a reason. 
I am a chosen one. 

Transparency of the emotion 

It’s relatable. 


Confirming to me that I am a chosen vessel through that good and bad God 
sill has a plan for me. 


The spoken word drew more attention for me because I was able to relate. 
(Chosen Vessel). 


The spoken word helped us prepare ourselves for the preached word. It was 
easy to make a connection. 


How it runs parallel with my life - I am a chosen vessel. 

I am a chosen vessel. People will meet Jesus through me. 
There is a purpose to my life. Why did Jesus call you out? 
I’m not alone. 

Motivational, encourage, inspiring. 


They are powerful, but personally do not affect me, because I can not related 
to such experience at least what I heard is catching. 


It got my attention and truly blessed me to know I am not the only one with 
obstacles in life. 


The speaker’s content and overall passion, gifting and courage to do what God 
called her to do! 
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e It led me to remember that although we may bend we won’t break. Your 
testimony is meant to bless someone else’s outcome. 


e It confirmed for me that I’m not the only one. 


e For her to go up there and watch God work through her showed me God can 
do the same through me 


e Let me know that I’m not the only one. 

e Honest, chosen vessel, confirmation that we all have trials, encouragement. 
e Left Blank 

e Left Blank 


The spoken word involved a poetic presentation about how God has chosen us 
and how in response to his favor, we should desire to become the person he has called us 
to be. The poet spoke about the pull of the flesh and how Jesus calls us with our issues 
but with an expectation that we will become the person, Jesus says we are to be. The 
poetess spoke eloquently about how she had allowed men to use her body for their use 
because she had a desire to be wanted but not anymore because she realized that she is 
God’s chosen vessel. The spoken word paralleled the sermon that concerned Paul who 
had begun a journey to destroy the church only to discover that he was going in the 
wrong direction because God had another plan for his life. Three persons failed to 
respond to this question. 

3. What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 


The response to question number three was so varied that the participant 
responses are listed below. 

e Have faith in Him/God. Study more 

e Lead by example of the word 


e Actas a true Christian to witness with your actions to others. 
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Apply it and remember that God is doing this for my good. 

Get into my bible, study more 

Listen more to Him instead of thinking I know what’s best. 

Study more, move people to remember their encounter, walk by faith. 

It will help me realize that I’m stuck in certain situations because they’ re not 
where God wants me to be. Be more willing to listen to Him and meditate on 
the word. 

Identify my faults, change them, and be more stronger in the word 

Study more, build closer encounters 

To live a bold life, encourage others to fulfill God’s purpose for their life. 


Let go of things and let God have His way. 


Listen and have faith. Be sure that I’m my best reflection of the word. To 
listen and follow the path He has laid out for me. 


To bring others closer to God 

To get others to understand they need a relationship with God. 
Pray more and get in line more with God’s will. 

Be more at peace with what God has for me. 


Study more of the word, scriptures given, leading me toward my destination 
with God. 


Study the word more and be more active in my relationship with God. (Be 
more active in church) 


Pray more to become prepared to be a chosen vessel. 

Begin the path/journey back to Christ. 

Left Blank 

Left Blank 

Be willing to study more and do what Jesus has called me to do. 


Accept the fact that God has a plan for my life. 
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e Believe, trust, pray. 

e To move when I’m told. 

e Jam compelled to share the word with others my age. 

e Study more! 

e Stay in the word and continue to be the living testimony. 

e Study the word of God and go and bare fruit. 

e Let God take the head of my life and not do what I want to do. 


e Apply the word and listen more to learn what is being taught to me. Trust 
Jesus. 


e Study more, help others to come closer to God, listen. 

e Keep going in my walk to share my story 

Three persons failed to respond to this question but the responses given by the 
participants demonstrate that thirty-two persons appreciated the presentation and were 


able to articulate a purpose and application. 


4. Augustine had difficulties figuring out what he believed, what types of beliefs 
have you read, studied or practiced before settling on Christianity ? 


Question number four elicited feedback on the historical character presentation, 
namely Augustine of Hippo. The participants were provided a handout on Augustine that 
summarized his personal encounter with God and his impact on the church. The handout 
also provided a synopsis of the life and times of young adults during the Medieval Era. 
The presentation on Augustine highlighted his personal life as a young man who had 
gotten a woman pregnant out of wedlock and never married her or participated in his 
son’s life. The purpose of the presentation was to identify how God greatly uses the 


imperfect and marred individuals. 
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Seventy-four plus percent of the participants reported having been involved in 
Christianity only. Interestingly, two persons identified Catholicism as a previous religion. 
The two persons having identified Catholicism as their former religion did not understand 
it to be Christian. One individual (2.85%) claimed illuminati as a former religion while 
three persons (8.58% identified other religions such as “everything under the sun has 
been studied, materialism and Hinduism and Tao. Over 77% of the participants have 


always been Christian (See Appendix K; Table 11). 


5. Augustine was a great theologian, but not a very good man and an even worse 

father. What does his abandonment of his family tell you about God? 

This fifth question was designed to identify the participant’s impression of God in 
terms of his view towards imperfect, flawed and hurting people. Thirty-two persons 
responded to question number five, and three did not. The majority (30) of the 
participants recognized the sovereignty of God to choose individuals that are less than 


perfect, or perceived to be unusable for service in the kingdom (See Appendix K; Table 


12). 


6. What advantage do you perceive young adults have in the Church? 

Thirty-four participants answered the sixth question asked of the participants. 
Three persons did not respond to the question. There was a general consensus between 
the participants as to the advantages of young adults. Greater than eighty five percent (30 
individuals) of the participants identified fresh ideas and or flexibility and open minds as 
an advantage to young adults. It could be said that the responses of the participants imply 
that they view the older saints as being less open, inflexible and having somewhat closed 


minds. However this is not true based on observation and discussions with the group. The 
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intent of the participants was to provide reasons why the older saints should associate or 
listen to them. The seventh question should help the reader to understand why they felt 


the need to sell themselves to the older saints in the church (See Appendix K; Table 13). 


7. What are the disadvantages of being a young adult in church? 


Thirty-four participants answered the seventh question. Only one person did not 
respond. Twenty-three young adult participants (64.86%) stated that older persons did not 
want to listen to them and or passed judgment or devalued their opinions. Five persons 
stated that their age or lack of experience was a perceived reason as to why their voices 
were not heard or they were judged and or devalued (See Appendix K; Table 14). 

S$. How should an encounter with God impact involvement in the church or 

kingdom ministry? 

The responses were very similar with a number of key words. Their answers are 
listed as written with the exception of obvious mistakes in spelling, while they remain 
anonymous to help the reader understand the manner in which this researcher has 
identified key words. 

e Having actively involved servants 

e Enhance involvement, accountability, love for others 

e Accountability and your interaction with your brethren 


e Itshould motivate you to move forward. It gives you a manner of 
accountability 


e More involvement in the church 


e More actively involved, positively influenced, accountability, love and 
compassion towards brothers and sisters. 


e Passionate, mercy/grace towards others 
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It should inspire you to be more active, make you more accountable, ought to 
make a difference in how you deal with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 


Enhance your involvement, be more involved, accountability, the way you 
speak to people. 


Birth a new ministry within me. Accountability 

Being active in ministry, accountability. 

You owe God your talent and resources. 

Enhance involvement, accountability, love, and compassion amongst others. 
Accountability becoming more involved outside of Church 

Accountability. 


It should make me active. I should be able to reach others and be able to talk 
about God to others. 


Enhance your involvement, accountability, love and compassion with other 
people. 


Make you more involved. Accountability. 

It should make you more active and dedicated. 

Willingness; more active, accountability, love and compassion to others 
Accountability. 

Service increase, enhancement, accountability 

Encouragement. 

Love and compassion with brothers and sisters 


Keep involvement continuing to accomplish the mission of saving souls, and 
maintaining faith; accountability, change in treatment of others. 


It should compel you to bless others through more involvement. 


Enhance your involvement, drive you to become more accountability, more 
love and mercy, more compassion. 


More active and accountable to do your duty 
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e Should be ready to work in the church remembering to give God all the glory. 
e Do everything as if I’m doing it for God. 

e To be able to reach out and help other people 

e Ishould be more active in the church ministry and come more often. 

e Accountability, enhancement, love and compassion to others 

e It should help growth in the church and outside the church 

e Left blank 


Twenty-eight participants (80.1%) stated that an encounter with God should 
impact involvement in the church, which for most meant being accountable for service in 
the community and ministry. The two participants that related a personal encounter with 
God to an altered attitude also referenced service to others. The remaining four 
respondents refer to such things as encouragement, doing all to the glory of God, service 


to others and church growth (See Appendix K; Table 15). 
Week Three 


Week three took place on November 5, 2013 at Heritage and was entitled; “A 
God Encounter with Ignatius of Loyola.” This discussion followed the third sermon 
entitled, “The 7" Man,” taken from John 4:16-18. The sermon highlighted five specific 
points in regards to the encounter between Jesus and the unnamed woman of Samaria. 
The five points given during the sermon was, Jesus will converse with you, Jesus will 
challenge you, Jesus will counsel you, Jesus will convert you and Jesus will command 
reverence and respect. The total number of participants was thirty-five. 

The spoken word was taken from Ecclesiastes 3 in regards to God’s seasons and 


reasons why we should not complain when the season is not the one in which he blesses, 
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because after all your due season is coming. The interactive lecture presentation reviewed 
the life of Ignatius of Loyola and the founding of the Jesuits. The discussion led to a 
discussion of the Catholic Church, it’s meaning, origin, and relationship to the protestant 
movement. We discussed briefly the differences between the Catholic and Baptist church 
in regards to doctrine and liturgy. 

The lecture highlighted Ignatius personal encounter with God through a vision 
and how He was led to work for God instead of obtaining glory in the military. The 
participants were asked eight questions. 

1. What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your life? 
2. How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 
3. What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 


4. How did Jesus encounter with the woman at the well differ from that of Jacob 
and Saul of Tarsus? 


5. What types of Spiritual exercises still seem to exist in the church? 


6. How has your relationship with the church impacted your service in the 
community? 


7. What family patters today impact young adult participation in church? 

8. How has this series impacted you and your relationship with God? 

For the purposes of this project, we will summarize the key discoveries during the 
third session by identifying key word responses to questions one through three and six 
through eight. Questions four and five was developed to test participant retention of 
sermon and lecture content and are not necessary as a support for the hypothesis. The 
answers to question one are listed below as they responded on the questionnaire. The 


answers are very diverse with limited key words and are too complex to synthesize into a 
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word or two. Thirty-two participants responded to the question out of thirty-three persons 


that turned in the questionnaires following the session. 


1. 


What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your life? 
He will convert me. 


God’s presence commands respect. God will always open up a door for you to 
come to Him. 


Left Blank. 


Don’t quench your thirst with outside factors- meet Gods challenge and get 
your “living water’. 


God commands respect. Jesus offers himself as living water. It’s not good 
enough to have the water and not drink it. 


Get your own experience with the Lord. Your life will change. 
Seek God and find eternity. Stop filing yourself with worldly things. 
Respect for his presence. Jesus will reveal himself to those who seek Him. 


I should accept God’s living water for a lifetime. Seven is the number of 
completion. 


God will come in a time of need. I have to respect the fact I may not have 
everything I want but God supplies all of my needs. 


The Seventh Man! Why temporarily quench your thirst with worldly things 
when you can drink the living water and quench it for an eternity. He’ll reveal 


Himself to those who seek Him. 


You can’t change your actions if you continue to do things that are ungodly. 
Find Jesus first and love yourself. Jesus will always love you. 


God meets you everywhere, even when you least expect it. In order to be great 
you must first learn to serve. 


That God can use you regardless of how other people see you or judge you. 
God is enough/sufficient! 


That we be available to receive what God has for us (and it may not come how 
you thought it should). 
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No matter how lonely you feel to remember to call on God. Respect God’s 
presence always. 


Regardless of the encounters you’ve had in the past, nothing was a lasting 
change until I met Jesus. Jesus makes the difference / it also dealt with what 
I’m dealing with now isolation. 

His presence commands respect and will always welcome His children. 

That Jesus used a woman at the well who was considered unclean to show that 
he had more to offer than any relationship she ever had. Jesus can offer me 
peace and eternity. Jesus will meet me where I am I can apply this by 


spreading His word. I can forgive myself and give to others. 


God’s presence demands respect, no matter what you have done God will still 
forgive you and use you. 


Jesus changes people. 


God’s presence demands respect....He’s not just the man upstairs, He 
becomes the Messiah. 


To follow Jesus requires faith. 
Jesus is the living water and wants to pour Himself into people. 


Jesus went from stranger to Savior. Jesus will reveal Himself to those who 
seek Him. 


Jesus will speak to me when I need help. 

I know who to put first and who to give my respect to. 
It was called the 7th man. God commands respect. 

He is in control of my life and He’s my living water. 


“Only falling in line with God’s will--will satisfy.” He will reveal Himself. 


The comments from the participants reveal a personal connection to the sermon 


and a life application. Participants were able to glean scriptural truths while accumulating 


practical application for the word received. Only one participant failed to respond to the 


question. 
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How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 


God does things for a reason, so when something goes wrong have faith in 
Him. 


There’s a season for everyone. 
Persuades me to read the word. 


Don’t question why God does what He does. There are season and times in 
our lives. 


Why question God about the bad times when you will freely receive His 
blessings. 


Appreciate the Lord more. 

Went perfect with the message. Allowed me to relate. 

Stop questioning Him. Look at it as a blessing and that He’s still in control. 
God is in control. And He will bless us and make us go through trials. 


Spoken word influenced me to read Ecc: 3 to better understand the reasons for 
the seasons of God. 


“For all things there is a season.” Inspired me to read Eccl: 3 during the 
sermon. 


Thank God through your problems and your blessings. It reminded me to be 
more humble through my problems. 


Stop questioning why me? See things as a blessing. 

God has to have full control- He doesn’t need help. 

Brainteaser, it demanded my attention. Felt like she was sharing my story. 
The truth and how she was so open to put her life on display. 


To remember that God is in control; Don’t question Him and know your 
blessings is for you. 


The transparency. I’ve been there before as far as doubting God in specific 
areas of my life. It enhanced my life by reminding me of what He can do for 
me. 
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Stop questioning God and allow His will to lead me. 


It was a very moving way to understand how God gives me more than I could 
repay. He has reasons for his blessings. 


Who is in control? Stop questioning God about His reasons of taking me 
through the storms, knowing that God will always be there for me. 


God is always in control! 

It provokes you to read the bible. 

It challenged me to surrender and allow God to be in control. 

Captivated the audience, conviction, relinquished my self-effort. 

Know that God is always in control - Season and process are part of this walk. 


I learned that I have the thirst no more. Jesus is my living well. He will 
forever be with me. 


I know that I need to stop questioning things that occur in my life. 
It reminded me to let go and let God. The spoken word enhanced the service. 


God’s in control 


3. What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 


Trust in God and believe He will lead me to the right path. Stop doing things 
on my own. 


Let God work more through me. Give God control. 

Study more. 

Look at my life and what I am filling my time with. 

Continue to let God have residence over all of you, not just part of you. 
Quit trying to do things on your own. 


Stop filling myself with meaningless things and began reading the word more 
often. 


Let God work through me. Quit trying to run my life. 
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Give God the power. Fill my time with tings that are God-like. 


I am compelled to put more trust in God and stop trying to figure things out on 
my own. I say that I trust God, but I don’t always let Him have His way. 


Be patient and focus on the love of the Seventh Man instead of looking for 
love and approval from man. 


So far [have starting reading the bible more, speak to my friends more about 
attending church regularly and building a relationship with God. 


Relinquish myself; He’s in control. What am I filling myself with? What am I 
using my time and talents on? 


Move out of the way I don’t know everything. 

Recommit myself; become the dedicated individual I’ve always been. 
Trust and believe and stop trying to do it my way. 

Stop trying to work things out on my own and trust in the Lord. 


Keep increasing in my faith. Stay focused in my studies and my reading to get 
closer in my relationship. 


Release control. 
I’m more compelled to tell others that Jesus can offer an experience regardless 
of placement. I also looked into how we could bring the “God belongs in the 


city” tour to Tampa. 


Keep practicing what I am taught. Trusting and obeying in God having faith in 
the unseen 


Just self-reflect and think what in life am I quenching my thirst with. 
Allow God to use me. 


Go back to the places that use to be comfortable to me and give them the good 
news. 


Captivated the audience, conviction, relinquish myself effort. 
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e Try and be more sensitive to God (Holy Spirit) giving me direction - so [am 
not out of alignment. 


e Give Him reverence and respect, for He has done many things. 


e lam compelled to continue to seek knowledge in the word. Also keep my 
faith. 


e Honesty. 

e Let God work for me. 

e To be comfortable in God’s presence and not worry about being in control 

The participants responded to questions four and five but this researcher does not 
think that they relate directly to the hypothesis but were a test of retention and critical 
thinking. Therefore only the summary of question six for week three will be presented 
here. Question six is summarized below. Thirty participants responded to this question 
and two persons left it blank. 

6. How has your relationship with the church impacted your service in the 

community ? 

Twenty-eight persons (87.5%) reported that their church had impacted them in 
such a way as to desire to give back, to share their testimony with others, to help others 
and or to participate in planned activities that will help others or minister to others. This 
question may or may not support the hypothesis as it relates to the church and not 
specifically to the project. The responses of the participants could be totally unaffected by 
the focus group or the sermon series. However, it is good to know that the church is 
making a positive impact on the lives of young adults who attend church (See Appendix 


K; Table 16). 
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7. What family patterns today impact young adult participation in church? 

Twenty-three persons (71.85%) said that their parents chose their denomination 
and or made them go to church and therefore they grew up going to church. One 
respondent answered with a question, “What Religion” as to imply that he or she does not 
honor a religion or that the family patterns may have impacted several religions with no 


other explanation. The remaining persons referred to tradition, denominational choice, 


being reared in the church, having been taught that going to church is not the same as 
being saved and having learned to work and serve in church. 

The participants viewed parental insistence and choice of denomination as the 
main reason for church attendance. It stands to reason that we should take advantage of 
the early years to develop a spiritual foundation based on a real relationship and 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. If we work with our young people early it only supports the 
word of God in Proverbs 22:6 “Train children in the right way, and when old, they will 
not stray.” (NRSV) 

8. How has this series impacted you and your relationship with God? 

e To walk by faith and not to think I know everything. 

e It’s helping me talk to God more. 

e Iwantto know more, do more, seek more 


e [recognize now the blessings he bestows on me. I also have a peace in what’s 
to come. 


e It has made me more serious about what I am doing, and has helped me to 
want to seek other ways to be used by God. 


e Reflecting on my personal encounters with Jesus. 


e He is bringing me closer. 
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Allowed me to recall my personal experience and appreciate it. 
Reassurance in my faith, knowing I made a great choice in my life. 
Makes me more mindful of my relationship with God. 


This series has made me eager to learn more to better understand what God is 
trying to do in my life. 


It has made me reflect back on when I first realized God was really real. 
Reading the bible more and gaining more knowledge 


It’s drawn me closer and makes me want to do more- Reassurance in faith. 
Enhanced prayer life. Clarification 


It has given me a new outlook-make me want to learn more 


Unable to pinpoint an affected area but I know God is working behind the 
scenes. 


Growing more in the word to study more of the word. 
To make me more of a believer and keep faith and trust him always 
Convicted me to stop being stagnant and push me towards growth. 


More apt to attend church for myself to better myself and my relationship with 
God 


I look for God encounters. It makes me desire His face to see if I can embrace 
it. 


Intimacy. 


Knew God at a young age and continued to learn more about God through the 
series 


I feel more eager/thirsty for knowledge and understanding. My purpose for 
living- Enhancing my prayers, boldness to God, worshiping God anywhere 
and around anybody 

A lot of questions I had have been answered. 


I’m getting stronger in my faith. 


Gives more clarity and understanding. 
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e Increase of faith, self-reflection, more sincere prayers based on biblical 
clarifications, recalling my personal trials. 


e It helped me to seek my own personal relationship, and seek Him for Him, not 
things. 


e lJhave become more aware of what He is capable of in many situations. 


e It has made me even more aware of my blessings and more conscious of my 
purpose in life. 


e It has given me an increase in knowledge and history as a foundation. 
e Yes alot. 


e Conviction to not settle with what the world considers normal; to be more 
trusting with whatever God has planned. 


Thirty-one participants wrote at least one benefit of the sermon series on their 
relationship with God, with most identifying several benefits. One participant simply 
said, “Yes a lot,” providing no further information and not really answering the question. 
Those participants that responded wrote how they had gained awareness of the purpose of 
their trials, blessings, history, relationship with God, and their personal experience with 
God. The participant benefits seem to support the hypothesis as most have become 
reacquainted with the importance of a personal relationship with God and as a result 
become more committed to their faith, ministry involvement, and each other. Their 
comments also support the relevance and impact of connecting with young adults through 
a targeted ministry experience that reacquaints them with their personal relationship with 


God as a means of committing them to ministry, faith, and each other. 


Fourth Week 


The fourth week was the final week of the weekly lecture presentations. The 


fourth lecture occurred on November 11, 2013 on Veteran’s day due to a schedule 
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conflict on the 12". This researcher had to meet with her peer group on Tuesday, 
November 12, 2013. Most of the participants agreed to come on the holiday and this 
researcher agreed to serve a holiday barbeque feast. Those persons who were not able to 
come were sent the handout on the two character vignettes representing the modern and 
post-modern era via email. The sermon was presented on November 10, 2013 at both 
morning services. The sermon was entitled, “The Making of A Believer,” taken from 
Mark 16: 9-11, characterizing the post resurrection encounter between Jesus and Mary 
Magdalene. The sermon highlighted three points, a personal relationship, a person 
seeking to serve, and a person who cannot keep silent. The spoken word emphasized the 
importance of commitment to Jesus and saying yes. The spoken word spotlighted the 
times when we want to be in control but the need is to be willing to become vulnerable 
with God and just say yes. 

The historical characters for the week were Reverend Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
representing the modern era and Reverend Dr. Gardner C. Taylor representing the post- 
modern era. Reverend Spurgeon and Reverend Taylor were both Baptist preachers and 
pastors. This researcher thought that it was important for the young adults at Heritage 
Christian Community Baptist Church to read about the personal encounters and life 
changing work of Baptist preachers who have impacted the history and development of 
the church. 

Thirty of the thirty-two participants that completed the post survey attended the 
session and turned in questionnaires. The participants were asked to answer the following 


eight questions. 
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1. What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your life? 
2. How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 
3. What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 


4. How did Jesus encounter with Mary Magdalene differ from that of Jacob, Saul 
of Tarsus and the woman at the well? 


5. Can you recall a time when you did not believe in God after knowing him like 
Dr. Taylor, if yes, what prompted your change in belief? 


6. How does your coming to know Jesus similar to that of Spurgeon? 
7. What makes a sermon powerful? 


8. How does the current African American Church provide a social outlet for 
young adults? 


The responses to Question number one are listed below. 


i What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your 
life ? 


e Take the path that is right for you. Serve. Becoming a believer is a process. 
e Take the path that is purposed for you; not anyone else. 


e Knowing your purpose in life and following it. Your trials bring you closer to 
God. 


e Becoming a believer is a process. 


e Take the path that’s purposed for you. What has God purposed for you? 
Listen to Him. You never stop building a relationship with Him. 


e The importance of using your gift to serve 

e Take the path that is best for you by God. Use your gift that’s for you. 

e Believe when you don’t see. Walk the path God has for you. 

e Don’t let no one take you out of character. Becoming a believer is a process. 


e Serve, relationship is a lifetime, cannot keep silent about what God has done 
for me. 
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Serving and following your purpose. Becoming a believer is a process. Go 
your own way and follow your own path. Tap into your power when sin is 
calling your name. 


The purpose of serving God within the church and outside. Also, see a 
relationship with God through good and bad times. 


Take the path that has been purposed for you. Serving (using my gifts). 
Relationship with Jesus is a lifetime. 


Take the path that has been purposed for you. Work within your gift. You 
were given that gift for God. Never stop building my relationship with God. 


Building a relationship with God and making it last but getting closer to God. 
Letting others know what God has done for you. 


Your relationship with the Lord is a two-way relationship. You must get to 
know Him. 


Use your gifts to uplift the church if not you’re wasting it. 
Take the path that is purposed for you. Serve in the name of God. 


Go your way there is an ordained purposed for my life that is tailored for my 
abilities. 


Take the path that is purposed for you. Becoming a believer is a process. 


Serving is important - instead of standing and waiting for your encounter with 
God is working while waiting. 


A relationship is a lifetime. I continue to build my relationship with God. 
Doing your purpose in serving God. “Go your way”. 


In order to be great, as Jesus said, you must serve; becoming a believer is a 
life process. 


Take the path that is purposed for you. without a personal encounter you are 
just a hearer. 


Walk the path of purpose for me. Serve. Tell your testimony, don’t keep 
silent, becoming a believer is a process. 


Serving can be one of the most significant experiences in leading or having a 
God encounter. I can serve more because it’s expected. 


He has the best purpose for me; serve; knowing God is a continual process 
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The participant response indicates that they know and understand the importance 
of a personal relationship with God and how a personal encounter requires a response of 
commitment and service. (86.6%) Twenty-five persons indicated that service, purpose, 
and or relationship were the life applications derived from the sermon. Those persons 
who refer to purpose indicate the purpose as either service or evangelism. The responses 
seem to support this researcher’s hypothesis, that recalling one’s personal encounter leads 
to commitment and becoming more involved in ministry, each other and or service (See 


Appendix K; Table 17). 


2 How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 


e Being committed and saying yes to God- Never question God. Believe His 
word. 


e Her vulnerability and truth being able to see her encounter 
e Being committed. 


e It added a sense of realness like a real life application, being able to commit to 
say “‘yes”. 


e Committing to Him through the troubles of your life. 


e It brought reality to my personal experiences. I know that I am not alone. Not 
to question my circumstances. 


e Saying “yes” to whatever God brings your way. Have faith and commit to the 
trouble that comes your way because God will see you through. 


e Open my eyes God need all of me not just the part I want to give. 
e Guilty of the things that we do and to just trust in God 
e Commitment, saying yes to God’s way. 


e Saying “yes” to what you’re asked to do. Being able to commit to troubles, 
knowing God is behind it. 
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Saying yes to God through the problems in my life and being able to say yes 
when God calls me to do more. 


Confirmation to me to let me know I am not alone. Those feelings are real and 
affect myself and my peers 


Stop questioning God, and know he is in control. Keep walking with God. 
Commitment!!! 


It made me think of my commitment to God and doing what God wants me to 
do. I realize that I can’t question anything that God is doing. 


Commitment to the Lord 
It made me think about commitment and joining a ministry. 
Saying yes to being committed to God. 


It complimented the preached word of God- a way of saying yes to what God 
has ordained for my life. 


Being committed. 


Was really blessed by the vulnerability and that yet when we stumble, God 
can help us thru. 


It was a true personal encounter, knowing that God has my back and always 
knows what’s best. 


Being committed and saying yes 
It reminded me to say “yes” to God’s will and plan for my life. 


Say yes to God thru the good and the bad...say yes to whatever he would have 
you to do...no matter where we are in our walk. 


Don’t give up! Say “yes to the Lord” no matter what the situation is, walk by 
faith and not by sight. Being committed to God. 


The spoken word spoke to my life because it shows that I am not defined by 
my past, but rather redeemed by God. 


It encouraged the effect of changing my thought process. 


The responses of the participants ranged from understanding the importance of 


saying yes to acknowledging one’s guilt and moving forward to a commitment to God. 
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The responses indicate an understanding that being in a relationship with God does not 
mean smooth sailing without storms or problems, but trusting God to see you through the 


problem. The participants were able to grasp the need to trust God in everything. 


3: What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 

e Walk by faith and not by sight. Serve and join a ministry. 

e To take God for His word and believing that He knows what’s best for me 
e Get in my word and continue speaking of His glory in my life. Get involved. 
e To be encouraged -To encourage myself and pray more 

e To join a ministry- To tell my story about my personal encounter 

e lam compelled to use my gift in the church not just at work or school. 

e To join the ministry and work more on me 

e Do more, grow more, step up as the leader God called me to be. 

e Wait on God. 

e Join a ministry, another ministry, serving. 

e To join a ministry or two...to tell my story...not keep it to myself. 

e Changing my lifestyle, becoming more involved in church. 

e Joining a ministry, using the gift God gave me to glorify His kingdom. 


e To continue to work on my relationship with God- to make it stronger and to 
get involved in a ministry at church 


e Jam compelled to let God have His way. I have to stop being selfish because 
He know God has bigger plans for me. 


e I’m compelled to be more committed to the Lord 
e Seriously consider joining a ministry. 
e Stay committed to my belief in God. 


e Accept what God is telling me regardless of what it looks like. 
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e Get more involved. Compelled to tell my story, to help more. 
e Try and really determine my purpose. 

e Trust God and get out of His way. Allow Him to take control. 
e Serve more in His house to demonstrate my love for Him. 


e Accept the heartaches/pains more than not - as those trials strengthen and 
prepare you for His divine plan. 


e Left Blank. 
e To join a ministry and serve 


e I’m compelled to do more than live better. I desire to do things but my 
motivation is stagnant. 


e Be resolved that change is about improving and that it will come- and to not 
stay silent. 


Fifty three percent (sixteen out of thirty) of the participants stated that they felt 
compelled to become more involved or to serve and or become active in a ministry. 
Approximately Twenty-seven percent (eight persons) stated that they were compelled to 
trust God, wait, or stay committed to God. These persons may be involved in ministry 


and are already active so they want to trust and maintain. The responses are anonymous 


so there is no way of knowing. This researcher is encouraged by the fact that of those that 
responded, (80%) felt compelled to do something besides being encouraged (See 


Appendix K; Table 18). 


4. How did Jesus encounter with Mary Magdalene differ from that of Jacob, 
Saul of Tarsus and the woman at the well? 


Question number four was designed as a discussion of the sermon to discover the 
participant’s ability to relate and retain sermon content week to week. Therefore this 


researcher will not summarize or list the answers here. 
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2. Can you recall a time when you did not believe in God after knowing him 
like Dr. Taylor, if yes, what prompted your change in belief? 


Question five was designed to allow application of the lecture content to the 
participant’s life. While the answers were valuable in the discussion, they are not related 
to the hypothesis. Therefore, a brief summary of the responses is listed to avoid 
information overload. Fifteen respondents (50%) said no out of the thirty participants that 
answered this question. Even though fifteen answered no, twelve of them gave examples 
of times when they felt like it, but did not. Ten persons (33.3%) answered yes. Those 
answering yes listed; embarrassment, grief over a lost loved one or material things, anger 
at God for failing to answer a prayer or personal failure as reasons for not believing. But 
all of the respondents provided an explanation of how God proved himself or how they 
received affirmation of his existence in their life. Four persons (13.3%) left this question 


blank. 


6. How does your coming to know Jesus similar to that of Spurgeon? 


Question number six was also designed to allow personal application of the 
lecture and to promote discussion but is not as valuable to the outcome of this study. 
While the question is interesting as is their responses, it does not address the impact of 
knowing him and what the participants are compelled to do as a result. Question six does 
not elicit an attitudinal or knowledge change as a result of the lecture, but to promote 
conversation and stimulate thought. Interestingly pain was the key word used to describe 
their comparison with Charles Haddon Spurgeon. The other key word or phrase was “he 


spoke to me.” Two persons left this question blank. 
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7 What makes a sermon powerful? 

Question seven was strictly an “in house question” to illicit general feedback on 
the participant’s perception of a powerful sermon. There was a great deal of discussion 
during the focus group and the written responses were equally interesting. Their 
responses ranged from, being relatable to making a beeline for the cross. The common 


theme expressed among the participants was when a sermon could be understood. 


8. How does the current African American Church provide a social outlet for 
young adults ? 


Question number eight was included to check the participants perception of the 
African American church since that is our context for this study and to discover their 
thoughts and feelings. Ten persons (33.3%) left the answer to this question blank. The 
common themes were; four persons identified social media such as twitter, Facebook, and 
sermon streaming (13.3%). Two persons identified ministry outings (6.6%) and Nine 
persons (30%) answered none or very little. The participants clearly felt that the African 
American Church does not design programs, ministries, or events with them in mind. One 
participant stated that the church provides programs for persons between three and 
eighteen and after that, “you are on your own.” The participant reaction to this question 
led this researcher to establish a viable young adult ministry following the completion of 
the four-week sessions to assure that young adults at Heritage were given opportunities to 
connect with the church, their pastor and each other. The focus group became the young 
adult ministry after the initial four weeks and we met once monthly for six months so that 
this researcher might observe their continued involvement in church and the young adult 


ministry. 
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Part Two 


Analysis of Pre and Post Survey 


Thirty-two participants completed both the pre and post survey. Forty-two 
persons initially completed the pre survey but only thirty completed the post survey. 
There were twenty-six items on the pre-test and twenty-eight items on the posttest. The 
two additional items on the pretest were specifically generated to allow feedback on the 
project and to assess attitudinal change. The first seven questions are demographic data 
and are contained in the section entitled participants. This information has already been 
presented and analyzed in the previous section. For the purposes of this analysis 
demographic data will only be used to identify trends relative to age, gender or education 
as deemed appropriate. 

Question ten, seventeen and nineteen were considered by this researcher as “in 
house questions,” information gathered specifically about the context for the benefit of 
the pastor and church but not specifically the study. However the findings were 
significant enough to report. 

The persons who took the post-test had also taken a pre-test. Even though this is 
not a matched sample, the participants can be matched by their computer and or email 
addresses. The overall changes in attitudes or behavior from the pre-test to the post-test 
can be accurately measured within the confines of this project. For the purpose of this 
analysis, this researcher is looking for trends and general themes, as this is a qualitative 
study based on descriptive statistics instead of a quantitative study based on inferential 


statistics. 
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Let’s look at the pre and post results, question by question, beginning with 
question eight. 


8) How likely are you to attend Heritage on a weekly basis? 


On the pretest, nineteen respondents chose extremely likely and on the post 
survey there was no change in the number of persons checking the same choice. The 
second choice was “quite likely” and that answer choice increased by one participant. Six 
persons chose that answer on the pre test but seven chose it on the post survey. The 
number did not increase with the choice “moderately likely.” There were six persons who 
chose that response on both the pre and post-test. Those persons who were extremely 
likely, which was the majority (59%) were still extremely likely. The greatest change was 
in the movement upwards of the slightly likely. In the pre test there were two persons that 
selected that choice. No one chose slightly likely on the posttest. Those that were slightly 
likely on the pretest had chosen to go upwards to moderate or quite likely (See Appendix 


K; Table 19). 


9) How much of an impact do you think recalling your personal encounter with 
God will have on your involvement in ministry and attendance ? 


There was no significant change in responses to question nine. There was little 
movement in participant responses on this question. There were fourteen persons who 
selected “a great deal of impact” on the pretest and the same number chose the same 
selection on the posttest. Twelve persons selected a lot of impact on both the pretest and 
post-test, resulting in no change. Five persons had selected a moderately amount of 
impact and six persons selected a moderately amount on the post- test. The only 
movement was the one person who had checked a little impact moved to a moderately 


amount of impact, resulting in a change of one person and a difference in a negative 
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3.13%. This question did not support or refute the hypothesis, as there was little to no 
change in the opinion of the participants. The opinion concerning the impact of their 
personal encounter did not change as a result of the discussions or information shared 
(See Appendix K; Table 21). 

Question number 10 was an in house question related to the assessment of the 
sermon and Bible study. But the number of participants that chose the highest rating 
increased by three and the second highest rating increased by two persons with no one 


selecting lower than the second highest rating. 


tf. How would you describe your current relationship with God? 

Most participants reported a close relationship with God that could be better on 
the pretest. On the post test more of the participants reported being close and wanting to 
draw closer but felt like it was progressing. The posttest responses included the word 
“distant” where before the “distant” was not noted. There were also a number of persons 
who talked about a desire or hunger for greater closeness with God on the posttest and an 
increase or being more involved with their relationship with God. This question supports 
the hypothesis in that the participants reported an awareness of the nature of their 
relationship with God and identified certain spiritual markers, such as reading, praying 
and testifying or sharing their story. On the pretest they reported a closeness but without 


the spiritual markers (See Appendix K; Table 22 & 23). 


LD What has had the greatest impact on your spiritual development so far? 
There does not seem to be any remarkable difference in the pre and post responses 
of the participants. The participants were able to articulate what specific thing or 


individual had the greatest impact on their spiritual development on both surveys. 
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Therefore this question does not support or refute the hypothesis (See Appendix K; Table 
24 & 25). 

13. How motivated are you to attend weekly services at Heritage on a regular 

basis? 

The participants that were only slightly motivated reported either being somewhat 
motivated or higher. No one reported being slightly motivated and none reported that 
they were not motivated at all. There was an increase in the numbers for quite motivated 
to extremely motivated with the highest improvement noted in the extremely motivated 
rating. This question supports the hypothesis in that more participants were motivated to 


attend weekly services after the project than before (See Appendix K; Table 26). 


14. How clearly do you understand the importance of your personal relationship 
with God? 


Thirty out of thirty-two participants either clearly or extremely clearly understood 
their relationship with God after the project as opposed to twenty-seven before the 
project. Three persons reported that they understood their relationship moderately clearly 
on the pretest and only two persons reported moderate clarity after the post-test. This 
question supports the hypothesis as more persons have a clearer understanding of the 
importance of their personal relationship with God after the project thus saying that they 
are reacquainted with their personal relationship with God and can therefore recommit to 
church ministries and reconnect with involvement with those ministries and each other 


(See Appendix K; Table 27). 
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15. Please describe your relationship to God at this time? 

This question was mistakenly asked twice. The nature of the relationship with 
God was asked in question eleven and again here in question fifteen. Everyone except 
one participant responded to it and referred back to question number eleven. The 
attentiveness to the importance of the relationship is clearly seen when comparing the pre 
to posttest results. Each of these respondents reported a relationship on the pretest but 
after the project, their answers are more specific and anchored in something tangible like 
a child, testimony, or other significant life events that has impacted their relationship with 


God (See Appendix K; Tables 28 &29). 


16. In the past year, how often have you visited Heritage Bible study or Sunday 
school? 


This table shows a slight improvement of attendance since the implementation of 
the project, as those persons who reported attending weekly or more increased by two 
persons and those five persons who reported attending weekly almost never decreased to 
one person. The project began in one year and ended in the same year with very little 
time to show improvement within a year. The wording of this question was faulty. This 
researcher should have recognized the limited timeline of the project and written the 
timeline in smaller increments, such as in the past three months (See Appendix K; Table 
30). 

17. How has the young adult project impacted your life? 

Five persons reported little to no impact on their life while twenty-seven persons 

reported a moderate to great deal. This question does not directly support or refute the 


hypothesis, as it does not relate to the identification of a relationship with God or 
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involvement in ministry. It is an indicator of perceived benefit. Most (19) persons 


reported a lot to a great deal of impact (See Appendix K; Table 31). 


18. How satisfied are you with Heritage as a place of worship and ministry? 

The satisfaction level of the participants for Heritage as a place of worship and 
ministry increased following the project. Those who reported slight satisfaction improved 
from two persons to only one person who was slightly satisfied. The two persons that had 
reported a neutral stance had gone from two to just one. No one reported any 


dissatisfaction (See Appendix K; Table 32). 


19. How much has your participation at Heritage improved your spiritual 
growth? 


More participants reported a greater impact on their spiritual growth following the 
project. The rating choice of “A Great deal” increased by nine persons. Only one person 


versus five reported only being impacted a little (See Appendix K; Table 33). 


20. How likely are you to participate in ministry? 

There was an increase in likelihood of participation in ministry following the 
project, which supports the hypothesis. No one reported “not at all likely” to become 
involved on the post-test and five additional persons were extremely likely to participate 


(See Appendix K; Table 34). 


21. How likely are you to get involved in bible study or Sunday school? 
There was an increase in likelihood of involvement in bible study and Sunday 
school following the implementation of the project according to the post survey. There 


was a (13.71%) increase in the extreme likely choice with an increase in every likelihood 
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and no one choosing not at all likely. This question supports the hypothesis that a re- 
acquaintance with their personal encounter would have an impact on their involvement in 


ministry involvement (See Appendix K; Table 35). 


22. How much do negative experiences at church prevent you from becoming 
involved with your current church? 


The participants seem to be more affected by negative experiences in the church, 
which prevent their involvement after the project than before. Thirteen persons reported 
not at all affected on the pretest while only twelve reported that rating on the post. Eight 
persons reported “a little bit” on the pretest while fourteen reported a little bit on the 
posttest. The selection of the most affected choices decreased. The explanation of a 
greater impact may be due to the greater involvement by the participants. As they have 
become involved, they may have run into more negative experiences and realize that 


negative experiences does affect their attendance (See Appendix K; Table 36). 


23. How likely are you to attend Heritage on a weekly basis? 

There was a slight increase, yet one person decreased the extremely likely rating. 
One explanation is the graduation of one of our college seniors that does not know if he 
or she will be continuing at Heritage post graduation. Only two persons out of thirty-two 
as opposed to four on the pretest reported being only slightly likely to attend weekly. 
Twenty-one persons out of thirty-two reported initially that they were extremely likely to 
attend heritage weekly so only a slight change is noted in the end (See Appendix K; 


Table 37). 
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24. How open is Heritage to adapting services to reach Young adults? 

There was a marked difference in the responses to the openness of Heritage 
church to adapting services to young adults. Eleven additional persons identified Heritage 
as being very open with a decrease in the moderately open from ten persons to two 
persons. The “slightly open” rating decreased from six persons to two who viewed the 
church as slightly open. One person continued to see the church as not open at all (See 
Appendix K; T9able 38). 

25. To what extent has the preaching or teaching at Heritage impacted your 

desire to get involved in ministry? 

Twenty-two persons reported that the preaching and teaching had impacted their 
ministry involvement a tremendous amount or quite a bit, with fourteen stating “a 
tremendous amount. Five additional persons reported that the preaching and teaching had 
a tremendous amount of impact on their involvement in ministry. Nine participants said 
that the preaching and teaching had “somewhat impacted” or that they were “ a little bit” 
impacted. Only one person reported that the preaching and teaching had no impact (See 


Appendix K; Table 39). 


26. Do you recall your personal encounter with God? 


Three of the four participants that reported no recall of their personal encounter with 
God on the pretest were able to recall it after the project. Only one person continued to 
report no recall. The responses to question number twenty-seven are listed below in table 


forty-one (See Appendix K; Table 40). 
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27. How did your personal encounter with God impact your life? 

Twenty-eight persons reported that their personal encounter with God had an 
extreme to great impact on them spiritually. Four persons reported slight to minimal 
impact and no one reported “no impact” as had been reported by two persons on the 
pretest (See Appendix K; Table 41). 

The responses to the final question on the post-test are listed in table forty-two 
below. The responses were to an open ended inquiry and the answers were too varied to 
summarize in key words. 

I. What was the most significant gain for you as a participant in this project? 

Thirty, out of thirty-two participants were able to articulate a gain from the project 
that impacted their life spiritually or personally. Two persons reported not deriving much 
of a benefit due to work or non-participation as they had agreed. This researcher allowed 
three persons to participate off-site with only feedback and interaction with me either 
direct contact or via email and or telephone. Without a doubt the knowledge base is not 
as beneficial as the discussion and interaction with other young adults (See Appendix K; 


Table 42). 


OUTCOME 


Throughout the data analysis this researcher has cited the impact of the project 
based on the sermons, focus group and the surveys. There are four basic outcomes of the 


project. 


1) A recall of what a personal encounter with God means and how it impacts 
one’s life. Thirty one out of thirty-two participants connected with their 
personal encounter with God and could draw a relationship between it and 
their responsibility or accountability to serve. 
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2) A group of young people who have relationships with others their age and 
stage of life development. Through the four weekly sessions and the sharing 
of food and warm-up exercisers, the young adults got to know each other. 
They looked forward to coming to the next meeting. They readily gave up 
their cell phone numbers and email addresses to each other. The participants 
created a “group me” listing to maintain contact with each other on a daily 
basis. 

3) Arecommitment to attendance and church ministry by the participants. This 
group was different in that twenty participants reported being involved before 
the project began and were extremely likely to show up weekly to the church. 
Therefore it left only twelve persons to convince to do likewise. Twelve 
people did not commit to coming weekly but everyone committed to some 
form of “likely.” Those persons who were already active decided to take on 
additional roles in the church. Two of the members of the group have 
consented to become deacon candidates, one male and one female. Another 
member of the group has acknowledged a call to ministry and another to 
mission work. 


4) A vital young adult ministry for the Heritage Church 

The Heritage Christian Community Baptist church did not have a Young adult 
ministry. At the initial onset of the research of the context, there were approximately 174 
persons between the ages of nineteen and thirty-five years out of an entire congregation 
of 582. Almost one third of the church was a member of this age group. As a result of the 
group participants meeting weekly for four weeks straight and then once monthly for four 
months, a young adult ministry is officially established and they have given themselves a 
name. The name of the group is CHAMPS. CHAMPS is an acronym that stands for 
Chosen Heir’s achieving the Master’s Purpose. In addition to the young adult ministry, a 
young adult Sunday school has also been established and taught by a young adult 
minister (31) who is completing her doctorate in literature. It is a joy to observe the 
fellowship and friendship and the level of accountability to which they hold each other. 
They use “group me” to stay in constant contact with each other and to encourage one 


another throughout the day. 
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Consider the following exit interview statements from group members. For sake 


of brevity only a few have been chosen, but they were all wonderful. The group members 


were asked the following questions: 


a 


. What has the group done for you? (On a Scale of 1- 10 with 1 being the least 


and 10 being the highest) 


What would you recommend that churches do for their young adults in order 
to make it a place of inclusiveness? 


How did the entire project affect our church? 


4. How has your attendance and participation in church changed or increased? 


Here are just six examples of their responses. 


1. 


What has the group done for you? 


I -would rate it at an 8 - It's fresh and still has room for growth! The 
C.H.A.M.P.S ministry has empowered me! It has provided me with true 
siblings that genuinely love and support me. It has allowed me to fellowship 
with individuals that are youthful, excited, and motivated to share fresh ideas. 


9- A little overwhelming at first but love the relationship building that is 
taking place. 


8- Even though there's a big age difference between myself and some of the 
CHAMPS, I find myself being surrounded by educated, goal oriented 
individuals that are not afraid to be Christians in front of the world. That's a 
rare commodity when many young adults have little time for anything other 
than drinking, clubbing, smoking and any other ing they feel bold enough to 
try. 


10 - because it forced me to get outside of my comfort zone and fellowship 
with my cohort. 


I would have to give it a 7. I thought the personal experiences and the biblical 
stories we talked about to become closer to God and to build a relationship 
with Him was powerful. I do wish there was a young married couples ministry 
though where I could relate to people at a similar point in their life as me. 
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e For me, the group has opened up my eyes to so many other young adults that 
are in the church and hungry for God and a greater relationship. So many of us 
struggle with similar issues that would have never surfaced, or became 
known, if it hadn’t been for the development of the C.H.A.M.P.S Ministry. 
The group has allowed me to come closer to the young adults that I was 
already building a relationship with, as well as bringing forth new people to 
learn about and build relationships with. My rating would be 8. I feel like the 
group has helped me become more active in the church and more outgoing 
with others, thus making more friendships. 


e The group has been a 10 for me. I never really involved myself in church 
before this ministry. No one knew me and I didn’t allow myself to leave my 
comfortable zone in order for others to get to know me. I only came to church 
on Sundays and I was not involved in any ministries. It wasn’t until I joined 
this ministry, I realized just how much I missed out on over the last three 
years. I know have friends outside of USF that I can actually call friends. I 
have a church family. We hang out outside of church on numerous occasions. 
I feel comfortable and open to speak with the members of the ministry about 
anything. I have grown to love and care for each of them dearly. This ministry 
has changed my life for the better. They pushed me to be a better person and 
follower of God. I became more active in church. I am now part of the 
women’s ministry, I plan to attend bible study more, and I find myself 
wanting to help more whenever help is needed such as helping prep food the 
day before the picnic. 


This brief synopsis of responses to question number one by four females and two 
males give the readers a chance to see the profound effect of taking the time to give to 
young adults who have been reared in church, mostly in the background and do not know 


how to reach the forefront unless they are summoned. 


CHAPTER SIX 


REFLECTION, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 


This chapter will present the projects, reflections on the project hypothesis and 
field experience and the inferences from the observations and data collected. The 
summary of this chapter will include regrets, recommendations, and a restatement of the 


project hypothesis based on lessons learned. 
The Research Project goal and Hypothesis 


The topic for the project is; Prophetic “Preaching to Young Adults to Re-establish 
a Personal Relationship with Jesus Christ: The Three R’s, Re-acquaintance, Reconnection 
and Re-commitment.” The Research goal for this project is to initiate an understanding of 
the importance of a personal relationship with God through a personal encounter and the 
effect on ministry involvement, church attendance, and faith commitment for those 
persons aged nineteen to thirty-five. The working hypothesis for this project is; “If Young 
adults were reacquainted with their personal encounter with God and re-connected to the 
importance of their personal relationship with God, they would develop a recommitment 
to the church and each other as evidenced by ministry involvement and church 
attendance.” 

Though this was a qualitative study, the triangulation method allowed for a vast 
amount of data. The data collected affirmed that participants were grasping the meaning 


and relevance of a personal God encounter and had become more engaged in church 
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ministry and each other. The project allowed this researcher to apply key information 
gained from the research as indicated in the following recaps. 
Rainer and Rainer wrote in their book, Essential Church, “By age twenty-one, 


most dropouts are basically gone.” 


There is evidence that the dropout begins before the 
youth goes away. Most youth still live with their parents and follow the rules and 
traditions of their parents. But once they go away to college, youth can make their own 
choices and decisions about their activities and organizations to which they will join. 

Most of the participants in this project listed their parents as having the greatest 
impact upon their spiritual development. In fact, they said it was their parents who chose 
their denomination and thus their beliefs, and these Heritage young adults decided to hold 
fast to their beliefs during college and after. 

The Heritage group was different from the start as many of the participants were 
already active in the church (20). Therefore, this project should be tried with persons who 
are not involved in the church using a social setting to get them to participate. The use of 
the spoken word was captivating and a medium such as that might be used to draw those 
in who would not be swayed by a regular sermon. It is realized that the participants came 
because the presenter was their pastor. The group looked forward to having their own 
face time with their pastor. It would be recommended that other pastor’s implement the 
program because people will come because the pastor call’s and they will stay because it 
is relevant and meeting a need. 

Note was taken of the importance of narratives versus the metanarratives in the 


design of this project and it seemed to have paid off. Dyck says that while metanarratives 





'Thom Rainer; Sam Rainer III, Essential Church: Reclaiming a generation of Dropouts, 
(Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2008), 15. 
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are suspect, personal narratives are seen as sacred and held in reverence, so tell your 
story. Dyck invites us to follow Jesus. He told stories and invited persons to serve with 
him, gained their trust and they followed his leadership. If we are to reclaim the youth 
and young adults of this postmodern age, we must show them Jesus, not bellow out the 
sermons or stand in classrooms projecting pictures of the past; we must make Jesus Christ 
relevant and real through experiences.” Tim Elmore also recommended the use of 
individual stories of conversion experiences and how they might be useful in his book 
entitled 1Y generation; our last chance to save their future.* 

This project employed personal narratives during the Sunday sermons and the 
focus groups. The stories were about everyday people who impacted a world for 
Christianity. The information was well received by the group and remembered as 
indicated by the successful completion of the weekly questionnaires and post survey 
responses. The respondents were able to learn and apply the narratives to their personal 
lives as Christians. 

Most (30) of the project participants had some college and were living 
independently of their parents. This may have an impact on future duplication. This 
group was interested in learning church history as they were used to being students and 
had a desire to learn. Some other groups may not be interested in the history of 
Constantine or Ignatius and in fact find them boring. The idea is to use something that 
makes their time in the group worthwhile. The future researcher could use more recent 


individuals such as Mary McLeod Bethune or T. D. Jakes. 


*Ibid., 34-40. 


>Tim Elmore, Generation iY: Our Last Chance to Save their Future (Atlanta, GA: Poet Gardner 
Publishing, 2010), 19. 
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This project employed technology. According to the research, the Millennials, 
Generation ‘Xers and IY are tech savvy. According to Tim Elmore in his book entitled 
Generation IY: Our last chance to save their future, lives of young persons born after 
1990-2002, are governed by IPhone, [Pad, IPods and other technological advances of this 
day. They will text instead of talk. They stream services, watch YouTube videos to learn 
techniques and strategies and purchase their music through I tunes. Therefore this project 
included technology in the Sunday worship as a precursor to the sermon and the rating of 
the sermon and bible study teaching relevant to spiritual growth increased according to 
the surveys. The technology used was an enhancement and it grabbed the attention of the 
people, young and old. The sermons were delivered to the entire congregation and instead 
of delivering an introduction as had been previously done, the video presented the 
introduction along with real life individuals telling their story about their personal 
encounter with God. The brief video was developed to run no longer than five minutes. 

The greatest frustration was the amount of data that had to be analyzed. The 
weekly questionnaires contained four to eight questions weekly and the pretest and post- 
test contained twenty six to twenty eight questions. This researcher would keep it simple. 
Future researchers should streamline the actual surveys to questions about the 
effectiveness of the sermon on their recall of their personal encounter. It is recommended 
that the pretest and posttest be streamlined to no more than fifteen questions and to 
consider questions in the following categories; demographics to include in what type of 
family they were raised. Another category should relate to their current level of 
participation in the church, for instance the number of ministries they are in and 


specifically those ministries they would like to be a part of if they felt they were open to 
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them. The other category should question their understanding of a personal encounter and 
how they think it impacts a person’s life. The final category should be the impact of the 
project on their future involvement in ministries and with each other. 

There was joy in getting to know the young adults of the Heritage Christian 
Community Baptist Church. For a total of six months consisting of four straight weeks of 
face-to-face contacts and a monthly contact thereafter, this pastor joined with the young 
adults in relating the word to their personal lives. After the initial four weeks, the topics 
varied from human sexuality, specifically premarital sex, dating guidelines, temptations, 
relationships and masturbation. Many of these young people were known to me as 
attenders of worship, but knowing their hopes, desires to live for Jesus and also maintain 
a social life was my joy. There was no difficulty connecting with the participants even 
though our ages are very distant. The openness of the topics created an atmosphere of 
sharing and of safety and accountability for confidentiality. As a result of the group, 
Chosen Heirs Achieving the Master’s Purpose, (CHAMPS) was born. These young men 
and women stepped up and led the church in prayer during our twenty-one day Daniel’s 
fast. They came in significant numbers to the early 6:00 A.M. prayer service. These 
young people participated as leaders during the anniversary and as those persons 
responsible for the welcome and occasion. They encourage each other and they hold each 
other accountable. It is a pleasure to watch them together. They go to dinner and lunch 
together. They have movie nights and sleepovers for all who are interested and they 
mentor new young adults who join our church. It has quickly become one of the strongest 


ministries in our church. As a result those persons who are just outside of being 
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considered a young adult but not old enough to be considered a senior or seasoned want 
their face time with me. 

The lesson learned is; young adults want to be noticed by the elder leaders and 
included. The common theme was the feeling of not being heard by the elder persons of 
the church or not having a voice or a time to speak. Until they were empowered as a 
group, they felt isolated and without a right to speak. As a group, they know they have 
solidarity and are willing to risk speaking up and will risk getting involved. 

Another lesson learned was the importance of cross mentoring. The young adults 
hung out with their pastor and discovered that the over fifty’s crowd is not so bad. They 
want a relationship with their elders to prove that they can be useful and play a 
meaningful role in the life and leadership of the church. 

Young adults have the time and energy to take the church to the next level. They 
are an untapped resource. These young people maintain the electronic social media and 
they are willing to do whatever is asked. 

There was nothing really magical about the project, just the time. Consider these 
responses to this question: How did the entire project affect our church? Wow! It allowed 
relationships to form that would have never crossed paths. Many people that I speak with 
today and make plans with I would have previously smiled and hugged during fellowship 
time and parted ways. But now, we speak. We care about what's going on with one 
another. We encourage each other. If someone is missing in action, we check up on them. 
We are accountable for each other. We are a determined group of individuals and our 
drive and enthusiasm may inspire new people, as well as, aged individuals to want to do 


more and be more involved. 


180 


e From a male member, he writes: Awareness! It allowed members, old and 
young, to see the fruits and outcomes of the project through the members that 
walk the floors of the church on a daily and their testimonies that possibly 
would not have been heard of, if the opportunity didn’t present itself for the 
members to even share their stories. That brought forth a bond that allowed 
members to relate to one another. 


e The group made us come together as a family and unite with people our age 


e The group is strengthening and building bonds between the young adults in 
our church. 


e It allowed us to strengthen our core. It created a group that allows for lasting 
relationships. We are a group of people who are still finding our way in life 
and being surrounded by like-minded individuals- It allows us to develop 
strong bonds to help motivate us on our Christian walk. 


e Prior to attending the young adult's ministry, I knew that I wanted to be more 
involved in church, further my knowledge in the word and dedicate myself 
more to serving The Lord in every facet of my life. With the ministry, I've 
developed a greater sense of belonging. It sparked my interest to be more 
involved in the church. In addition, through the ministry, I have been led to 
read the word more and utilize it on a daily basis. Most importantly, it has 
truly caused me to do a complete self-assessment. From meeting and reading 
the word, I made a few major life decisions in my life based upon my primary 
learning from the ministry meetings and of course from listening to God. The 
ministry has overall blessed my life! I'm so grateful to have been a part of all 
of the sessions and for all of the amazing people that were bought into my life. 


What does all this mean? Regarding this project, it means success. The young 
adults do desire relationships. They may be tech savvy, but for sure they need the 
ministry more than anyone else previously. Most of their socialization is done over a 
device and rarely face to face. This project allowed for face-to-face social interaction. 
Yes, they still use the social media, but now they know the person they are talking with. 
The quantitative data may not be overwhelmingly meaningful but it does show that the 


project had a profound effect on the participants. 
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Conclusion 


The postmodern generation may be the generation of my way or the highway, but 
the one thing that joins people of all races, ages, and socio-economic status is Jesus. Jesus 
is the mitigating factor between the various generations. The one thing that was 
consistent in this project was the importance of a personal encounter. If someone does not 
have a personal relationship with God, they cannot really know the meaning of a real 
relationship. When we discover Jesus as the core of who we are, we discover our 
obligation to the one, whose great love saved us, constrains us, compels us, and 
convinces us that love is the greatest power on earth. When we are bound to that love, we 
are bound to those whom he loves and his church. Be guilty of teaching Jesus and Him 
crucified. We must be guilty of loving without restraint, forgiving without regret and 
repenting with remorse. It is knowing that Jesus will help them to make the decision to 


leave or to stay. 


APPENDIX A 


A GOD ENCOUNTER WITH CONSTANTINE 
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A God Encounter With Constantine the Great 
Week One 


HCCBC Young Adult Project 
Rev. Delores J. Cain 


October 22, or 23, 2013 


From the apostolic age to the present, God has made contact with humankind 
through personal encounters that call men and women to conversion and commitment. 
Shortly after the birth of Christianity following the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, 
the members of the Christian faith suffered great persecution. The persecution of 
Christians dated back to the days of the apostles and ended with the conversion of 
Constantine the Great. Constantine was a roman Emperor who had a personal encounter 
with God through a dream before he was to go into a battle. According to one account, in 
a dream before the battle Constantine saw a vision of a monogram composed of the first 
two Greek letters of the name of “Christ.” The next day he had his soldiers inscribe that 
monogram on their shields. Another story says that while marching one day he and his 
army saw the image of a cross appear before the sun with the words, “In this sign 
conquer.” 

In 313 Constantine issued the edict of Milan, which gave the same rights to 
Christianity as other Greek religions and ended the persecution of Christians. Constantine 
did not make Christianity the official religion of the empire but his policies promoted 
tolerance and outlawed the stoning of Jews who had converted to Christianity by other 


Jews. Constantine’s new policy was to unite the Christian Church to the secular State. As 





‘c, Hicks, "Constantine the Great" in Who's Who in Christian History, ed. J. D. Douglas and 
Philip W. Comfort (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1992), 172-73. 
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the result of Constantine’s policies the persecution of Christians was ended and the 
blending of the church and state was created. Therefore, he became involved with the 
affairs of the church before he was fully converted or baptized. Constantine later 
converted to Christianity while still practicing paganism.” 

After the conversion of Constantine, things changed. Now it was possible to 
invoke the authority of the state to settle a theological question.? Constantine was called 
upon to bring agreement within the church. Due to Constantine’s influence, 
disagreements were quickly resolved without long debates, but at the cost of a church and 
state union that could also taint the practice and polity of the church. 

Constantine was supportive of Christianity and one of his most influential 
decisions was the passage of laws restoring persons and property. He also renovated and 
rebuilt churches and demanded that the clergy be respected and protected from public 
humiliation. Constantine encouraged Christianity as the “True religion.” 

One of the most crucial decisions Constantine made was called the “Arian 
controversy” so named after the man that offered a differing opinion of Jesus Christ from 
that of the widely held belief at the time. Although the points debated were many, the 
main issue at stake was whether the Word of God was coeternal with God... Alexander 
argued that the Word was divine, and therefore could not be created, but rather was 


coeternal with the Father.’ Constantine called together the church leaders in what is now 
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called the council of Nicea to settle the Melitian and Arian issues and “to bring unity to 
the church and civic peace to the area.”* 

McGrath describes the aftermath of Constantine’s encounter thusly; “As a result 
of Constantine’s influence on the empire, constructive theological debate became a public 
affair. Apart from a brief period of uncertainty during the reign of Julian the Apostate 
(361-3), the church could now count upon the support of the state. Theology thus 
emerged from the hidden world of secret church meetings to become a matter of public 


”’ The church enjoyed freedom from 


interest and concern throughout the Roman Empire. 
persecution. But the issue facing the church was their ability to sustain the faith as they 
allowed Roman politicians to decide disagreements. 

Constantine’s encounter with God changed his life and an empire. His encounter 
with God was through a dream. That encounter caused Constantine to respond to the 


word, which ultimately brought safety to a people of faith and a relationship to the 


political structure that is still seen in the western world today. 
Life and times of young adults during the Ancient Era 


Puberty marked the age of adulthood, which for girls was age twelve and for 


boys, fourteen. However, these newly emancipated adults had what is called a curator to 
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advise them until they were twenty-five.® Consider the following excerpt from Gonzalez 
in the story of Christianity. 

‘“Macrina was twelve years old when her parents decided to make arrangements 
for her marriage, as was then customary. They settled on a young relative who was 
planning to become a lawyer, and Macrina acquiesced. Everything was ready when the 
groom died, quite unexpectedly. Thereafter, Macrina refused to accept any other suitor, 
and eventually vowed herself to celibacy and to a life of contemplation.” 

Macrina was the Sister of Basil and Gregory the great, She was considered a 
founder of monasticism for women. She was engaged to a man at the age of twelve. She 
was obligated to follow her parent wishes. Children grew up fast, if they survived at all, 
as there was an estimated fifty percent death rate among children in Rome. '° 

It would appear that Young adults during this era could choose their own religious 
beliefs, because of early emancipation and the hardness of the times, requiring that they 
worked. However, it was still a patriarchal time and men were in charge. Therefore 
women were subjugated to their father or husband. But, we might surmise from the study 


of the Roman Empire following the Council of Nicea, that the church and state were 


intertwined. And part of being a good citizen was to be a good Christian. 
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Focus Group Discussion Questions Week One 


1. How did the conversion encounter of Constantine affect the spread of 


Christianity? 


2. How can young adults impact the spread of Christianity through political means? 


3. How has your encounter with God impacted you and your relationship to the 


community or world at large? 


4. How might you assist this church in making a difference in this community to 


those who are vulnerable or persecuted? 


5. How would you consider the information you learned in this study? 


1. 


De 


Totally relevant 
Somewhat relevant 
Slightly relevant 
Very relevant 


Extremely relevant 
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A God Encounter with Augustine of Hippo 
Week Two 
HCCBC Young Adult Project 
Rev. Delores J. Cain 


October 29, or 30, 2013 


Augustine of Hippo became one of the most famous and influential minds’ of any 
Patristic writer of the western church. But, he wasn’t always a believer of the Christian 
faith. Augustine underwent a dramatic conversion experience in a garden in Milan. ; 
Augustine was born in a small African Town, named Thagaste. He was the son of a 
Pagan worshipping father and a Christian mother, named Monica.” Augustine studied 
Rhetoric. He chose rhetoric as a means of developing written and oratorical skills. The 
field of rhetoric was most often the chosen field for attorneys. It was a means of 
sharpening one’s ability to convince and elucidate a point. 

Augustine went to Carthage to teach and later he was offered a position as a 
professor in Rome. It was in Rome that Augustine began to reconnect with the church.° 
God was pursuing him. One year after arriving in Rome, Augustine moved to the city of 
Milan where he visited a cathedral where Ambrose the Bishop was the preacher. 

Augustine went through various mystical religions and philosophies before his 


conversion. One of the beliefs that he studied and practiced while searching for truth was 
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Neoplatonism. Neoplatonism was derived from Plato. It was based on the belief that the 
goal of humankind was “reabsorption into the divine essence. Reabsorption was 
accomplished through various processes including meditation, contemplation, and other 
mystical disciplines. Salvation was purely spiritual with no Jesus, no cross, and no 
atonement.’ Augustine was searching for truth and wherever there is a seeker, God will 
show up. 

Augustine like some youth and young adults today had difficulty handling his 
passions. He had a concubine with whom he had a son, but his mother did not want him 
to marry her. He would later abandon her and his son. Augustine struggled with his 
passions until he had his encounter with God. 

God encounters some in dreams, others in visions, some with pictures, some with 
sermons and others with announcements. The truth is, encounters are tailored for the 
individual. The time had come for Augustine to have his God encounter. The following is 
a report of what happened when God pursued and got Augustine’s attention. 

“One afternoon, he wrestled anxiously about such matters while walking in his 
garden. Suddenly he heard a child’s sing-song voice repeating, “Take up and read.” On 
a table lay a collection of Paul’s epistles he’d been reading; he picked it up and read the 
first thing he saw: “Not in reveling and drunkenness, not in lust and wantonness, not in 
quarrels and rivalries. Rather, arm yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, spend no more 


thought on nature and nature’s appetites” (Romans 13:13—14). He later wrote, “No 





‘James P. Eckman, Exploring Church History (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2002), 22. 


193 


further would I read; nor needed I: for instantly at the end of this sentence, by a light as 
it were of serenity infused into my heart, all the darkness of doubt vanished away.” 

After Conversion, Augustine was baptized and resigned a teaching post and left 
for Africa with his mother and friends with the intention of living in “monastic retreat.” © 
But, on their way to Africa, his mother died. 7 Monica had lived to see her son become a 
Christian. Her prayers and continued interest and connection with him helped him to 
become what God had ultimately called him to be. He responded to the call of God and 
became busy in the things of God. Everything that Augustine had gone through seemed 
to prepare him for the ultimate assignment as Bishop and church theologian. When he 
became actively engaged in God’s work, God’s power was given to him to become one 
of the most convincing and convicting preachers and writers of the western church. His 
preparation in Rhetoric provided mastery in delineating and explicating tough doctrines, 
such as salvation by grace. His teaching experience prepared him to thoroughly explain 
the relationship between God and Jesus Christ. 

Augustine’s writings form the basis of what many western churches teach and 
believe today. God called, he answered and took his assignment and accomplished the 


task given with the power, presence, and provisions of God. 
Life and times of youth and young adults during the Medieval Era 
Christianity had become the major religion of the Roman Empire by the end of 


the fourth century. The Roman Empire continued until 1453 when it was conquered by 
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invading Turks. The Roman Empire was a patriarchal society other than a few 
exceptions, one of them being Egypt. The patriarch or father of the household was given 
complete authority over all of his family including, wife, married sons, their wives and 
their children. The Laws of the empire (the law of the twelve tables) granted authority to 
the patriarch over foster children, wards, and children belonging to their servants and 
slaves. The patriarch was given power of life and death over children born to him at birth 
and specifically over slaves and their children. In fact, wives entered into their marital 
family under manus, which legally relinquished them from their natal family, referring to 
birth families after marriage. These women essentially became the daughters of their 
husbands. * 

We may conclude from this that young adults followed the religion of their 
Father. The wife had no legal right to choose her own religion either. Her husband had to 
approve it. The exception as noted was the African country of Egypt. This might explain 
why Augustine, also from an African country was a Pagan before conversion and why his 
mother Monica could be a Christian, married to a Pagan worshipper. 

Constantine had an encounter with God that engaged him in freeing God’s people 
from persecution. Augustine encountered God as a prepared vessel to be used by God in 
the same way as Paul was used in the New Testament and God would continue to enlist 


and engage. 
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Small Group Discussion Questions On Sunday Sermon And Augustine 


Week Two 


1. What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your life? 


2. How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 


3. What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 


4. Augustine had difficulties figuring out what he believed, what types of beliefs 


have you read, studied or practiced before settling on Christianity? 
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5. Augustine was a great theologian, but not a very good man and an even worse 


father. What does his abandonment of his family tell you about God? 


6. What advantages do you perceive young adults have in the Church? 


7. What are the disadvantages of being a young adult in church? 


8. How should an encounter with God impact involvement in the church or kingdom 


ministry? 
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A God Encounter with Ignatius of Loyola: HCCBC Young Adult Project 
Week Three 
Reverend Delores J. Cain 


November 5 or 6, 2013 


Renaissance-- 1350-1550 


Ignatius of Loyola encountered God in his pain and passed to the world a 
movement that would last until the present day. “Without seeing any vision, he 
understood and knew many things, as well spiritual things as things of the faith.’””’ This is 
the mantra of Ignatius following his encounter with God. 

Ignatius Loyola was born into a wealthy Spanish family and became a page to 
King Ferdinand. Loyola’s life was dramatically affected by the death of the king and the 
invasion of France. While defending his country and territory, Loyola was badly injured. 
Loyola had intended to make an impression on this life through a military career. But 
after being wounded during a battle, his dream of becoming a war hero ended. Ignatius 
underwent surgery for a leg wound that had been injured by a cannon ball. During the 
time of his recovery, he was given devotionals to read entitled “the life of Christ.” During 
confinement in the bed, Loyola read the devotionals and other spiritual materials and one 
night he had the following vision. me 

“Lying awake one night, he clearly saw the image of Our Lady with the Holy 


Child Jesus, and with that vision he received remarkable consolation for a long time, and 
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was left with such repugnance for his former life, and especially for things of the flesh, 
that it seemed like all the images that had been painted on his soul were erased.” 

Responding to the vision, Loyola abandoned his hopes for glory in the military 
and decided to work for God. “He envisioned companies of men-not knights but soldiers 
of Christ.” 

Loyola sought seclusion in a cave at a monastery. Following the path of Ascetics 
before him, Loyola attempted to mortify his mind and flesh through “flagellation and 
fasting. While there, he began contemplating what would soon be known as “spiritual 
exercises.” 

The Spiritual Exercises are a compilation of meditations, prayers, and 
contemplative practices developed by St. Ignatius Loyola to help people deepen their 
relationship with God. For centuries the Exercises were most commonly given as a “long 
retreat” of about 30 days in solitude and silence. - See more at: http://www. Ignatian 
spirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/#sthash.dcPFAilx.dpuf. These 
spiritual exercises would earn him fame as a priest and servant of God. But Loyola found 
no peace while there. After a year of prayerful reflection and mortification, he had 
ideations of suicide and thus decided to leave and go to Palestine.” 

The change seemed to refresh him. He left Palestine and returned to school 
resulting in an M. A. from the University of Paris. While at college, Loyola attracted 


criticism and followers. He had become very vocal in his teaching of chastity, poverty 





>Gonzalez, Justo L., Story of Christianity: Volume 2: The Reformation to the Present Day. (Harper 
Collins, Inc., Kindle Edition, 2010-07-25), Kindle Location 2322 - 2325. 


4Galli and Olsen, 131 Christians, 220. 


Ibid. 


201 


and pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The followers became the beginning of a movement and 
part of a reformation within the Catholic Church. Loyola confirmed his allegiance to the 
pope and in 1540 he and his followers became the “Society of Jesus by Paul II. Later this 
society would be known as the Jesuit. 

Loyola dedicated his life to completing the spiritual exercises and developing the 
newly organized group. He served as the leader of the group until his illness and eventual 
death. At the time of his death there was “approximately one thousand members in the 
society. This society soon set up orders in all of Europe, parts of china, Japan, the east 
indies, the Americas and Africa. They were expelled by countries and suppressed by a 
Pope, but they have survived and thrived until today © Some compare Loyola to Martin 
Luther as a reformer, but having one distinct difference. Ignatius chose to affirm his 
support for the Roman Catholic Church, while Luther resigned from it.’ 

The God encounter with Loyola affected nations. The Jesuits are known for their 
work in converting indigenous people to the Catholic faith. Everywhere they went they 


had power to make disciples. 
Life and times of Youth and Young Adults During the Renaissance 


The renaissance occurred during the medieval history, which is half the life of the 
Christian church. Therefore this era was purposely chosen to divide up the timeline. 
However children, youth and families had changed, especially out side of the empire. 

The protestant reformation had changed the landscape. Young adults had choices. 


Some chose to annul their prearranged marriages. Note the following account: Jn the 
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second decade of the sixteenth century, the Christian church experienced the first in a 
series of religious divisions along geographic lines. The Protestant and Catholic 
Reformations affected family life, and by extension children’s upbringing, in important 
ways. Protestants advanced new family models that overrode Catholic doctrine and 
canon law, models, which presumably would affect the character formation of children.® 

Due to disease, war, other natural or God ordained events and infanticide, the 
mortality rates for infants was high among all social classes. Only fifty percent of 
children born survived to adulthood. Children of the poor became the majority of the 
poor, calling for reinstitution of poor laws in England and solicitation of donations from 
the wealthy. For the wealthy, children’s lives were governed by their father. Patriarchy 
was still the order of the day. Fathers determined career choices and marital decisions. 
Gender bias prevailed throughout most of Europe among the wealthy. Unmarried 
daughters were sent to convents to conserve wealth by limiting dowries. And the 
common law and church law dictated first —born heir rights to males.” 

It would appear that youth and young adults were beginning to exert some control 
over their lives with the newly found freedom of worship based on protestant values 
instead of Catholic rules and laws. While no specific information is known about 
compulsory attendance and or participation in church by age group, it would seem that 
youth and young adults followed their parents. But, some were beginning to cut the 


control ties held in the past. 


Spaula Fass, Encyclopedia of Children and Childhood [electronic resource]: in history and 
society, edited by Paula Fass. (n.p.: New York: Macmillan Reference USA, 2004). University of South 
Florida Libraries Catalog, EBSCOhost (accessed November 16, 2012), 287-289. 


"Ibid. 


APPENDIX F 


WEEK THREE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 


203 


204 


Discussion Questions on Sunday Sermon and Ignatius of Loyola 


Week Three 


1. What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your life? 


2. How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 


3. What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 


4. How did Jesus encounter with the woman at the well differ from that of Jacob and 


Saul of Tarsus? 
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5. What types of Spiritual exercises still seem to exist in the church? 


6. How has your relationship with the church impacted your service in the 


community? 


7. What family patterns today impact young adult participation in church? 


8. How has this series impacted you and your relationship with God? 
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A God Encounter with Spurgeon and Gardner C. Taylor 
HCCBC Young Adult Project 
Rev. Delores J. Cain 


November 12 or 13, 2013 


Modern Era 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon lived from 1834-1892. He was a Baptist preacher. 
Though he grew up in the home of a congregational minister and was nourished in the 
word and writings of puritans, he chose to become a Baptist at the age of 15 after an 
encounter with God. He attributed this conversion to a sermon heard by “chance” — 
when a snowstorm blew him away from his destination into a Primitive Methodist chapel. 
The experience forced Spurgeon to re-evaluate his idea on, among other things, infant 
baptism. Within four months he was baptized and joined a Baptist church.! 

God empowers those whom he encounters to do what he has called them to do. 
Charles Spurgeon was called to preach. Notice the commentary concerning his skills. 

As word spread of his abilities, he was invited to preach throughout London and 
the nation. No chapel seemed large enough to hold those who wanted to hear the “the 
preaching sensation of London.” He preached to tens of thousands in London’s greatest 
halls—Exeter, Surry Gardens, Agricultural. In 1861 his congregation, which kept 
extending his call, moved to the new Metropolitan Tabernacle, which seated 5, 600.” 

Spurgeon received notice from the secular society as well as the saints. His 
sermons were published weekly in American and English newspapers. He did not always 
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receive rave reviews. Some thought he over did the preaching antics. But Spurgeon 
responded to the reports. Spurgeon replied, “I am perhaps vulgar, but it is not 
intentional, save that I must and will make people listen. My firm conviction is that we 
have had enough polite preachers.” 

Spurgeon was known for preaching the cross. Asked once to describe his 
preaching method, Charles H. Spurgeon said, “I take my text and make a bee-line to the 
cross” 

Few if any preachers in the history of the church have proclaimed the cross with 
such power and effectiveness as Spurgeon, the great British Baptist preacher of the 
nineteenth century. Even a century after his death, his sermons and other writings are 
still widely read and quoted - 

Spurgeon was a strong Calvinist. He had a controversy in 1864 with the 
Evangelical party of the C of E for remaining in a Church that taught Baptismal 
Regeneration, and also estranged considerable sections of his own community by rigid 
opposition to the more liberal methods of biblical exegesis. These differences led to a 
rupture with the Baptist Union in 1887. Among his works are The Saint and his Saviour 
(1857), Commenting and Commentaries (1876) and numerous volumes of sermons 
(translated into many languages).” 

Spurgeon’s encounter was not supernatural nor was it a vision. This encounter 


was simply God in pursuit of a useable vessel. Spurgeon unlike the others presented was 
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not avoiding God, he just wasn’t sure that he had found him. God pursues humankind for 
his use but a human response is necessary. Spurgeon had little formal education, He 
never received a college degree, but he was a gifted orator and expositor of the scripture. 
He became a scholar with an estimated 12, 000 volumes in his personal library. Spurgeon 


touched lives, salvation was made available, and many received the word and were saved. 


Life and Times of Young Adults during the Modern Era 


The USA modern period covers most of the history and time of the USA. The 
organized Black Baptist church congregation began in the late 1700’s with the 
establishment of the First African Baptist Church in Savannah Georgia. It was originally 
named the First Colored church until 1822.° 

The Black church from its’ inception became the lifeline of the Black community, 
as it was the one place that was controlled by Blacks. The Black church addressed the 
major issues of Blacks in America and became the voice of the people against slavery, 
Jim Crow, inadequate education, and civil rights.’ 

Without a doubt young adults were in the church. The church was the most 
significant institution in the community or society. The church came out of a struggle for 
freedom and justice. During the height of Jim crow, the church was the mechanism 
through which travel was made from city to city. The church provided the social stimuli 
and opportunities for youth who were restricted and restrained by racist laws. The church 


was the center for spiritual and social transformation. 
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Post-Modern Era 

One of the greatest preachers and theologians of this time is an African American 
Baptist preacher named Gardner C. Taylor. Dr. Taylor was born June 18, 1918 in 
Louisiana. His father was a Baptist minister. Unfortunately his father died when he was 
only 13 years old. Dr. Taylor’s upbringing included an aunt who held great disdain for 
the ministry. And despite being the only child of a Baptist preacher, Dr. Taylor was an 
agnostic with intentions of becoming an attorney. It was an encounter with God similar to 
that of Ignatius Loyola. It was through pain that he saw the reality of the existence of 
God. It was not until Dr. Taylor found himself the survivor of a serious auto accident in 
which two persons died, that he acknowledged a call from God. Dr. Taylor does not 
claim to have had any dreams or visions, but it was a personal encounter that changed his 
life. He changed his plans to go to law school and instead enrolled in Oberlin School of 
theology in 1937. While there, he met and married his wife and together they had one 
daughter. He preached at a Baptist church in Oberlin for 3 years while attending school. 
He became the pastor of the Concord Baptist Church of Christ in New York in 1948 and 
remained pastor until he retired in 1990. Dr. Taylor has many accomplishments to his 
credit. As pastor, he established a senior citizen’s residence, a school, and a million dollar 
endowment to invest in the Brooklyn community. Dr. Taylor is one of the founders and 
past presidents of the Progressive National Baptist Convention Inc. He has been a 
seminary instructor. He is a published author of several books and publications, a 


preacher, lecturer and community activist. His life has touched many.® 
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Dr. Taylor’s life is a testament to the fact that being raised in a godly, church 
going home, does not mean faith. But it is also a testament that when a child knows God, 


God can easily regain, reconnect, and reclaim him or her. 


Life and times of youth and young adults in Postmodern Era 


The definition of post modern differs form person to person. As you search the 
Internet, there is confusion about when the postmodern era began and what it means now, 
and for the future. The best definition is that of an African American pastor and professor 
by the name of James Noel. Noel begins with the idea that theology is based on context 
and location, therefore to define the theology; one must consider the context and their 
location. Noel says, “I am a Black postmodern person.”...“postmodern means that you 
respect the notion that every theology has a location, that every theology is limited by its 
location, that White Western folk don't have the answer, and that that perspective is no 
longer normative but merely one among multiple perspectives.” 

The postmodern church consists of multiple generations actively involved in the 
church. In early Black church history, older adults were in charge. The youth were 
relegated to special days and special programs. Unfortunately the church hasn’t changed 
enough. The offices of Deacon, trustee and ministries are still principally held by the over 
40. This may be due to the fact that the missing crowd is the 19-35 year olds. 


According to David Kinnaman “ The dropout problem is, at its core, a faith- 


development problem; to use religious language, it’s a disciple-making problem. The 
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church is not adequately preparing the next generation to follow Christ faithfully in a 
rapidly changing culture.” 
He acknowledges that while teenagers are some of the most actively involved, 
twenty-somethings are least religiously active. Therefore, we had them but lost them. " 
“The ages eighteen to twenty-nine are the black hole of church attendance; this 


Se ee eae ; d 12 
age segment is missing in action from most congregations.” 


David Kinnaman, You Lost Me: Why Young Christians Are Leaving Church...and Rethinking 
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Discussion Questions for Sunday Sermon and Spurgeon and Taylor 


1. What do you recall from the Sunday sermon that you can apply to your life? 


2. How did the spoken word enhance the service and speak to your life? 


3. What are you compelled to do as a result of the word you heard? 


4. How did Jesus encounter with Mary Magdalene differ from that of Jacob, Saul of 


Tarsus and the woman at the well? 
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5. Can you recall a time when you did not believe in God after knowing him like Dr. 


Taylor, if yes, what prompted your change in belief? 


6. How does your coming to know Jesus similar to that of Spurgeon? 


7. What makes a sermon powerful? 


8. How does the current African American Church provide a social outlet for young 


adults? 
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Post Survey for Young Adult Project for HCCBC 
Are you male or female? 
© Male 


© Female 


2. Are you a member of Heritage? 


© Yes 
© No 


3. How long have you attended Heritage? 


© Less than 6 months 


©)7 months to a year 


© 1-3 years 


©)4 years or more 


4. Which of the following describes your current relationship status? 


© Married 

© Widowed 

© Divorced 

©) Separated 

© In a domestic partnership or civil union 

© Single, but cohabiting with a significant other 


© Single never married 


5. How likely are you to change churches in the next year? 


© Extremely likely 


© Quit likely 
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© Moderately likely 
© Slightly likely 
O Not at all likely 
6. In what year were you born? Enter 4-digit birth year: for example 1948 


7. What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree 
you have received? 


© Less than high school degree 
© High school degree or equivalent, (e.g.., GED) 
© Some college but no degree 
© Associate degree 
© Bachelor degree 
©) Graduate degree 
8. How likely are you to attend Heritage on a weekly basis? 
© Extremely likely 
© Quite likely 
© Moderately likely 
© Slightly likely 
O Not at all likely 


9. How much of an impact do you think recalling your personal encounter with 
God will have on your involvement in ministry and attendance? 


OA great deal of impact 
© A lot of impact 


© A moderately amount of impact 
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© A little impact 
OQ No impact at all 
10. How useful is the sermon and bible study at Heritage? 
© Extremely useful 
© Quite useful 
© Moderately useful 
© Slightly useful 
O Not at all useful 


11. How would you describe your current relationship with God? 


12. What has had the greatest impact on your spiritual development so far? 


13. How motivated are you to attend weekly services at Heritage on a regular 
basis? 


O Not at all motivated 
O Slightly motivated 
© Somewhat motivated 
© Quite motivated 

© Extremely motivated 


14. How clearly do you understand the importance of your personal relationship 
with god? 


© Extremely clearly 


© Quite clearly 


© Moderately clearly 
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© Slightly clearly 


© Not at all clearly 
15. Please describe your relationship to God at this time? 


16. In the past year, how often have you visited Heritage bible study or Sunday 
School? 


© Almost never 
© Once or twice 
© Every few months 
© Monthly 
© Weekly or more 
17. How has the Young Adult Project impacted your life? 
OA great deal 
© A lot 
© A moderate amount 
© A little 
CO None at all 
18. How satisfied are you with Heritage as a place of worship and ministry? 
© Extremely satisfied 
© Moderately satisfied 
© Slightly satisfied 
© Neither satisfied or dissatisfied 


© Slightly dissatisfied 
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© Moderately dissatisfied 
© Extremely dissatisfied 


19. How much has your participation at Heritage improved your spiritual 
growth? 


OA great deal 
OA lot 
© A moderate amount 
© A little 
CO None at all 
20. How likely are you to participate in ministry? 
© Extremely likely 
O Very likely 
© Moderately likely 
© Slightly likely 
O Not likely at all 
21. How likely are you to get involved in bible study or Sunday School? 
© Extremely likely 
O Very likely 
© Moderately likely 
© Slightly likely 
O Not likely at all 


22. How much do negative experiences at church prevent you from becoming 
involved with your current church? 


O Not at all 
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OA little bit 
© Somewhat 
© Quite a bit 
© A tremendous amount 
23. How likely are you to attend Heritage on a weekly basis? 
© Extremely likely 
O Very likely 
© Moderately likely 
© Slightly likely 
© Not at all likely 
24. How open is Heritage to adapting services to reach young adults? 
© Extremely open 
© Very open 
©) Moderately open 
© Slightly open 
© Not at all open 


25. To what extent has the preaching or teaching at Heritage impacted your 
desire to get involved in ministry? 


O Not at all 

OA little bit 
© Somewhat 
© Quite a bit 


© A tremendous amount 
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26. Do you recall your personal encounter with God? 


© Yes 
© No 
27. How did your personal encounter with God impact your life? 
© Extreme impact on me spiritually 
©) Great impact on me spiritually 
© Slight impact on me spiritually 
© Minimal impact on me spiritually 
©) No impact on me spiritually 


28. What was the most significant gain for you as a participant in this project? 


APPENDIX J 


POST TEST SURVEY 
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Young Adult Project Pretest for HCCBC 


Are you male or female? 

O Male 

O Female 

Are you a member of Heritage? 
O Yes 

O No 


How long have you attended Heritage? 


O less than 6 months 
O 7 months to a year 
O 1-3 years 

O 4 years or more 


Which of the following best describes your current relationship status? 
O Married 


O Widowed 


O Divorced 

O Separated 

O In a domestic partnership or civil union 

O Single, but cohabitating with a significant other 
O Single, never married 


How likely are you to change churches in the next year? 
O Extremely likely 


O Quite likely 


6. 
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O Slightly likely 
O Not at all likely 


In what year were you born? (enter4-digit birth year, for example 1976) 














Ts 


What is the highest level of school you have completed or the highest degree 


you have received? 


9. 


O Less than high school degree 


O High school degree or equivalent (e.g., GED) 


O Some college but no degree 
O Associate degree 
O Bachelor degree 
O Graduate degree 


How likely are you to attend Heritage on a weekly basis? 
O Extremely likely 

O Moderately likely 

O Slightly likely 

O Not at all likely 


How much of an impact to you think recalling your personal encounter with 


God will have on your involvement in ministry and attendance? 


10. 


O A great deal of impact 

O A lot of impact 

O A moderately amount of impact 
O A little impact 

O No impact at all 


How useful is the sermon and bible study at Heritage? 
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O Extremely useful 
O Quite useful 
O Moderately useful 


O Slightly useful 
O Not at all useful 


*11. How would you describe your current relationship with God? 











*12. What has had the greatest impact on your spiritual development so far? 











13. How motivated are you to attend weekly services at Heritage on a regular 
basis? 


O Not at all motivated 
O Slightly motivated 

O Somewhat motivated 
O Quite motivated 

O Extremely motivated 


14. How clearly do you understand the importance of your personal relationship 
with God? 


O Extremely clearly 
O Quite clearly 
O Moderately clearly 


O Slightly clearly 


O Not at all clearly 
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15. Please describe your relationship to God at this time? 











16. In the past year, how often have you visited Heritage bible study or Sunday 


school? 


O 


O 


O 


O 


O 


Almost never 
Once or twice 
Every few months 
Monthly 


Weekly or more 


17. How satisfied are you with Heritage as a place of worship and ministry? 


O 


O 


O 


O 


Extremely satisfied 

Moderately satisfied 

Slightly satisfied 

Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied 
Slightly dissatisfied 

Moderately dissatisfied 


Extremely dissatisfied 


18. How much has your participation at Heritage improved your spiritual 


growth? 
O 


O 


A great deal 

A lot 

A moderate amount 
A little 


None at all 





19. 


20. 


21. 
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How likely are you to participate in a ministry? 
O Extremely likely 

O Very likely 

O Moderately likely 

O Slightly likely 

O Not at all likely 

How likely are you to get involved in bible study or Sunday school? 
O Extremely likely 

O Very likely 

O Moderately likely 

O Slightly likely 

O Not at all likely 


How much do negative experiences at church prevent you from becoming 


involved with your current church? 


22. 


O Not at all 


O A little bit 


O Somewhat 
O Quite a bit 
O A tremendous amount 


How likely are you to attend Heritage on a weekly basis? 
O Extremely likely 

O Very likely 

O Moderately likely 

O Slightly likely 


O Not at all likely 


23. 


24. 
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How open is Heritage to adapting services to reach Young adults? 


O Extremely open 
O Very open 
O Moderately open 


O Slightly open 
O Not at all open 


To what extent has the preaching or teaching at Heritage impacted your 


desire to get involved in ministry? 


25. 


*26. 


O Not at all 


O A little bit 


O Somewhat 
O Quite a bit 
O A tremendous amount 


Do you recall your personal encounter with God? 
O Yes 
O No 


How did your personal encounter with God impact your life? 


O Extreme impact on me spiritually 
O Great impact on me spiritually 
O Slight impact on me spiritually 
O Minimal impact on me spiritually 


O No impact on me spiritually 


APPENDIX K 


CHAPTER FIVE TABLES 
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Table 1. Participants by Gender 


Bae 



















































































Gender Number of respondents Percentage 
Male 3 15.83% 
Female ZI 84.38% 
Table 2. Participants by Year of Birth 
Responses Birth Year Age range Percent 
a 1977-1982 31-35 21.88 
14 1983- 1986 27-30 43.75 
9 1987-1990 22-26 28.12 
2 1991-1994 19-21 6.25 
Table 3. Participants by Relationship Status 
Relationship Status Respondents Percentages 
Married 6 18.75% 
Widowed 0 0 
Divorced 2 6.25% 
Separated 0 0 
In a domestic partnership or 0 0 
civil union 
Single but cohabiting with a 2 6.25% 
significant other 
Single never Married ae 68.75% 
Total D2 100% 




















Table 4. Participants by Educational Status 
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Educational Attainment Responses Percentage 
Less than high school 0 0 
High school degree or 3 9.38 
equivalent (e.g., GED) 
Some college but no degree 8 25% 
Associate degree 1 3.13 
Bachelor degree 16 50% 
Graduate degree 4 12.5% 
Total 32 100% 
Table 5. Length of Time at Church 
Length of time Responses Percentage 
Less than 6 months i 3.3% 
7 months to a year 2 6.25% 
1-3 years 18 56.25% 
4 year or more 11 34.38% 
Total 32 100% 
Table 6. Conversion Encounter of Constantine 
Major Responses Given Number Total number of Percentage 
Distribution participants 
Made it Safe 18 N=35 51.43% 
World-wide/Everywhere 6 N=35 17.14% 
Supported/Government 4 N=35 11.43% 
sanctioned 
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Acceptable 3 N=35 8.58% 
Other Z N=35 5.71% 
No response 2 N=35 5.71% 
Total N=35 N=35 100% 
Table 7. Young Adults Impact on Christianity 
Major Responses Number Total Number of Percentage (100%) 
Given Distribution (N=35) | Participants (N=35) 
Political Activism 24 35 68.58% 
Voting/Electoral 7 35 20.0% 
process 
Other 3 35 8.57% 
No response 1 35 2.85% 
Total 35 35 100% 
Table 8. Making A Difference in the Community 
Major Responses Given Number Distribution N=35) Percentage 
Personal Evangelism 12 34.28% 
Testimony 7 20% 
Ministry involvement 8 22.86% 
Service to the community 4 11.42% 
Walk by Example yi 5.72% 
Other 1 2.86 
No response 1 2.86 




















Table 9. Information Learned 
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Responses Given Number Distribution Percentage 
(N=35) 
1. Totally Relevant 10 28.58% 
2. Somewhat Relevant 5 14.28% 
3. Slightly Relevant 3 8.57% 
4. Very Relevant 5 14.28% 
5. Extremely Relevant 10 28.58% 
6. No Response 2 5.71% 
Total 35 100% 
Table 10. How Sunday Sermon Applicable to you Life 
Major Responses Given Distribution Of Responses Percentage 
(N=35) 
Jesus will disable you and 17 48.57% 
create dependency 
Trust God/Walk by faith 7 20% 
and not by sight 
God will meet you when 2 5.71% 
you start the journey 
Other 6 17.14% 
Left blank a 8.58 
Total 32 100% 

















Table 11. Various Religious Beliefs 
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Major Responses Given Distribution of Responses Percentage (100%) 
(N=35) 

None other than Christian 26 74.28% 

Catholic 2 5.71% 

Tluminati 1 2.85% 

Other 5 8.58% 

Left Blank 3 8.58% 

Table 12. Abandonment and God 

Major Responses Given Distribution of Responses Percentages 
(N=35) 

Flawed but still useable 16 45.71% 

God uses whom he 14 40% 

chooses 

God is forgiving 1 2.86% 

God needs Everyone 1 2.86% 

No response 3 8.57% 

Total 35 100% 

















Table 13. Church Advantages for Young Adults 
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Major Responses Given 


Distribution of Responses 
(N= 35) 


Percentage (100%) 




















Fresh ideas and or Energy ZZ 62.86% 
Open minds and or 8 22.86% 
Flexibility 

Other 4 11.42% 
No Response 2.86% 
Total 35 100% 











Table 14. Church Disadvantages for Young Adults 





Major Responses Given 


Distribution of Responses 


Percentages (100%) 























(N=35) 
Older saints/folks don't 15 42.86% 
listen 
Opinions devalued/judged | 8 22% 
Less Experience 3 8.57% 
Age Z 5.71% 
No Response 1 2.86% 
Other 6 











Table 15. Encounters with God 





Major Responses Given 


Distribution Of Responses 
(N=35) 


Percentages (100%) 




















Accountability 9 25.8% 
Enhanced involvement 19 54.28% 
Altered attitude of grace, 2 5.8% 
mercy and or love 

Other 4 11.42% 
No response 2.86% 




















Table 16. Church Relationship and Community Service 
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Major Responses given 


Distribution of Responses 


Percentage (100%) 


























(N=32) 
Purpose/giving back 9 28.12% 
Be an example 6 18.75% 
Share my 5 15.62% 
testimony /Evangelize 
Lend a hand to less 6 18.75% 
fortunate 
Participate in planned 2 6.25% 
events 
Other Z 6.25% 
No response 2 6.25% 











Table 17. Sunday Sermon and Life Choices 





Major Responses Given 


Distribution of responses 


Percentage ( 100%) 























(N= 30) 

Serve/service 11 36.6% 
Path to Purpose 12 40% 
Relationship with God 3 10% 
Personal 1 3.3% 
Evangelism/Testimony 

Other 10% 
No response 0 100% 

















Table 18. Response to the Word 
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Major responses Given 


Distribution of Responses 


Percentage (100%) 


















































(N=30) 

Serve/Join a Ministry or 16 53.3% 
get involved 
Trust God and or Waiton | 8 26.7% 
God/ stay committed to 
God 
Other 3 10% 
No Response 3 10% 
Table 19. Would You Attend Heritage? 
Choices Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percent 

Responses Responses Difference 
Extremely | 19 59.38% 19 59.38 0% 
likely 
Quite likely | 6 18.75% 7 21.88 +3.12% 
Moderately | 5 15.63% 6 18.75% +3.12% 
likely 
Slightly 2 6.25% 0 0.00% -6.25% 
likely 
Not at all 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0.00% 
likely 
Total 
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Table 20. Involvement in Ministry and Attendance 




















Answer Pretest Percentage Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response Response difference 
A great deal 14 43.75% 14 43.75% 0 

of impact 

A lot of 12 37.50% 12 37.50% 0 

impact 

A 5 15.63% 6 18.75% +3.12% 
moderately 

amount of 

impact 

A little 1 3.13% 0 0.00% -3.13% 
impact 

No impact 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 

at all 


























Table 22. Describe Your Relationship with God 





I know God, I trust God, I believe God’s word. I have seen the wonderful blessings 
and mercy of God. I struggle with being consistent. 





Not as stable as it once was. Life circumstances have prevented me from being as 
committed as I once was. My relationship with God is suffering! 





It is a decent relationship, but could definitely use some work. 





Iam currently trying to build a closer relationship. 





I've gotten a lot closer to Him ever since I came to church and to share my 
testimonies with my fellow church family. He is my father, best friend and the one | 
call to when I’m having problems. 





Good relationship but working on making it better. 





I think I have a good relationship with God, but it could be better. 





I gave my life to God over 5 years ago and I am still amazed by his undying love for 
me. I love him so much and try to live according to his will and not mine. 





I think I have a good relationship with God. He is my first go to for anything; positive 
or negative. 





I have a solid, but growing relationship with God. It still needs much improvement. 





Getting better. 





It could be better. 





Good but it could be better by being more disciplined in the word. 





A father daughter relationship...A true daddy’s girl. 





Close 





Good but with room for improvement. 





Ata plateau. 








My relationship that is personal and is growing stronger every day. I have never 
been closer to God than I am now. I am learning more, growing more and still have a 
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lot more I want and need to learn. 





I believe that I have a relationship that is personal and is growing on a constant 
basis. lam grounded in my faith. 





I believe that he died on the cross for our sins and know where | am going if I die. I 
want to always be able to turn to the Lord in need and not be of this world. 





Needs a lot of work on my part. 





I believe in Good 100% and I know that He sent His son, Jesus to die for my sins. 
Know what I need to live an authentic, joyful, fruitful life but I am struggling with 
completely letting go of worldly things. Not quite ready to cross my Jordan. I do pray 
and try to do right but there is definitely room for improvement (strengthening my 
relationship with God). 





I know who he is, but seeking a closer relationship. 





God is a part of my life but I am learning more about how to have a stronger 
relationship with God. 





I need to build a closer relationship with the Lord. 





It’s okay. It could be better. I know God loves me and I love him but I want the thrill 
back. Like first love. 





Strong some days...weak others. 





It is mediocre. I do not pray as often as I should. 





Getting stronger, with daily prayer. 





Evolving. 





Iam still getting to know Him, but I am fully committed to Him. 








Not where it should be but growing stronger with each lesson learned. 





Table 23. Describe Your Relationship with God - B 





Extremely humbling would not be able to survive without him. 





Growing 





Good but growing 





Improving 





Good, but I'd like for it to be better. As far as trusting him to do what he says he’s 
going to do. 





Stand still 





Mediocre 





I’ve committed myself to daily devotion and listening to His voice when led by Him 
to steer in a certain direction. I’m more comfortable now than even to talk about 
Him and what He has done for me, because I’ve finally come to realize that my 
relationship with Him will only blossom if I’m willing to work on it with Him. 





It’s definitely getting stronger and more consistent. 





It is growing every day. 





Strong. I feel like I’m growing at a steady and continuous pace. 





Strongest connection ever in life...He is my Father and I AM A TRUE DADDIES GIRL. 





Close and on-going. 








Personal. Could be better. 
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Continuously growing. 





A work in progress. But wonderful progression. 





Iam a work in progress. I love the Lord and I want to grow closer to Him. 





Great 





I think my relationship with God is good. Now that I’ve had more experience, I know 
that I can go to him more and He is the only one that can get me through tough 
times. 





Personal, one on one, we talk all the time. 





My current relationship with God could be better. I want to read and study more of 
his word on a daily basis. 





It’s one where He pushes me into new areas of ministry, and I continue learning to 
trust in his plan for my life. 





Iam currently at a point of growth and hunger for more knowledge. 





It’s alive. Iam being a little distant. 





Good, but could be better. 





I feel distant. I reached a point where | was praying for the same things every night 
and got bored with my own prayers. This caused me to stop praying every night 
because I know if I was bored with my prayer then God must have been too. IJ still 
love Him! And want to be closer to Him but sometimes I just don’t know what to say. 





Personal relationship had increased, more involved in my relationship and bible 
readings. 








Growing stronger, definitely not where I should be. 





Table 24. Impact on Spiritual Development 





Being around some of the older women 50+. 





Support 





Prayer 





Being a college student 





Trusting in Him more and giving it all to Him. I’m stressing less because of this. 





The involvement of family. 





Praise and worship. 





My commitment to him and how he is directing my steps. 





Praying more and listening to what has to say. Before I wasn’t aware of the signs 
God was sending me or I didn’t want to see the signs. But now I can see God moving 
in my life and I need to take heed of this guidance and direction. 





Bible study and morning worship services son Sunday have had the greatest impact 
on my spiritual development. 





Being baptized 





Seeing how I am changing from my old ways. 





Attending church weekly and my bible reading 





Knowing where | could have been had it not been for God’s grace. 





Getting saved and taking the time to listen to him. 








My upbringing and also my son. It drives me to show him how to interact with God. 
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Even though he is young, I want him to know and understand that all things are 
possible through Christ. My wife has had a positive impact and influence also. 





Realization that my actions are influential on younger kids. I have been put in 
positions where I am around younger kids frequently and when | hear them say 
things that I say or do things that I do, or even call me out on my mistakes, it hits me 
that I have an impact, not only their character development, but their spiritual 
development. So to keep a positive spiritual influence, I need to continue developing 
and gaining knowledge on the Word. It is a constant process and I have to be certain 
with y self before I can encourage, teach and impart on children younger than 
myself. 





Heritage has a great impact on my spiritual development. I feel free to be myself and 
free to worship and praise. I now know the true meaning of what it means to praise 
and worship. 





The sermons and teachings of Pastor Cain. They opened my eyes and challenged me 
to walk in the spirit and not flesh. They caused me to acknowledge and agree to 
God’s will in my life. I know that situations will not change n my life but my outlook 
has. Teaching has also caused me to develop spiritually because God has now 
entrusted me to help impart spiritual knowledge to others. 





Upbringing and personal experiences. 





Finding the right church and teacher (pastor). 





Realizing that my life has a purpose and my Faith. 





Mid-Day bible study. 





The loss of my grandmother, I turned away from God because | couldn’t understand 
why he needed her. I was frustrated and I turned away. Meeting a Heritage member 
changed my life. She guided me to Heritage and I began to see the loss I had living 
without God. 





My belief in God and prayer. 





Trials and recovering from them. 





I would say hearing the sermons that are geared towards teaching me what I should 
know about my Christian walk. 





Application of sermons to my life and interaction with others. 





N/A 





Getting through the past 5 years safely and realizing that He was by my side the 
whole time. I had a stalker. I struggled with my spirituality and my identity, 
homosexuality, fornication, rape, horrible relationships with my family. To know 
through all of that He still loves me. 








The connection between what I’ve learned about myself in the past 5 years and 
what I’ve learned about God’s expectations of me as a Christian along with the test 
and trials I’ve endured as a result of knowing better. 








244 


Table 25. Impact on Spiritual Development B 





Responses 





Pastor’s sermons. 





Favor 





Just seeing some of the miracles he’s worked 





Wife, family and attending Heritage 





The growth in myself. I know it’s nobody but God 





Music 





Evangelism 





Devotion and surrounding myself with like-minded people. My willingness to read 
the word by choice and not by fore, and being a light in the lives of others. 





Growing in the word. Praying for understanding when being taught the word of God. 





When God puts me in my place by showing and telling that I don’t show him how to 
do His job. 





The teaching and preaching of Pastor over the last 6.5 years. It’s caused me to 
develop a thirst in knowing more about God, His role in my life and His call on my 
life. 





My encounters and how he had protected, provided, and been with me every step of 
the way. 





The life lessons and trials I have experienced as an adult. 





The ability to actually be able to go to church and be surrounded by my family. To 
grow as a family. 





Going through my own test no longer living on what my mother told me about God 
but knowing Him as a deliverer for myself. 





My mom’s faith 





My peers support and attending church 





Trusting in Him 





Knowing that I can’t do it by myself. I realized that I have to take all of my cares and 
worries to God and understand that he will provide for me. 





Pastor Cain’s interpretation of the scripture. 





Going through trials and tribulations God keep showing me just to trust and obey 
and the more I trust and obey I see a growth in my spiritual development. 





Just more prayer time, fellowship with other believers and the application on what I 
learn in bible study, different ministries, and Sunday sermons. 





Understanding my purpose in life and using my passions to help others. 





The preached word. 





My family’s growth. 





My personal encounters and joining Heritage. 





Fellowship with church members and paying more attention during sermons on 
Sundays. 





How he keeps me from danger and how he keeps providing for me when I don’t see 
where it comes from. 








Iam still a work in progress, but nowhere who or what I was in the beginning of this 
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journey. I have grown a great deal in the past 5 years but more so in the past year. | 
would describe it as transitioning from casual dating to an exclusive dating 
relationship well on its way to a lifetime of marriage. 





I find my current relationship with God to be a bit of a struggle. Not that God has 
failed me, but I keep falling short in regards to him. I can’t seem to find the way to be 
sincere so that God is a part of my everyday life. 





In place...1 am of his power and presence. Working on trust and patience. 








Growing relationship with more knowledge and even more questions. 





Table 26. Motivation to Attend Services at Heritage 





























Answer Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response response difference 
Not at all 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0% 
motivated 

Slightly 3 9.68% 0 0.00% -9.68% 
motivated 

Somewhat | 3 9.68% 3 9.38% 0% 
motivated 

Quite 11 35.48% 12 37.50% +2.02% 
motivated 

Extremely | 14 45.16% 17 53.31% +8.15% 
motivated 

No 1 

response 

Total 32 32 


























Table 27. Relationship with God 
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Answer Pretest Percentage Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response response difference 
Extremely 17 53.13% 20 62.50% +9.37% 
clearly 

Quite 12 37.50% 10 31.25% -6.25 
clearly 

Moderately 3 9.38% 2 6.25% -3.13% 
clearly 

Slightly 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0% 
clearly 

Not at all 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0% 
clearly 

Total 32 2 























Table 28. Your Relationship with God. 





Responses 





I don’t hear him, but I know he is with me...I trust that he is preparing me for 
greater things. 





I know God and believe in God and I am working to get closer to him. 





AWESOME!!! 





Good 





Good but could be better. 





Committed to him 





I would say that I have a good relationship with God. 





My relationship with God has increased because at one point I had pretty much 
abandoned him. I now feel that I walk more in line with His word. Although I know | 
am NOT doing many things correctly, my efforts are always there and I can identify 
some of the time when I can actually hear the Holy Spirit. 





My relationship to God is complicated. 





Praying daily, but want to learn more to build a better relationship with God. 





I feel connected with God daily through my own personal praise and worship, daily 
devotions through email and nightly bible readings. 





Unbreakable, never ending 





Our relationship is a work in progress, I’m still learning how to talk to him and be 
patient. It’s improved and is still improving. 





Plateau because we are not in constant communication. 





Work in progress. 





Growing in strength daily but much stronger than it was 6.5 years ago. 





I love the Lord and want to be more like him. 








Shortcomings on my part. 
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Iam His child, and He wants to give me what is best for me. All He wants me to do is 
trust in Him and obey His word. I do trust Him, but I struggle with obedience. (The 
flesh is weak!) 





I know who he is, but seeking a closer relationship 





My relationship is at a solid but growing phase. I am a believer but I am learning to 
trust in what I cannot see. 





Needs improvement, I need more bible study. 





It is okay. It could be better. I know God loves me and I love him, but I want the thrill 
back, like first love. 





Friends-depend on him as my source 80% of the time 





Mediocre 





He is my source of everything. I’m a firm believer in him and recognize I am forever 
indebted to him. 





Growing 








Strong. Every day it intensifies. 





Table 29. Relationship with God B 





Responses 





Amazing. I try to listen to Him and ask Him for forgiveness. 





Growing 





Good and growing 





Improving 





Steady 





Plateau 





Not where | think it should be 





Stated in question 11 





It’s a great feeling. 





God is my everything. every day I try to interact with Him. 





Strong 





Unbreakable and never ending. 





Close and growing stronger. 





Good, but could be better. 





Growing. 





A new beginning 





I know and understand that he died on the cross for my sins. I am working on being 
more like him. 





Awesome 





I think I have a good relationship with God. 





Personal 








Iam committed to God and hi work. I just want to continue to practice applying 
God’s word in my life on a daily basis. I talk with God and pray to God on a daily 
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basis praise and worship, but to me that is not enough, I feel my relationship with 
God can be better. 





It is one of dependency. I have learned to rely on him in all things, and one of 
growing communication. 





It’s alive. 





I feel distant. I reached a point where | was praying for the same things every night 
and got bored with my own prayer, then God must have been too. I still love Him! 
And want to be closer to Him, but sometimes I just don’t know what to say. 





More personal to where | feel comfortable listening and waiting for a response from 
God about life situations. 





Iam his child and I am trusting him more. 





Ever growing 





Iam a servant of the Lord and I trust him to meet my needs and to lay out a plan for 
me beyond my own understanding. 





Iam on my walk with him whereas before I felt alone. 





Wednesday bible study because it’s an in depth look at the bible and its underlying 
messages. Also, Sunday School in Reverend X’s class. It’s biblical yet practical. It gets 
real in that class. 





Having Bible study and actually understanding the stories and the context of the 
stories has had the greatest impact on my spiritual development. There are many 
things that I already knew, or always knew that now actually make sense. 





My family. I gave birth to my son and saw how my life could affect his in such a 
powerful way. I immediately started to think of a time when I was happier and 
stress free. My spirituality was forefront in my life then. I realized what I needed and 
wanted to do to raise a child grounded in God. 








See God manifest himself by means of confirmation has increased my faith and given 
me strength. 








Table 30. Attendance at Heritage Bible study or Sunday School 
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Answer Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response response difference 
Almost 5 15.63% 1 3.13% 12,5% 
never 
Once or 5 15.63% 5 15.63% 0% 
twice 
Every few | 6 18.75% 6 18.75% 0% 
months 
Monthly 3 9.38% 5 15.63% +6.25 
Weekly or | 13 40.63% 15 46.88% +6.18 
more 
Total az 32 
Table 31. Project Impact on Your Life 
Responses on posttest Percentage 
A Great deal 12 37.5% 
A Lot 7 21.88% 
A moderate amount 8 25.5% 
A little 2 6.25% 
None at all 3 9.38% 
Table 32. Satisfaction With Heritage Table 33. Spiritual Growth at Heritage 
Answer Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response Response difference 
Extremely | 20 62.50% Zo 71.88% +9.38% 
satisfied 
Moderately | 7 7 21.88% 0% 
satisfied 21.88% 
Slightly Z 6.25% 1 3.13% 3.12% 
satisfied 
Neither 2 6.25% 1 3.13% 3.12% 
satisfied nor 
dissatisfied 
Slightly 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0% 
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dissatisfied 
Moderately 0.00% 0 0.00% 0% 
dissatisfied 
Extremely 3.13% 0 0.00% 0% 
dissatisfied 
Table 33. Spiritual Growth at Heritage 
Answer Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response response difference 
A great deal | 14 43.75% 23 71.88 +28.13% 
A lot 8 25.00% 7 21.88% +3.12% 
Amoderate | 5 15.63% 1 3.13% +12.5% 
amount 
A little 5 15.63% 1 3.13% +12.5% 
Noneatall | 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0% 
0 0.00% 0% 
Table 34. Ministry Participation 
Answer choices | Response Percentage | Response Percentage | Percentage 
on the on the difference 
pretest posttest 
Extremely 12 37.5% 17 53.13% 
likely 
Very likely 11 18.75% 6 18.75% 
Moderately 6 34.38% 8 25.0% 
likely 
Slightly lightly | 2 6.25% 1 3.13% 
Not at alllikely | 1 3.13% 0 0% 
Total 32 100% 32 100% 
Table 35. Involvement in Bible Study or Sunday School 
Answer Pretest Percentage | Post-test Percentage | Percentage 
choices responses responses difference 
Extreme 8 25.0% 12 38.71% 13.71% 
likely 
Very likely | 10 31.25% 8 25.81% 5.44% 
Moderately | 10 31.25% 8 25.81% 5.44% 
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likely 
Slightly 5 9.38% Ss 0.00% 9.38% 
likely 
Not at all 1 3.13% 0 0% 3.13% 
likely 
Total 32 32 100% 
Table 36. Negative Church Experience 
Answer Pretest Percentage | Post-test Percentage | Percentage 
choices response response difference 
Not at all 13 40.63% 12 37.50% 3.13% 
A little bit 8 25.00% 14 43.75% 18.75% 
Somewhat | 6 18.75% 3 9.38% 9.37% 
Quiteabit | 3 9.38% 2 6.25% 3.13% 
A 2 6.25% 1 3.13% 3.12% 
tremendous 
amount 
Total 32 32 100% 
Table 37. Likely to Attend Heritage 
Answer Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices responses responses difference 
Extreme 21 65.3% 20 62.5% 2.0% 
likely 
Very Likely | 3 9.38% 5 15.63% 3.13% 
Moderately | 4 12.50% 5 15.63% 3.13% 
likely 
Slightly 4 12.50% 2 6.25% 6.25% 
likely 
Not at all 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 0% 
likely 
Total 32 100% 32 100% 


























Table 38. Services to Reach Young Adults 
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Answer Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response Response difference 
Extremely 4 12.50% 5 15.63% a3 
open 
Very open 11 34.38% 22 68.75% 34.37% 
Moderately | 10 31.25% 2 6.25% 25.0% 
open 
Slightly 6 18.75% Z 6.25% 12.5% 
open 
Not at all 1 3.13% 1 3.13% 0% 
open 
Total OZ 100% 32 100% 

Table 39. Impact of Preaching and Teaching 
Answer Pretest Percentage Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response Response difference 
Not at all 2 6.25% 1 3.13% 3.12% 
A little bit 3 9.38% 5 15.63% 6.25% 
Somewhat 7 21.88% 4 12.50% 9.38% 
Quite a bit 11 34.38% 8 25.00% 9.38% 
A 9 28.13% 14 43.75% 15.62% 
tremendous 
amount 
Total 32 100% 2 100% 





























Table 40. Personal Encounter With God 
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Answer Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response Response difference 
Yes 27 87.10% 30 96.77% 9.67% 
No 4 12.90% 1 3.23% 9.67% 
Total 31 31 

Table 41. Personal Encounter and Impact 
Answer Pretest Percentage | Posttest Percentage | Percentage 
choices response Response difference 
Extreme 13 40.63% 14 43.75% 3.12% 
impact on 
me 
spiritually 
Great 15 46.88% 14 43.75% 3.13% 
impact on 
me 
spiritually 
Slight Z 6.25% Z 6.25% 0% 
impact on 
me 
spiritually 
Minimal 0 0.00% 2 6.25% 6.25% 
impact on 
me 
spiritually 
Noimpact | 2 6.25% 0 0.00% 6.25% 
on me 
spiritually 
Total oe 32 
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Table 42. Project Significance 





Responses 





Helped me to understand that God does things in our lives to show Himself and 
impact our lives ultimately in a positive way. 





Reassurance that God is always here for me. 





Working with others and seeing their growth as they work to get closer to God. 





Unfortunately I haven’t been able to fulfill my promise as I should have. 





Being able to know other adults can relate to me and I am not alone. 





Understanding what a personal encounter with God is. 





The lessons that were taught and the discussions we had afterwards. 





I think my response in question 11 & 12 sums up this response. 





It made me more eager to learn and understand Gods word. It also made me want to 
be more involved with church because I owe at least that to God. 





Learning that there was more people around me that have gone through the same 
struggles that I went through. I no longer feel alone. 





It caused me to recount my personal encounter and revive my zeal for God. I’ve been 
going through a lot in my personal life and it reminded me that while God allowed 
these things, Roman 8:28 still holds true and it is all to better me so that Iam more 
useful in the Kingdom. 





The understanding of my place in ministry. It also taught me how to feel secure in 
my place in ministry and just in knowing that I was designed for ministry. 





Not much due to the fact that I didn’t fully participate due to work schedule. 





The fellowship. Connecting with others that are in my age group who attends 
church. 





Open me to share my personal encounter with the hopes it might help some other 
young adults. 





Learning more about God and how his relationship with me is so important. 





Hearing others testimony and understanding that Iam heading down the right path. 
Support of my peers are vital! 





To stay a believer and learn more about the word because there is so much more | 
need to know. 





Realizing just how much more I need to interact with God. 





Identifying the importance of having a personal relationship with God. 





Understanding of what God has called me to do is much clearer. 





This project helped me see the importance | can have in ministry, and that there are 
others in my age group with the same desire, to be effective in various methods of 
ministry. 





My most significant gain as a participant of this project is realizing that I have 
indeed had an encounter with God. I have a passion that I need to not only apply in 
my working life, but in the church and community as well. This project has also 
increased my desire to know more of His word. 





Gaining insight as to how important having a personal encounter and relationship 
with God is. 








Improving my relationship with God by communicating more with him. 
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Being reminded of my first REAL encounter with God; getting to fellowship with 
others in my age group. 





Learning about the different religions and how they tie into Christianity, also 
learning about myself as a living vessel of God. 





It gave me insight to refocus on my relationship with God and gave me the passion 
to want to be more dedicated to work to build His kingdom. 





It allowed me to express myself as a young adult in the church. 





The most significant gain for me was seeing the historical value in a biblical context. 
This project took information that I already knew and made it make sense in a way 
that was applicable to my spiritual life. 





The knowledge of how and where my religion was established and outwardly 
followed. I learned so much history. I also learned that I am not the only one. That 
others have felt what I felt the good and the bad. That we have all walked similar 
spiritual and non-spiritual paths. 








I grew as an individual, as well as, I was able to connect on a personal level with 
peers. 
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